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As we navigate the latest wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we must remain resilient – as nature has done for millennia. 
Take wetlands: Earth’s unsung heroes, wetlands are vital to the 
survival of human beings and wildlife, and are a nature-based 
solution to many of today’s environmental issues. Wetlands, 
along with the wildlife that depends on them, have constantly 
demonstrated their resilience to threats like pollution and 
unsustainable development. But still, we must do more to 
protect and preserve these precious areas. 

It’s time for us to recall the importance of wetlands, learn from 
their strengths and help make them more resilient by changing 
the way we live. That is the reason why this year’s Earth Hour 
celebrations focused on “Habitats Protect Habitats”, a theme 
calling on everyone to make their daily habits more sustainable.

Earth Hour is much more than “just an hour” where we dim our 
lights for the Earth. We see it as both a movement for humanity’s 
future and a catalyst for change. This year we introduced a new 
element to the festivities: A collaboration with Commercial Radio 
on a “low-carbon concert” featuring local musicians and DJs. 
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Outside of Earth Hour, WWF remains dedicated to safeguarding Hong Kong’s wetlands. We reiterated this support through our 
recommendations to the government on the 2022-23 budget. These mainly centred on the sustainability and climate resilience of the 
government’s Northern Metropolis Development Strategy. Our recommendations included extending the existing Mai Po and Deep 
Bay Ramsar site, a holistic “Gei wai for the South, fishponds for the North” approach to creating an integrated management strategy, 
and an “otter freeway” – a “passageway without barriers” around the area for these endangered creatures. We believe that all these 
recommendations will strengthen our wetlands’ resilience and benefit wildlife and human beings in the long run. 

Nobody knows what the future will look like, but we do know we are all in it together. Through resilience, courage, adaptivity, and a 
commitment to the next generations, just like nature, we will evolve towards a better future. 
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In Hong Kong, this year’s Earth Hour spotlighted the planet’s silent heroes: 
wetlands. These important habitats have been providing essential ecosystem 
services to both human beings and wildlife for centuries, yet their vital role has 
been continually overlooked. To call everyone’s attention to the importance 
of wetlands, the theme of Earth Hour 2022 was “Habits Protect Habitats”, 
reminding us that our habits have a direct impact on the habitats that surround 
us – our actions shape the future of critically important places like wetlands, and 
therefore shape our own destiny. 

Hong Kong continued to be gripped by the COVID-19 pandemic, with in-person 
gatherings not possible. As such, beginning at 8pm Hong Kong Time, WWF-
Hong Kong streamed Earth Hour into homes across the city through our and 
also Commercial Radio’s Facebook Live platform. The lights-out event was 
supported by nearly 4,000 companies, organisations and buildings, while Mr 
Kam-sing Wong, Hong Kong’s Secretary for the Environment, with celebrities 
and ambassadors joined us online, sharing insights on sustainable living and 
the importance of conserving our irreplaceable wetlands. These luminaries 
included prominent local singers Kay Tse, Terence Lam, Chan Kin On, Cath 
Wong, Anson Kong, ToNick, and three DJs from Commercial Radio: Eugene Yip, 
Bonnie Wong, and Elsie Lui, who also took up the roles of emcees of the virtual 
countdown ceremony.  

As usual the event was a visual treat, with an array of landmarks and iconic 
buildings also turning their lights off to support the planet, including the Tsing 
Ma Bridge, International Finance Centre, International Commerce Centre, 
the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, Central and Queensway 
Government Offices and the West Kowloon Cultural District. Following the 
lights-out moment, the music video of a pop song “Dear Future Self in 10 Years” 
rearranged by the teams of producer Edward Chan and Raymond Wan was 
debuted. Performed by young children and our event ambassadors in the Mai 
Po Nature Reserve filmed earlier, the video expressed their wishes for a better 
natural environment in the years to come.  

Earth Hour is the perfect starting point for transforming our daily habits 
into action for better habitats. A series of awareness-building events are now 
following Earth Hour, including our “Post-Earth Hour 28-Day Challenge”, a 
fun-filled game that motivates kids to adopt sustainable habits, our upgraded 
e-game, “Lolo’s Flying Journey”, which gives students wetland and conservation 
knowledge, and a collaborative music live show with Commercial Radio. Stay 
tuned to our social media platforms for the latest event updates!  

The 2022 Earth Hour countdown 
ceremony began on 26 March at 8pm in 

Hong Kong. This was the 14th consecutive year that 
Hong Kong participated in this global event, and despite 

the pandemic, citizens all across the city joined with supporters 
from multiple countries and territories, coming together to show 

their commitment to our planet by switching off non-essential lights 
for one hour.  

Since its inception in 2007, as a mainly symbolic event calling attention 
to climate change, Earth Hour has evolved into one of the world’s largest 

grassroots movements for the environment. Today, Earth Hour is 
about much more than “just the hour” – the event aims to increase 

awareness and inspire global conversations about protecting 
nature, tackling the climate crisis and working together to shape 

a brighter future for everyone. Earth Hour has grown far 
beyond the “lights-out moment” – instead, it has 
become a catalyst for change that harnesses the 

power of people. 
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World Wetlands Day recognises the importance of wetlands and raises global 
awareness about the critical role they play for both our planet and the human 
race. Held every 2 February since 1997, World Wetlands Day began with the 
signing of the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as 
Waterfowl Habitat (also known as the Ramsar Convention). As an international 
treaty which focuses on the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands, it was 
adopted in the city of Ramsar, Iran on 2 February 1971. In September 1995, the 
Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay site was recognised for its incomparable biodiversity 
and became part of the convention. Today, it is one of 2,439 Ramsar sites 
scattered across the world.  

Mai Po’s rich biodiversity makes it a key part of 
the network of wetlands along the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway (EAAF) – it is both a “stepping-
stone corridor” and a stopover site for thousands of 
waterbirds on their annual migration journeys. The 
endangered Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra) is another 
important resident of the Inner Deep Bay wetlands. 
As a top predator, this nocturnal mammal plays a 
critical role in maintaining the balance of aquatic 
ecosystems and is particularly sensitive to water 
quality. Otters, along with many other wildlife live 
precariously: With over 80 per cent of east and 
southeast Asia’s wetlands classified as threatened, 
generally because they are being converted, 
fragmented and degraded by human activities, 
wetland conservation must be prioritised in Hong 
Kong to save, maintain and reinforce their vibrancy.

To ensure the protection of Mai Po and Deep Bay,  
WWF-Hong Kong made several recommendations to the 
Hong Kong government regarding the 2022-23 budget which 
was delivered in late February. These recommendations 
focused on sustainability and climate resilience elements of the 
Northern Metropolis Development Strategy. First, WWF agreed 
that the government should dedicate a fund for the future 
development of the Northern Metropolis, and allocate funding 
and resources to establish a sustainable Northern Metropolis 
Office for public consultation and stakeholder engagement 
exercises.

Additionally, a strategic environmental assessment should 
be formalised for this massive development project which 
incorporates principles of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, including no net loss, wide stakeholder participation 
and the use of traditional and scientific knowledge. Sites of 
conservation importance should be protected through effective 
policies and regulations, such as stipulating height and intensity 
limits for infrastructure to avoid adverse impacts on wildlife 
movement.

WWF also recommended that the current Mai Po and Deep 
Bay Ramsar Site be extended to include the three wetland 
conservation parks and other protected areas proposed in the 
Strategy. This will create a wetland landscape along the Deep 
Bay coast and echo the Northern Metropolis Development 
Strategy’s focus of “Implementing a proactive conservation 
policy to create environmental capacity” announced by the 
Hong Kong government last October.

Meanwhile, certain areas in the proposed extension of Mai 
Po and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site have been identified 
as potential biodiversity management zones (BMZs). WWF 
believes that through active management, designating BMZs 
will provide suitable habitats for waterbirds and other species. 
These BMZs may also accommodate environmental education 
and training. Finally, WWF urged the government to consider 
our “Fishponds for the North, Gei Wai for the South” approach 
for the development strategy which will maintain the integrity 
of the area’s biodiversity. 

Amidst the escalating global climate crisis, development and 
biodiversity conservation must be mutually integrated to sustain 
biodiversity and human life. WWF-Hong Kong’s continuous 
active management of the Mai Po Nature Reserve helps 
maintain natural climate mitigation and coastal and inland 
resilience for our city, but this is not enough. Our government 
must take further action to ensure all infrastructure and 
development projects are climate resilient and cause the least 
impact to the environment so as to transform Hong Kong 
into a sustainable city.

This year’s World Wetlands Day spread awareness about the 
importance of wetland conservation through its theme of 
“Wetland Action for People and Nature.” Echoing this theme, 
WWF urges the government to recognise the inseparable 
relationship between people and nature, and boldly develop and 
execute holistic sustainable solutions for our city.

OUR WETLANDS, 
OUR FUTURE

MAI PO & WETLANDS
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Every last Wednesday in May, the world celebrates Annual Otter Day. These 
delightful animals have been capturing headlines lately – but not for the right 
reasons. Unfortunately, Southeast Asia and Japan are seeing a troubling surge 
in people keeping otters as pets, which is putting the future of some otter species 
at risk. 

Before the pet trade, otters were already threatened by pollution, habitat loss 
and destruction, climate change, and trapping for fur and traditional medicines. 
The widest distributed otter species, the Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra), is listed 
as “Near Threatened” on the IUCN Red List I. A fact that consistently surprises 
people is that the Eurasian Otter actually lives in Hong Kong, around the Mai Po 
and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site. With recent research pointing to there being 
less than ten local Eurasian Otters left, WWF-Hong Kong has been working to 
conserve them and their habitats. 

Being semi-aquatic, Eurasian Otters require clean rivers with an abundant and 
varied food supply. They live in underground holes close to water source called 
“holts” or above-ground nest-like structure called “couches”. Their existence 
implies a healthy habitat; conversely, as a top predator in wetland ecosystems, 
their loss may have a serious impact on local food webs, biodiversity and habitat 
relationships. 

The reason why Eurasian Otters are not particularly well known is that they are 
mainly nocturnal and elusive, making them difficult to track – and conserve. 
That is why WWF-Hong Kong highlights otter conservation in the “mammals” 
theme of our Wetland Incubator Project. 

Supported by the Hongkong Bank Foundation, this three-year project kicked off 
in mid-2021, aiming to generate innovative conservation solutions to secure the 
future of our wetlands and the iconic species that depend on them by closing 
knowledge gaps through scientific research and promoting public awareness of 
their importance. 

Did You Know? Eurasian Otter Fun Facts 
- Eurasian Otters are a top predator in wetland ecosystems.  
 They mainly feed on fish, and sometimes other shellfish.  

- Eurasian Otters reach sexual maturity when they are about  
 two years old. They will leave their holts at about one year old!

- Eurasian Otters have webbed feet which made them great  
 swimmers. The have sensitive whiskers that help them detect  
 movement of prey even in cloudy water. 

Eurasian Otter Sign Survey
- Eurasian Otter spraints may be small and stinky but they  
 fulfil an important purpose: They use them to mark their  
 territory! Eurasian Otters usually place their spraint on  
 exposed surfaces near water – atop rockpiles, logs or piers  
 for example.  

- We use signs to study otter distribution, population  
 status and identify habitat usage that are considered to be  
 of importance. 

- Eurasian Otter spraints usually contain indigestible  
 substances like fish scales and bones. Fresh otter spraints  
 have strong fishy odour, while some say their spraints smell  
 like jasmine tea! But please don’t get too close…

We have teamed up with Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden (KFBG) and citizen scientists 
to study otters in and around Mai Po Nature Reserve. 17 citizen scientists were recruited and 
trained to help manage camera traps monthly and identify animals captured. We also conduct 
otter sign surveys to record signs like spraints (otter poop!), footprints, scratch marks, etc., and 
conduct genetic analysis on spraints to understand their population status and habitat usage. 
The information collected so far has been developed into an otter sign identification chart to help 
public identify otter signs and report sightings. 

Meanwhile, the project’s Otter Education Design Team is working on a series of initiatives 
to promote Eurasian Otter conservation. We also have a series of events planned to celebrate 
World Otter Day 2022 including themed exhibitions, workshops and an interactive story book for 
primary students. Stay tuned to our social media channels for the latest otter updates!

WORLD OTTER DAY  
AND EURASIAN  
OTTERS  
IN HONG KONG

MAI PO & WETLANDS
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On 14 May, we celebrate World Migratory Bird Day – an annual 
awareness day that highlights the urgent need to conserve 
migratory birds and their habitats. The day aims to raise 
global awareness about the ecological importance of migratory 
birds and the many threats they face and how international 
cooperation can safeguard them. 

This day is particularly important in Hong Kong: Mai Po 
Nature Reserve and the Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site provides 
a vital stopover site and wintering ground in the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway (EAAF) for  tens of thousands of migratory 
birds to rest and forage. Regrettably, wetlands all along the 
EAAF and other flyways face numerous challenges. One of the 
major causes is human activities, such as urban development 
and the impacts of climate change and have resulted in the loss 
of enormous areas of habitat that are essential to migratory bird 
journeys. 

This is why WWF-Hong Kong began the “Wetland Incubator” 
Project supported by the Hongkong Bank Foundation in mid-
2021, adopting a multi-pronged approach to secure the future 
of wetlands, flyways and the lives that depend on them. 

Wetland Incubator action teams drawn from various stakeholder 
groups focus on priority themes. One of these is climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, with its dedicated team aiming 
to develop and prototype nature-based solutions to ease the 
impact of climate change on wetlands. Solutions so far include 
focusing on developing safer places for the black-winged stilts 
to breed, as their nesting grounds have become more precarious 
due to flooding created by sudden heavy rainstorms – which are 
becoming more common with the changing climate. 

The team engaged 2 teachers and 21 students from the HKICC 
Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity to design floating breeding 
platforms for the black-winged stilts which will allow them to 
continue nesting in Mai Po. These platforms will be deployed 
in two different locations, where the stilts have previously 
been sighted, data will then be collected through monitoring to 
determine how efficient they are and how they can be improved. 
Now let’s hear from some of the project participants! 

Kenneth Lee (Teacher) 

By participating, students can learn more about 
the local ecology and the need for conservation, 
while learning how to generate ideas, problem 
solve and prototype solutions. An especially 
important point for students is to understand 
that product design is useful for business, 
but also for non-commercial aspects like 
conservation. I hope the programme will inspire 
students to learn about the importance of Hong 
Kong ecology, conservation, and environmental 
protection, while also helping them learn to use 
their creativity and imagination to deal with 
challenges.

Coco Lam (Student)

We visited Mai Po twice, once on a familiarisation 
tour and then to do field research and collect 
materials for the platform. These visits helped 
us learn about the importance of Mai Po 
Nature Reserve and wildlife conservation. 
Seeing the massive number of birds at Mai Po 
was an unforgettable experience, because it’s 
so uncommon in Hong Kong. When building 
the platforms, I felt so happy every time our 
teammates met, came up with ideas and found 
the best solution. We also learned some insider 
knowledge, like buoyancy, which we never knew 
about. I’d like to say thanks to our teachers and 
to WWF for the guidance – and we hope the 
final product works! 

Cheung Sin Kei (Student)

Our second Mai Po visit was so inspiring – when 
we collected wood scraps for the platform, we 
found some termites, which allowed me to see 
the vibrancy of Mai Po’s wildlife with my own 
eyes. I also learned that there are many different 
species of birds in Hong Kong that need our 
protection. I really hope our floating platforms 
give black-winged stilts a better place to live! 

Agnes Ng (Student)

The most interesting parts were birdwatching 
in Mai Po and working with my teammates to 
build a nesting platform for migratory birds. 
We learned a lot about the birds that helped 
us enhance our designs. We also learned from 
experience, trying different combinations and 
stacking up different materials to create the best 
platform – like using soil, weeds and metal nets; 
or stones, weeds, and shells. 

WORLD  
MIGRATORY  
BIRD DAY

MAI PO & WETLANDS
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Hong Kong has a reputation for being a “food paradise”, and seafood is an integral part of many of 
our diverse cuisines. Reputation aside, the unfortunate reality is that Hong Kong’s marine resources 
are consistently outpaced by our consumption. Last year, WWF released an updated version of 
our Seafood Guide, continuing our work to help consumers lower their impact on the ocean by 
making sustainable seafood choices. This year, we are driving the concept of sustainable seafood 
forward in the food and beverage industry, by working to increase its availability in restaurants 
while also improving the transparency of the seafood supply chain. That is why we upgraded our 
Sustainable Seafood Business Membership Programme with soft-launch in January, providing a 
new way to promote sustainable seafood procurement and consumption in the city.

The programme was first introduced to provide our partners – mostly caterers and seafood 
suppliers – with a way to help them improve communication and efficiency when sourcing 

sustainable seafood. One highlight of the revamped programme is the Sustainable 
Seafood Supplier e-directory – this was developed to help businesses reliably 
look for sustainable seafood by giving them regular, assessed updates on the 
sustainability and availability of various seafood types. WWF provides suggestions 
to our restaurant members on seafood products and menu items, allowing them 
to embed the programme’s sustainable seafood badge next to specific dishes 
prepared with sustainable seafood as an recognition. These items are also added 
to the Seafood Guide for consumers’ reference. WWF also provides our restaurant 
members with marketing materials for sustainable seafood promotions, and 
educational factsheets to help suppliers and restaurants teach their employees 
about sustainable seafood. Members are recognised for their dedication with a 
WWF Sustainable Seafood Badge, which gives their clients a clear indication that 
they opt for sustainable choices.

The revamped programme has already attracted some of Hong Kong’s larger 
restaurant chains, and we expect to see more smaller-scale food enterprises 
follow their lead and start to provide sustainable alternatives to consumers and 
demonstrate a united vision to protect the world’s oceans.

OCEANS

SUSTAINABLE  
SEAFOOD BUSINESS 
MEMBERSHIP  
PROGRAMME
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FAR FROM 
“FIN”- ISHED

Though there have been fewer shark fin dishes on local menus 
these past few years, the danger to these beautiful creatures has 
not passed. Hong Kong remains a key hub for illegal shark fin 
trading, with 29 tonnes of fins seized in 2020 alone. 

Last year, with the inclusion of the illegal wildlife trade in 
Hong Kong’s Organised and Serious Crimes Ordinance (OSCO) 
– after years of lobbying by WWF-Hong Kong and other NGOs 
– the government gained more power to combat these crimes. 
But there is much more that we can do to help: We must reduce 
the demand for shark and ray fins. 

Sharks and rays play key roles in the marine ecosystems. They 
are crucial, not only to the health of the oceans, but also to the 
well-being of millions of people across the globe who rely on 
them for food, income and tourism opportunities. They even 
provide a crucial buffer against climate change by helping with 
carbon sequestration. Sharks and rays are especially vulnerable, 
as many are slow-growing and slow to reproduce. Today, 
tragically 37 per cent of all species of sharks and rays are at 
risk of extinction, including over 90 species which are critically 
endangered. 

To protect species by only allowing legal, 
traceable and sustainable trade, CITES 
(Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species) has imposed 
regulations, which mean that designated 
species of sharks and rays can be traded 
internationally only with a special permit 
from the exporting country. Even with these 
regulations, numerous obstacles lie ahead, 
including difficulties identifying sharks or 
rays from just their fins, unsustainable market 
demand, and the huge profits generated by illegal 
fin trading. Though local shark fin consumption has 
dropped lately, this is just a drop in the ocean: sharks 
and rays are still declining in record numbers.

Legal enforcement is key to protecting endangered species, but we can 
all do more – through our voices and our daily food choices. Say no to shark 
fin soup, convince those around you to do the same, and use the WWF Seafood 
Guide to buy only sustainable seafood. By helping reduce demand and improve 
fishing practices, we can save these majestic marine creatures from extinction.

*Excerpted and condensed from our article published in the South China Morning Post on  
 30 January 2022
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Hong Kong’s waters are home to around 6,000 marine species. Our local marine areas are used for many 
purposes – recreation, fisheries and aquaculture, marine transportation, and development work such as 
reclamation, piping, undersea cabling and others. Offshore wind farms may also soon be built. Some of these 
functions are not fully compatible with the biodiversity of this rich marine habitat, and some may even create 
irreversible impacts to the marine ecosystem if not managed properly.  

Which brings us to the government’s “Lantau Tomorrow” reclamation project. Although various groups have 
raised questions about the project brief and urged the government to withdraw or halt the plan, in late 2021, 
the Environmental Protection Department issued study briefs on the proposed project. 

WWF must emphasise that starting the environmental impact assessment (EIA) process prior to the 
completion of the 42-month feasibility study for the Lantau Tomorrow project is not procedurally sound. 
There is currently a lack of proof of principle for issues like the feasibility of the reclamation engineering. 
Also, critical perspectives, such as carbon performance and the environmental implications of reclamation 
materials, have not been properly addressed in the scope of EIA review. This is aggravating an already sub-
optimal situation.  

Reclamation projects create enormous potential impacts on the ecosystems and biodiversity of coastal 
waters. The ecological information of the proposed reclamation area has been 
not properly studied. In November 2021, WWF carried out coral surveys 
within the project area. We found coral communities at 14 of the 16 stations 
surveyed; these were located near the coastline of five islands in northeast 
Lantau waters. Among all coral colonies found, 35% to 60% of the colonies 
are of half a metre to one metre in size at the different stations. This indicates 
that these coral communities have been in place for a long time and are self-
reproducing and self-sustaining. WWF also analysed the acoustic complexity 
of the area, an innovative indicator of biological diversity. Data gathered over 
a month indicated the proposed reclamation area was diverse, biologically 
complex and requires more in-depth study. 
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Two marine mammals live in Hong Kong waters year-round: The well-known Chinese white 
dolphin and the shy, vulnerable finless porpoise. An acoustic study conducted by WWF in 
2019 in the proposed reclamation area revealed that finless porpoises were present in the 
area every day during their peak season. It is vital that we provide these exquisite creatures 
real protection and avoid a repeat of what occurred with the Chinese white dolphins north 
of Lantau: although EIA reports for construction of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau bridge 
and related projects predicted that the impact on dolphins could be “effectively mitigated”, 
monitoring since then has documented that the occurrence and density of the dolphins have 
dropped to very low levels, with no sign of recovery since 2015, across a 4,000 ha swathe of 
sea north of Lantau Island. We do not wish the same unfortunate outcome for the porpoises. 

A general lack of overall strategic planning on how Hong Kong waters are utilised has led to 
increasing conflicts between marine uses, conservation priorities and development interests. 
WWF believes that marine spatial planning (MSP) is the solution. MSP is a standardised, 
comprehensive, strategic, consultative, and transparent process that analyses and allocates 
the use of sea area to minimise conflicts between human activities, maximise benefits and 
ensure the resilience of marine ecosystems and ecosystem services. Just as the government is 
committed to proper land-use planning, it should immediately implement ecosystem-based 
MSP to ensure the proper usage of our waters.  SPOT-CHECK DIVE AND RAPID ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FINDINGS HIGHLIGHTS

Kau Yi Chau Siu Kau Yi 
Chau Peng Chau Sunshine 

Island Hei Ling Chau

Sampling sites 3 3 4 3 3

Maximum depth (m) 2.1 – 2.5 2.1 – 3 2.5 2.5 – 2.8 2.5 – 3.1

No of hard coral species 21 18 22 18 7

*Include Vulnerable  or Near Threatened  species? VU & NT VU & NT VU & NT VU & NT VU

Colonies size 
composition

Small  (< 20 cm) 20% 35% 30% 10% 15%

Medium (20 – 50 cm) 30% 28% 35% 40% 25%

Large  (50 – 100 cm) 40% 25% 25% 30% 43%

Very large  (>100 cm) 10% 13% 10% 20% 17%

To help build momentum to create an MSP framework for Hong Kong, WWF organised an 
interdisciplinary workshop on 7 January 2022, during the Second International Conference 
on Biodiversity, Ecology and Conservation of Marine Ecosystems. More than 90 participants 
from various sectors attended the workshop, including government officials, local and overseas 
academics, NGO staff, environmental concern groups and environmental consultants. Their 
enthusiastic participation indicates that stakeholders are eager to explore the opportunities 
that MSP may bring to achieve optimal ecological, economic and social objectives. 

The pressure on Hong Kong’s marine areas is only going to become more intense. Given 
increased national and international commitments to conserving the important biodiversity 
and the growing enormity of the environmental crises faced by the world, Hong Kong has a 
moral obligation to create solutions that will positively contribute to our planet.  

CHANGING THE WAY 
WE SEE THE SEA    

OCEANS
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31 December 2021 was a milestone in the fight against illegal ivory in Hong 
Kong. On this day, the city officially banned the sale of elephant ivory, 
including a complete ban on the commercial possession of all ivory, except 
pre-1925 antique ivory and other look-alike ivory products. 

Though this was a historic day, whether the ban is enough to stop illegal 
wildlife trafficking is in question. Loopholes like the exclusion of antique 
ivory and the continuing insatiable demand for ivory are shifting the ivory 
trade underground. Unfortunately, this means that elephants are still at risk, 
and that Hong Kong needs to go further in our battle against the ivory trade. 

In a wider sense, Hong Kong has a long, dark and justified reputation for 
being a hub for the illegal wildlife trade. In the 1970s and 1980s, the city 
gained notoriety as one of the largest importers of elephant tusks, and was 
a leading re-exporter of both worked and raw ivory tusks for decades. In 
1989, an international trade ban introduced by CITES led to a decline in 
the ivory trade in Hong Kong and across the Asia-Pacific region. Sadly, the 
decline was short-lived and no specific bans were enacted locally. With ivory 
being a traditional symbol of wealth and high status in many Asian cultures, 
particularly China, the demand for ivory products surged in the early 2000s 
as the country’s economy boomed. 

In 2018, after continuous efforts by WWF and many other stakeholders, 
Hong Kong finally enacted a three-phase ban on elephant ivory. The first 
two phases banned the import and re-export of all elephant hunting trophies 
and all ivory, including pre-CITES ivory, and have been in place since 2018. 
Concerningly, the first two phases did little to dent the demand for ivory 
in Hong Kong, as several high-profile seizures revealed that smuggling 
continued unabated. The third phase – the closure of local ivory markets – 
came into effect at the end of 2021. 

This reveals a hard truth: banning the ivory trade alone, without addressing 
the demand for ivory products, only forces the trade underground and makes 
it even harder to trace and stop. As of November 2021, there were still 47.1 
tonnes of ivory left in the Hong Kong market – one reason being that most 
sales in the past came from either exports or tourism, and the export ban  
narrowed market of selling ivory to local buyers, resulted in a sharp decline 
in ivory sales.

This has resulted in another loophole that will allow the ivory trade to 
continue: Traders may now try to sell their remaining stock on the black 
market, passing it off as antique ivory and other look-alike ivory. For most 
people who lack the proper equipment, it is impossible to distinguish antique 
ivory or non-elephant ivory from illegal elephant ivory, especially when 
looking at small pieces. 

Outside our city, other jurisdictions are taking a more proactive approach. 
In New York, the state’s ivory law prohibits the sale, offer for sale, purchase, 
trade, barter or distribution of elephant and mammoth ivory articles and 
rhinoceros horn. There are limited exceptions which are regulated and 
licensed by the Department of Environmental Conservation, giving the 
government full control over all trade in ivory articles and rhinoceros horn.

Another example is Singapore, which used to be a hotspot for the import 
and export of ivory until it passed a total ban on all ivory trade in 2019. The 
domestic sale, import and export of elephant ivory, as well as all types of ivory 
products, are now completely prohibited, as is the public display of elephant 
ivory and ivory products for sale. 

Hong Kong is clearly lagging behind – with such wide loopholes and a 
thriving demand, it does not take an experienced conservationist to predict 
that wildlife criminals will continue to bring elephant ivory into Hong Kong 
and that unscrupulous traders will continue to try to sell it.

Hong Kong needs to ban the sale of antique ivory and look-alike ivory and 
take proactive measures to bring down demand immediately. Only then can 
we break this vicious cycle and give elephants the protection they deserve. 

*Excerpted and condensed from our article published in the South China Morning Post on  
 16 January 2022

FIXING THE IVORY 
BAN LOOPHOLES: 
AN URGENT NEW 
MISSION
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Our younger generation is facing an unprecedented cluster of challenges that is 
hitting them from all angles: Academics, personal development, relationships 
with family and friends, and wider problems in society. Together, these challenges 
are causing enormous stress, affecting the happiness and well-being of our youth.

At the same time, a growing body of research is showing us that exposure to the 
natural environment creates beneficial effects on health, helps reduce stress and 
speeds up healing.

In July 2021, WWF-Hong Kong launched the Flow with Nature: Youth Action 
Project with the generous support from The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation 
Hong Kong, seeking to enhance collective and individual well-being by 
reconnecting young people with nature through various activities and training. 
By practicing sustainable lifestyle habits and promoting nature conservation, 
young people can experience a state of “flow”: Complete immersion in nature 
and a way to find the meaning of life.

A collaboration between WWF and City University of Hong Kong’s Positive 
Education Laboratory, the project also includes positive psychological elements 
that inspire the young participants to discover their strengths and potential and 
increase their motivation to conserve nature.

Let’s hear from some of the programme-goers!

Leung Hoi Yan, Annie

It’s a great opportunity for us to relax and get in touch 
with Mother Nature. Through the activities, we gain a 
deeper understanding of the interconnected relationship 
between ourselves and nature, how we can pass on 
conservation messages to future generations and how we 
live sustainably. 

The most unforgettable moment for me was when 
we removed the short-leaved malacea galingale and 
apple snails from the mudflats. It was a new, fun and 
memorable experience, especially since we did it with 
our peers. It made me feel happy, as we got to explore 
different roles and help each other. It was also fun getting 
close to nature while engaging with my classmates – it 
was relaxing and refreshing.

Chan Wing Lok, Chloe

I found the mindfulness exercise at the Lau Shui Heung 
most impressive. Different with hiking that I normally 
did, this rare experience can let me clam down in nature 
and allows me to feel my emotions and release my 
stress. Through exploring nature with different senses, 
it seems “re-activate” my sensory to observe the details 
surrounding me. The thinking methods that I have 
learnt from this programme like AEIOU approach and 
4F reflection model also taught me how to review and 
understand myself.

“

Wong Hoi Tung 

I am a F.4 student studying geography. This programme 
allows me to understand more about conservation in 
Hong Kong and how people can live with nature in 
harmony. The most memorable experience to me is 
exploring Mai Po Nature Reserve. We got to walk along 
the floating boardwalk – which is a restricted area and 
requires an entry permit – and visit a darkened bird 
hide. When we opened its windows, we saw a specular 
view with reeds and all different kinds of migratory 
birds –black-faced spoonbills and little egrets foraging 
and mudskippers on the mudflat. It was a truly amazing 
experience for me. I learned that nature is a shared home 
for humans and different animals, and we should spread 
the word to promote conservation across Hong Kong. 

Leung Sen Yi, Meeco

I joined this programme because it addresses nature from 
a psychological perspective, which is quite different from 
other courses. Every activity was impressive and new to 
me, but the most unforgettable was having lunch in the 
fields with my fellow participants. We ate vegetables that 
we just picked from an organic farm, using bowls and 
chopsticks made from bamboo leaves and stems. This 
drove home the fact that our food and resources come 
from the nature and that we have been taking things for 
granted. We are actually part of nature – and through 
FLOW activities, we are giving back to Mother Nature.

”

Evaluation & 
reflection

Presentation &  
project closing

Re-imagine & 
co-create
Soft skills  
workshop

Relate & discover
Orientation

Outdoor excursions

Take action
Youth-led  

conservation 
project

FLOW WITH  
NATURE

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & EDUCATION 
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OUR CENTRES
Our visitor centres are open with small group activities. We have enhanced our health precautions and adjusted 
opening hours to welcome your family and friends to Mai Po, Hoi Ha Wan, Island House in Tai Po, and our 
premises in Central!

Wild tiger populations have declined by 95% since the 
beginning of the 20th century. Today, only around 3,900 
wild tigers remain.  The time for action is now. 

Corporate members can join eco-guided visits and activities 
at our centres. Contact our team to organize eco-guided 
activities, shoreline clean-ups and sustainability workshops 
in a safe, outdoor environment. 

CORPORATE

Book now

Become a Tiger 
Protector Now 

TIGERS

GET INVOLVED! WWF-Hong Kong hosts an array of activities for you to join.

KEY EVENTS

Open for 
Bookings

Check out the upcoming activities at our centres, which take place with small 
groups in the outdoors. 

BIG BIRD RACE 
23 April

EARTH HOUR 2022 ONLINE MUSIC LIVE  
14 May 

CENTRAL SUSTAINABLE LIVING HUB 
4-5 June Jewel Orchid Terranium

HOI HA WAN FESTIVAL  
14-15 May

HOI HA WAN FESTIVAL
海下灣嘉年華

Our event ambassadors will perform in Island House for  
audiences to enjoy a night of entertainment. 

Central Sustainable Living Hub 

Hoi Ha Marine Life Centre  

Mai Po Nature Reserve   

Island House  
Conservation Studies Centre

Donate for 
event pass
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The role of mangroves in coastal 
protection and resilience-building 

cannot be ignored as rising 
temperatures and sea levels 

intensify the ferocity. 

©
 S

tu P
orter / S

hutterstock.com

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF ® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark 
© 1986 熊貓標誌 WWF, ® “WWF”是世界自然基金會的註冊商標

1 Tramway Path, Central, Hong Kong
香港中環纜車徑一號

Tel 電話：(852) 2526 1011   Fax 傳真：(852) 2845 2764   Email 電郵：wwf@wwf.org.hk
Registered Name 註冊名稱：World Wide Fund For Nature Hong Kong 世界自然（香港）基金會
(Incorporated in Hong Kong with limited liability by guarantee 於香港註冊成立的擔保有限公司）


