
Are We Eating Our Own Future?
Hong Kong’s long love affair with seafood has left an indelible mark 
on the world’s oceans and brought many marine species to the brink 
of extinction. We examine how today’s rapidly-changing attitudes 
are transforming our eating habits and creating positive changes in 
the deep blue sea.
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The ocean is very much on my mind these days. Hong Kong is of course a seaside city and the 
ocean is never far away, yet apart from spending the occasional day at the beach, many of us 
do not connect the marine environment to our daily lives. According to a recent WWF report, 
“Marine Protected Areas - Smart Investments in Ocean Health”, a healthy, thriving ocean is not 
only good for our minds and bodies, it creates significant economic benefits.

But today, the health of the global oceans is at risk. There are numerous threats, but one of 
the most serious is humanity’s over-consumption of seafood and the consequent decrease 
in fisheries resources around the world. This is a pivotal issue for us: Hong Kong people are 
very fond of seafood. We are the second-largest per capita consumer of seafood in Asia, with a 
fisheries footprint that stretches far beyond our borders.

WWF is employing many strategies to make things better for the marine environment. 
First, we believe that creating more marine protected areas in Hong Kong waters and 
around the world will not only help alleviate the many threats faced by the ocean; it will 
also secure the livelihoods of people who live and work near the sea, especially those in the 
fishing and tourism industries.

WWF also ran our Sustainable Seafood Week for the second time, a Hong Kong-wide campaign 
which raised awareness of the importance of eating seafood harvested from sustainably-
managed fisheries. This year, we proudly partnered with 114 restaurants from across the city’s 
dining spectrum, including – for the first time – a number of Chinese restaurants. Serving 
ocean friendly menus and items which appear on the “Green” list in WWF’s Seafood Guide, the 
restaurants and participants worked together to protect our marine environment. We all need 
to be doing more of this.

In this issue of About Life, apart from reporting on marine conservation, we also bring you 
news on our exciting new “Discovering Biodiversity in Hong Kong Wetlands” project and a 
fascinating interview with our Mai Po Nature Reserve colleague about a trip to South Korea.

I sincerely hope you enjoy reading this issue and don’t forget, whether you’re dining in or 
dining out, always remember to choose sustainable seafood!

Adam Koo, 
Chief Executive Officer 
WWF-Hong Kong
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GLOBAL 
CONSERVATION NEWS

WWF welcomes the release of new maps which will 
provide soy producers with specific guidance on avoiding 
expansion into high conservation value areas of forest, 
savannah and grassland which have high conservation 
value. These maps are sorely needed as soy plantations 
are still expanding, causing further deforestation surges 
and exacerbating the loss of wildlife habitat. WWF hopes 
that consumers will urge their favourite retailers, brands 
and fast food companies to commit to zero deforestation 
and responsible soy production under the Round Table 
on Responsible Soy (RTRS) agreement. 

Ecuador – One of the world’s most depleted fish species 
is now at even greater risk following the failure of the 
fisheries commission for the eastern Pacific Ocean to 
agree on a recovery plan. The breeding stock of Pacific 
bluefin tuna, overfished and seriously depleted, is now 
at just four per cent of its original level – the lowest ever 
for any bluefin species. “It is extremely disappointing 
that the negotiations have produced so little in the way 
of protecting Pacific bluefin tuna stocks,” said Pablo 
Guerrero, a specialist from WWF-International. “A 
rigorous recovery plan with strict measures, especially 
to protect juveniles, could have offered a chance for this 
fishery to recover.”   

China’s State Forestry Administration recently confiscated 
and destroyed 662 kg of ivory, announcing that authorities 
will impose strict controls on ivory processing and trade 
until such activities are eventually phased out entirely. WWF 
applauds the Chinese government’s determination to combat 
the illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products. Continuing 
cooperation between the Chinese government and world 
governments, the commercial sector and other organizations 
will be indispensible to conserving wildlife in the future. 
All these bodies need to work together to heighten public 
awareness and tackle this exceptionally pressing issue before 
the world’s elephants become extinct.

The growing lobster market in Lombok, Indonesia is driving 
the fishing industry to harvest both large-sized lobsters 
and tiny lobster seeds, leading to a potential collapse of 
the fishery. WWF is deeply concerned about this situation. 
Earlier this year, the Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs 
and Fisheries introduced legislation to regulate the capture 
size of lobsters to at least 8cm and require fishermen to 
rerelease lobster seeds under spawning conditions. WWF-
Indonesia supports these regulations and is devoted to 
exploring other fishery resources to diversify the income of 
people in the industry. We are also working to introduce the 
concept of sustainable seafood to consumers in the country.

The Magical Mekong report has recorded 139 newly-
discovered species in southeast Asia’s Greater Mekong 
region. A wasp called Ampulex dementor (which obtained its 
name from the Harry Potter series), bats with nightmarish 
fangs and stealthy wolf snakes are some of the more striking 
discoveries. But despite discovering an average of three new 
species every week, many more will vanish before they are 
even discovered. Poaching and infrastructural development 
are taking a heavy toll on these species and their habitats. 
As in many other heavily-populated regions, cross-border 
cooperation for the sake of sustainable development will be 
the key to conserving and preserving these species.

Amur tigers were once found throughout north Asia but 
by the 1940s hunting had driven them to the brink of 
extinction, with only 40 individuals remaining in the wild. 
After concerted conservation efforts, a recent census by the 
Russian government revealed that there are now between 
480 and 540 tigers, 100 of which are cubs. WWF believes 
that government support is the key to conservation, and 
the imposition of tough punishments like the introduction 
of criminal charges for the illegal hunting, storage and 
trafficking of endangered animals has played a part in 
conserving these beautiful creatures. WWF is urging 
every “tiger country” to conduct a census, as they are 
indispensable to the Tx2 project target: to double global 
tiger numbers by 2022.

MAPS FOR SOY PRODUCERS 
SET TO CONSERVE VALUABLE 
NATURAL ASSETS

PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA 
SURVIVAL IN QUESTION AFTER 
PLAN FAILURE

CHINA SENDS STRONG SIGNALS 
IT IS COMMITTED TO STAMPING 
OUT THE IVORY TRADE 

INDONESIA: LOBSTER STOCKS 
GRADUALLY INCREASING

139 NEW SPECIES DISCOVERED 
IN THE MEKONG REGION

RUSSIA: AMUR TIGER NUMBERS 
REBOUND IMPRESSIVELY
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FISHING ON 
THE EDGE

 5

All of humanity is inextricably linked to the sea, but Hong Kong 
people are especially close to it. With their homes spanning the 
islands and coasts of this former thriving fishing port, the citizens of 
Hong Kong have always had a diet rich in seafood.

The territory’s relatively recent economic success has not diminished 
this appetite, it has only made it greater. The latest figures from the 
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization show that Hong Kong’s 
per capita consumption of seafood, including both freshwater and 
marine aquatic products, was more than 70 kg per year in 2011 – the 
second-highest per capita amount in Asia and the seventh highest in 
the world.

But our voracious hunger, along with that of seafood consumers 
around the world, is costing the oceans a terrible price. As Mr 
Lambertini points out, we are recklessly taking resources out of the 
ocean with little regard for the future. This insatiable desire for the 
bounty of the ocean is already affecting us, with prices rising and 
some species of seafood becoming increasingly hard to find on the 
market; but it will affect future generations far more.

 

VALUE OF THE OCEAN
Too often, environmental damage is not quantified in measurable 
terms. Now, for the first time, a dollar figure has been put on the 
“worth” of the world’s oceans. A recent report by WWF International 
estimates this to be USD 24 trillion – this is the net economic value 
provided by the food, tourism, coastal protection and other services 
that the oceans of our globe provide. When compared to the world’s 
top 10 economies, the ocean would rank seventh with an annual 
value of US$2.5 trillion. Over 25 per cent of this figure comes directly 
from oceanic output – i.e. fishing and aquaculture services. 

The trouble is that this wealth is not being sustainably or effectively 
protected – we are heading into rough waters with no way out. 
With Hong Kong fish stocks having virtually collapsed in the 1990s, 
the territory now imports as much as 90 per cent of the seafood 
we consume from over 170 of the world’s countries and territories. 
With global fish stocks in decline across the board, this presents a 
clear danger to Hong Kong: there are no guarantees we will be able 
to access these countries’ fisheries resources in the years to come, 
especially countries where an increasing number of people already 
rely on seafood as a key source of animal protein.

“The ocean rivals the wealth of the world’s richest 
countries, but it is being allowed to sink to 
the depths of a failed economy. As responsible 
shareholders, we cannot seriously expect to keep 
recklessly extracting the ocean’s valuable assets 
without investing in its future.”   

Marco Lambertini, Director General,  
WWF International
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INTRODUCE THE SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD
WWF-Hong Kong first began raising awareness about 
the importance of sustainable seafood in 2007 when we 
published the first edition of our Seafood Guide, which 
divided over 70 marine species commonly found in Hong 
Kong  into three categories, “Red – Avoid”, “Yellow – 
Think Twice” and “Green – Recommended”. Aiming to 
“turn the tide” and empower Hong Kong people to start 
making sustainable seafood choices, the Guide is now 
available in a wide variety of print and electronic formats. 
An updated edition was released along with a smartphone 
app in late 2014.

The Guide has been instrumental in raising understanding 
and communicating the seriousness of our seafood situation. 
For example, our 2015 fish tank index study of 57 Chinese 
and seafood restaurants revealed that over 50 per cent of 
the live seafood for sale in these restaurants belonged in the 
“Red – Avoid” category, i.e. they were unsustainable.

In 2010, we began working with businesses across the city 
to promote sustainable seafood in the hotel and catering 
industries and improve sourcing practices throughout the 
market. In 2011, WWF organized Hong Kong’s first-ever 
Sustainable Seafood Week (SSW) which gained the support 
of nine western restaurants. The latest “SSW” held in late 
June and early July 2015 saw an explosion of support, with 
114 restaurants from across the spectrum participating: 
Western and Chinese restaurants, a fast-food chain and 
even a Hong Kong-style teahouse, located in almost every 
district of Hong Kong. This was also the first time SSW 
partnered with Chinese restaurants.

“I’m FINished with fins” 
Hand in hand with rising public awareness of sustainable 
seafood issues has come a significant decline in the 
consumption of a prominent – and controversial – seafood 
item: shark fin. Popular media campaigns like 2014’s “I’m 
FINished with fins” have attracted attention and support 
from across society and have led to a massive change in 
attitudes and consumption patterns. WWF-Hong Kong 
research shows that the volume of shark fin consumed in 
Hong Kong in 2013 dropped by 47 per cent compared to 
2012, and a recent University of Hong Kong study found 
that “almost half of people in 2014 had not eaten shark fin in 
the previous 12 months, compared to 17.5 per cent in 2009”, 
while over 90 per cent of respondents said it was either ‘very 
acceptable’ or ‘acceptable’ not to have shark fin on the menu 
at a wedding banquet.

For traditional Hong Kong, this is a huge change in a short 
period of time. This sea change in perceptions is extremely 
encouraging, and creates a great deal of hope for the future 
of fisheries and sustainable seafood in the city and across 
Asia. As evidenced by the recent success of SSW, some 
forward-thinking businesses are already catching the wave 
of sustainable seafood and enjoying success as a result.

With leaders in the restaurant and catering industries 
now firmly on board and with attitudes across Hong Kong 
changing fast, the future is looking bright for sustainable 
seafood. It is time for other industries around Hong Kong 
to catch up, and time for all of us to start thinking globally 
and holistically while acting locally and practically. We 
all owe our lives to the sea and it is high time we started 
investing in its future. 

One partner for this year’s SSW was the Hong Kong 
Maxim’s Group, which has been working continuously with 
WWF-Hong Kong since 2012.

“Our group believes we have the 
responsibility to act on this urgently 
since we consume a lot of marine 
resources for our business. Though it 
is not a simple switchover which can 
be done overnight, we will continue 
to put our efforts into the Ocean-
Friendly Menu. Unfortunately time 
is not on our side and we have to act 
before it is too late.”

Mr Norbert Tan 
General Manager (Supply Chain and Quality Assurance)
Maxim’s Catering Limited

International hotel operator Hyatt is another leader WWF 
is proud to partner with. In August 2014, with the support 
of WWF, Hyatt announced a global initiative to improve the 
overall sustainability of seafood across the group. The Hyatt 
hotels in Hong Kong are actively involved in this global 
initiative. 

“The depletion of world’s fisheries is 
a global issue; however Hong Kong 
can and should play a proactive role 
to work out local solutions which can 
create a global impact.”

Mr Marco Avitabile 

Regional Vice President (Food and Beverage – Asia Pacific)

Hyatt Hotels Corporation

©
 Jürgen Freund  / W

W
F

©
 W

W
F-H

ong Kong

©
 M

ichael S
utton / W

W
F

©
  B

rent S
tirton / G

etty Im
ages



 9

LEARNING 
TO SAY NO 
TO IVORY 
PRODUCTS

What comes to mind when you think of ivory? “Luxury 
products”, you might say. The consumers of these 
products need to know that behind that spotless white 
colour, ivory is red: blood red. The global illegal ivory 
trade is at an all-time high, with the huge market demand 
for ivory taking a terrible toll on the world’s elephants. 
The population of African elephants has fallen from 
between three and five million in the early 1900s to 
around 500,000 today. An average at least 30,000 
elephants are killed in Africa for their tusks every year, 
with numbers climbing alarmingly in recent years.

Hong Kong is one of the world’s busiest ports and a 
gateway to Asia. The sheer volume of goods and people 
crossing our borders creates enormous opportunities for 
smugglers. Illegal ivory products heading from Africa into 
Asia are frequently detected by Hong Kong customs, for 
example on 29 July, a man travelling from Lagos, Nigeria 
was arrested at the airport with 15 kg of ivory tusks 
hidden on his person. There have been many similar 
incidents in recent years.

©  Martin Harvey / WWF



GETTING 
TO KNOW 
CHINESE WHITE 
DOLPHINS 
THROUGH 
WWF’S 
INTERPRETERS 

To raise public awareness about the urgent need to 
conserve Chinese white dolphins, WWF-Hong Kong 
is engaging Tai O dolphin watching walla-walla boat 
operators in a pioneering pilot project – our new Dolphin 
Watching Interpreter Pilot Programme.The project’s 
goal is to train a group of university students to provide 
interpretation services to visitors on Tai O-based boats, 
promoting both the conservation of Chinese white dolphins 
and the unique culture of Tai O. The public phase of the 
project will last for four months, from July to October this 
year. We caught up with two student interpreters and asked 
them about their experiences so far.

W: WWF        K: Kelvin, Interpreter        R: Roy, Interpreter

W: What made you want to be a WWF Tai O Interpreter? 

R: ‘Hope’ was the reason why I signed up. Hope was a 
Chinese white dolphin found seriously injured in Hong 
Kong waters last January. She was rescued but died soon 
afterwards. Her death reminded me how inadequate local 
measures are at protecting these dolphins and when I saw a 
poster for the interpreter programme, I applied. 

K: As I was applying for the programme, the third runway 
construction project, which is quite critical, was approved 
by the Executive Council. Some people do not think the 
government thoroughly consulted all stakeholders. What 
I was thinking is: “What can I do for environmental?” I 
decided to play a role in what I am able to do. 

W: What was the most memorable moment of your 

training? 

K: The training was interesting. Before I began, all I knew 
about Chinese white dolphins was that they are pink 
and friendly to humans. Now I know many interesting 
facts, like because they like to follow fishing boats and 
prey on fish close to their nets, fishermen saw them as 
competitors, earning them nicknames like “Baiji” (“white 
taboo”) and “Wuji” (“black taboo” – after the dark grey 
skin of the juveniles). 
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A new report on illegal ivory trade released by an 
elephant conservation organization illustrates the 
depth and complexity of Hong Kong’s relationship with 
elephant ivory. According to the report, Hong Kong has 
more elephant ivory items displayed for retail sale than 
any other surveyed city in the world. Out of 72 retail 
outlets surveyed in the main tourist areas in Hong Kong, 
a total of 30,856 ivory items were available for sale. 
Jewellery was the most popular ivory item, accounting for 
57 per cent of the items on sale, with small figurines the 
second most popular at 31 per cent. Hong Kong retailers 
claim that their ivory items are drawn from a stockpile of 
ivory which was imported into the city before 1990, when 
such imports were still legal. Meanwhile, Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Conservation Department statistics shows 
that the current size of this stockpile is 111.3 tonnes. Are 
the retailers telling the truth? It is far from certain.

According to Cheryl Lo, Senior Wildlife Crime Officer 
for WWF-Hong Kong,“The number of elephants in 
Africa continues to decline at an alarming rate. Hong 
Kong urgently needs a firm plan and timeline to phase 
out the commercial processing and sale of ivory. In 
addition, adequate resources are needed for inspection 
and enforcement efforts.” While the current situation is 
worrisome, fortunately attitudes across Asia are beginning 
to change at both the governmental and individual level. 
Last year, the Hong Kong government took the historic 
step of beginning to destroy its confiscated stockpile of 
illegal ivory. And in May this year, a HKU survey found 
that 75 per cent of Hong Kong people supported a blanket 
ban on selling ivory in Hong Kong. 

WWF would like to see an immediate halt to the sale of 
any ivory products anywhere in the SAR. It is important 
that the government is committed to its obligations – 
both legal and moral – to the world’s elephants. Your 
support is crucial to the success of this effort: From now 
on, stop buying ivory products or products which could 
possibly be made of ivory, like trinkets, figurines, and 
jewellery. If you are in doubt as to an item’s origin or 
ingredients, do not take your money out. No matter when 
or where, say NO to ivory products! 

 The population of African elephants 

3–5 million

500,000

early 1900s

today

CONSERVATION



R: We learned about their characteristics, the threats they 
face and the opportunities for dolphin conservation. I 
enjoyed the simulated interpretation most – some students 
acted as interpreters, some as the boat skippers and others 
as tourists, allowing us to understand the needs of the 
different parties. 

W: Tell us about your work.

K: Every weekend, we arrive in Tai O in the early morning 
and work from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. We set up the 
roll-up banners in the operators’ booths and prepare marine 
conservation brochures for visiting tourists.

K: The four participating walla-walla operators are located 
near the Tai O Bridge. Look for the interpreters wearing 

“Dolphins, I care!” T-shirts – we’re usually next to the booths 
or on the boats. 

R: For the interpretation itself, first we introduce the 
programme and the safety rules. Then, as we motor along 
the Tai O River, we introduce Tai O’s history and culture. 
Finally, when we’re out at sea dolphin watching, we talk 
about marine conservation and the dolphins. 

W: What are your expectations for the future?

R: I hope our interpretation work will change people’s 
perceptions about dolphin watching from being “just 
sightseeing” into what it really is: an eco-tourism activity 
involving environmental protection and public education 
and creating benefits for local residents.

K: I hope the programme will lead to a win-win situation, 
where tourism in Tai O is stimulated and a safer habitat for 
Chinese white dolphins created at the same time.

12 About Life 2015
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After years of neglect and indiscriminate pollution by 
marine litter, Hong Kong’s magnificent coastlines are finally 
getting the care and attention they deserve. Since June 
2014, WWF-Hong Kong, together with 6 strategic partner 
organizations has been running the pioneering Coastal 
Watch project. The project’s aim is sky-high: trace the 
sources of marine litter by performing numerous surveys, 
with the ultimate goal of helping the government formulate 
effective long-term solutions to our persistent and unsightly 
marine litter problem. Coastal Watch also aims to educate a 
broad segment of the Hong Kong public about our marine 
environment and then inspire and mobilize them to take 
positive action to shape its future.

Coastal Watch is the only conservation project in Hong 
Kong to simultaneously conduct marine litter and ecological 

surveys on our seashores, in our coastal waters and 
underwater. Underwater litter studies in Hong Kong are 
very rare, making any data collected extremely valuable. 
This novel two-year project has now reached the halfway 
point, with the Phase Two kickoff ceremony being held in 
late June 2015.

COASTAL WATCH’S FIRST-YEAR FINDINGS
At the ceremony, the preliminary results of Coastal Watch’s 
first-year findings were revealed. The project covered 27 
coastal and underwater sites of ecological value, including 
mangroves, mudflats, sandy beaches, rocky shores, coral 
communities and coastal waters. It was determined that 
plastic constituted an average of at least 60 per cent of the 

litter on the land-based sites and underwater, while at the 
floating litter sites, the proportion of plastic was above 80 
per cent.

Patrick Yeung, the Coastal Watch project manager, 
remarked that, “The data obtained proved that the 
composition of coastal and underwater marine litter is 
dominated by plastics. This reveals that plastic litter can 
pose a serious threat to underwater environments, even 
though they are places that most members of the public 
seldom visit”. It can take plastic decades or even hundreds 
of years to decompose in the natural environment, during 
which time it can be absorbed by marine organisms. The 
resulting pollutants not only harm the health of these 
organisms, they can eventually affect fishery resources and 
human health if they bio-accumulate along the food chain. 
The stakeholders involved in formulating solutions must 
begin to face up to the serious threats posed by marine litter.

NUMBER OF PROJECT SITES INCREASED
The second year of Coastal Watch will see an expansion in 
the number of project sites, from 27 to 34. These new sites 
are all of high conservation value and are located across 
Hong Kong – from Tai O to Shui Hau to Siu Lam and 
Sham Wan on Lamma Island. Each site is characterized by 
a unique feature – for example, Shui Hau is an important 
horseshoe crab habitat, while Sham Wan is the only known 
nesting site of Green turtles in Hong Kong. All the sites 
also have something more sinister in common – they 
consistently have to cope with the threat of marine litter. 

Following the same methodology as the first year, teams 
of volunteers will first undergo training before heading out 
to the sites, where they will perform ecological survey and 
marine litter survey, and finally clean up and remove the 
debris at the adopted sites. The process will be repeated at 
every site two to four times during the year.

REPORTING BLACK SPOTS VIA MOBILE TECHNOLOGY
In addition to further editions of the popular Coastal 
Watch Ocean Seminar series, Phase Two of the project will 
also see Coastal Watch begin cooperating with TrailWatch, 
an online platform on the Creative Commons which allows 
members of the public to make instant, independent 
reports regarding litter and pollution incidents in Hong 
Kong. TrailWatch will add a “marine litter” icon to its 
existing mobile app, which will add momentum and raise 
awareness by getting the public involved in solving our 
intractable marine pollution problem.

Coastal Watch is not only a pioneering marine litter 
survey and clean-up project, it may be instrumental in 
finally solving Hong Kong’s marine litter problem and 
offering more protection to our precious marine species. 
We congratulate the Coastal Watch team on their success 
and look forward to great things in the second year of this 
important project!
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JOINING A “DECADE OF BIODIVERSITY”
In response to the United Nations’ declaration of 2011-2020 
as a “Decade of Biodiversity”, the Hong Kong government 
formed a steering committee to develop a Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) – a conservation 
plan designed to tie in with Hong Kong’s sustainable 
development. In March 2015, WWF-Hong Kong launched 
a two-year project which will complement the BSAP called 

“Discovering Biodiversity in Hong Kong Wetlands”. The 
project aims to investigate historical trends by collating 
existing biological information from Mai Po Nature Reserve 
and nearby environments – conducting in-depth biological 
field surveys to gather up-to-date biological information. 
Other objectives of the project include fostering local and 
regional involvement and enhancing public awareness 
through the recruitment of “citizen scientists”, alongside a 
number of other engagement activities. 

During the project’s course, WWF will publish related 
education materials and organize wetland-themed 
symposiums to share wetland conservation knowledge 
and ideas with the public. This iconic project was officially 
launched on 22 May, the same day as the United Nations’ 
International Day for Biological Diversity. The project 
has been made possible thanks to the generous support 
of The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 
Limited (HSBC).

Mai Po Nature Reserve is an iconic Hong Kong 
wetland, renowned locally and throughout south 
China. Each year, the Reserve provides food and 
habitat for more than 60,000 migrating waterbirds 
from approximately 400 species. The wider Mai Po 
and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar site is also home to 
numerous types of local wildlife including aquatic 
flora and fauna, insects, amphibians, reptiles, fish 
and mammals. With its incredibly rich biodiversity, 
Mai Po is part of Hong Kong’s unique natural 
heritage and is deserving of further study.

There is no doubt that the Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay 
Ramsar site is a hugely significant environment both 
locally and regionally. Actively managed by WWF-Hong 
Kong for more than 30 years, the site provides habitat 
for a rich variety of local and migratory wildlife. Over 20 
species have been discovered here, including Parasesarma 
maipoensis and the Mai Po Bent-winged firefly (Pteroptyx 
maipo) – which was not named until 2011. We firmly 
believe that this project will lead to even more interesting 
and valuable discoveries. Not only will the findings serve 
as a significant reference point for the government's BSAP, 
they will also help protect wildlife habitats. 

 

THE CITIZEN  SCIENTIST TEAMS ARE READY!
Alex Wong, Project Manager for Discovering Biodiversity 
in Hong Kong Wetlands, is pleased with the overwhelming 
public response the project has received so far, saying 

"We aimed to enlist up to 240 Citizen Scientist for the 
project team, but surprisingly, the number of participants 
for the first phase – ranging from students, retirees and 
professionals – has already far exceeded our expectations.”

CITIZEN SCIENTIST 
The concept of “citizen science” emphasizes public 
part ic ipat ion placing value on the physical  and 
intellectual efforts made by ordinary people wishing 
to contribute to science. In short, it is a participative 
science: a member of the general public, playing the 
role of a scientist, engages in scientific work under the 
direction of professional researchers or scientists. The 
citizens’ scope of work includes research on initial 
problems, developments in technology, the collection and 
analysis of data and other areas.

WWF has great hopes that these volunteers will gain 
valuable biodiversity knowledge by participating in the 
numerous expert-guided scientific studies. Alex continues, 

“The project team will also work with local teachers to 
publish education materials and organize wetland-
themed symposiums to share our findings with both the 
conservation community and the public."

Alex also revealed that WWF will arrange for the project 
team to work within research categories that most 
interest them. These include mammals, crabs, insects and 
mudflat benthic organisms. "Volunteers are guaranteed 
to have loads of fun by conducting these interesting 
surveys! For example, surveyors will need to stretch a 
piece of bed sheet-like white cloth under a tall tree, then 
gently shake the tree and collect the insects which drop 
on the cloth. Experts will then research these insects. 
They may also need to ride a bike back and forth across 
Mai Po Nature Reserve to ensure that the field cameras 
are properly functioning." 

Interesting and engaging surveys like these are now in full 
swing, being implemented by Alex, expert groups and the 
project team. We will release the initial research results in 
the near future. We look forward to sharing our exciting 
discoveries with you soon!  

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
"DISCOVERING BIODIVERSITY IN HONG KONG 
WETLANDS” PROJECT.

WWF’S 
“DISCOVERING 
BIODIVERSITY 
IN HONG KONG 
WETLANDS” 
PROJECT  
KICKS OFF!

VOLUNTEERS SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES

“I have always liked hiking and I would 
like to get to know more about the nature 
and share with others how lovely it is,” 

Mr Fong, retiree 

“I think that Mai Po is the most beautiful 
place in Hong Kong. I am a plant lover so I 
hope that I can see more pteridophytes on 
this journey,” 

Judy, student
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When did you join WWF and what did you do before 

that?

I joined WWF as a Reserve Officer in August 2014. Before 
that I worked at Mai Po as an interpreter in 2007-2008. I 
majored in Environmental Life Science at the University of 
Hong Kong. After graduation, I worked as an ecologist at an 
ecological consultancy for five years.

 

Tell us about your interest in bird watching.

I started bird watching when I was an undergraduate. 
I began following fellow students and professors who 
were keen bird watchers in my leisure time and I soon 
found out that I loved it, so I continued bird watching as 
a hobby and as part of my work too! Birds are lovely and 
amazing and can be found everywhere – in the city, the 
forest and in wetlands.

 

Of all possible conservation issues, why did you 

choose migratory birds?

I fell in love with wetland birds when I first came to Mai 
Po. I’m still amazed that these waterbirds, which come in 
all different shapes and sizes, migrate such a long way to 
find a place to breed or a place to stay in winter. I want to 
conserve these species so that future generations can see 
these incredible birds as well.

18 About Life 2015

What is it like working at WWF? 

I was so happy to join WWF, one of the world's leading 
environmental NGOs. As a zealous birder, it is an incredible 
honour to work at the internationally-renowned Mai Po 
Nature Reserve. It’s such a great feeling to contribute to 
and be involved with this team of dedicated ecologists 
and environmentalists, working together to maintain this 
vulnerable habitat for waterbirds and other fauna and flora.

Tell us about your recent trip to South Korea.

This was a trip which supported the North-East Asian Sub-
regional Programme for Environmental Cooperation’s 
Nature Conservation Strategy for key migratory birds. My 
programme focused on the Black-faced Spoonbill.

Designed for young scientists and practitioners in North-
East Asian countries, the five-day training programme 
was aimed at early career leaders and junior high school 
students from the local Korean communities where Black-
faced Spoonbills are found, hoping to raise awareness 
among the locals and discuss and share our experiences of 
working in different places.

Are there differences in waterbird habitats between 

South Korea and Hong Kong?

Actually, there are a lot of similarities in migratory bird 

habitats in both places, the primary one being that 
these birds have to share wetlands with humans beings. 
Migratory birds fly over and across many countries and 
follow their own flight paths. The threats they experience 
in each of these countries are quite similar: habitat 
destruction through development or reclamation of 
wetlands and poaching. 

Did you notice differences in how conservation work 

is performed in Hong Kong and South Korea?

Conservation workers across Asia are working hard 
to protect both waterbird species and their habitats. 
Conservation teams in Hong Kong need to know that 
they are not alone. During my visit, I was exposed to so 
many great ideas and creative conservation solutions. One 
major difference I did notice was that ordinary citizens in 
South Korea are very active in migratory bird conversation 
activities. For example, they will spontaneously count 
numbers of migratory birds every year and pass this 
highly useful information on to professional conservation 
organizations. Thankfully, Hong Kong people are becoming 
more and more active in terms of conservation. While we 
still have a long way to go, I have a lot of hope that our 
situation will improve in the future.

Are there any other countries you want to visit to 

perform research? 

I’m interested in performing research and surveys in China 
and Southeast Asia, especially in wetlands along the China 

coast. These are wetlands with high ecological value, but 
which are all under threat due to rapid development, and 
our current understanding of these wetlands is simply 
not deep enough. I really want to contribute more to the 
knowledge of these wetlands and the flora and fauna living 
there so we can save these important habitats.

Is there anything you want to say to the Hong Kong 

people?

I’d like people to have more appreciation for Hong Kong’s 
incredible nature and biodiversity. Although our city is 
famous for its urban and city landscape, Hong Kong also 
has an astonishingly rich biodiversity, including rare 
species and species that are found in Hong Kong and 
nowhere else in the world. I want to share this beauty 
with all the Hong Kong people. 
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One of the world’s greatest natural treasures, Australia’s 
Great Barrier Reef, is facing a slew of new threats from 
human activities. Despite being rich in biodiversity and 
pivotal to human beings in numerous ways, damaging 
activities like dumping from nearby industrial developments 
and a controversial proposed mega-port expansion are 
poised to create severe impacts to the reef’s ecosystem. As 
these impacts will only add to the serious existing threats, 
WWF and many other green groups and citizens are 
becoming deeply concerned about the health of the reef.

WWF recently initiated a petition urging the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s 
(UNESCO) World Heritage Committee to defend the reef 
and stop this potential destruction in its tracks. Thanks to 
the support of people from all over the world, we collected 
more than half a million signatures from people in 177 
countries. This support made a significant difference: while 
the committee have not yet declared the Great Barrier Reef 
as “World Heritage in Danger”, they have voted to maintain 
pressure on Australia to deliver on a promise to restore the 
health of the reef.

New polls of over 6,000 people in Korea, Colombia, Poland, 
Finland, Germany and the UK have revealed widespread 
opposition to the potential industrial destruction of the 
reef and strong support for UNESCO’s efforts to hold the 
Australian government accountable for its safety. When 
presented with a list of possible actions their governments 
could take and asked which they would support, over three-
quarters of respondents chose “calling on UNESCO to 
maintain strong oversight of the condition of the reef until 
its health has been secured” (77 per cent). A clear majority 
of respondents also wanted their countries to declare 
support for the protection of the reef (73 per cent) and hold 
the Australian government accountable for this protection 
(70 per cent).

In late June, the UNESCO committee gathered in Bonn, 
Germany to debate the status of the Great Barrier Reef 
and other natural places. On 1 July, a decision was reached 
requiring Australia to “rigorously implement all of its 
commitments... in order to halt the current documented 
declines” and deliver “effective and sustained protection” 
of the Great Barrier Reef. UNESCO also put Australia on 
probation over the health of the reef and required a progress 
report to be made in 18 months.

While welcoming Australia’s imminent commitment to 
establishing a permanent ban on the dumping of dredged 
material and restricting new mega-port expansions in 
and around the reef, the committee expressed continued 
concern over the degradation of habitats, declining 
wildlife and the deteriorating overall outlook of the reef. 
The committee also noted the need to take action on 
major and lingering long-term threats like water pollution 
and climate change.

WWF expects Australia to take real, tangible action and 
accomplish substantial results. WWF will work tirelessly to 
ensure that all efforts are made to preserve and repair the 
reef, and we look forward to witnessing the return of the 
incredible and irreplaceable corals, turtles, dugongs and 
other natural wonders of this singular World Heritage Site. 
UNESCO and WWF, alongside the half a million people 
who signed the petition, will act as watchdogs to ensure 
improvements in the reef’s condition. 

In addition to these solutions, WWF will continue to 
urge governments around the world to take urgent 
action and address long-term issues and boost the reef’s 
resilience. If you have not already done so, signing the 
WWF petition (found here: http://reef.wwf.org.au/) will 
mean you will become a Reef Ambassador and protect 
your chosen “piece of the reef” online. More importantly, 
signing the petition will mean you are committing to 
protecting one of the world’s most amazing natural 
places and to living in harmony with nature.

CURING 
THE REEF© Inaki Relanzon / WWF
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Hong Kong’s Seafood Choices
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Why we are here

Figures for 2011 from the UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization show that Hong 
Kong’s per capita consumption of seafood 
was over 70 kg per year.

WWF-Hong Kong first published its Seafood Guide in 
2007. In the fall of 2014, we released an updated edition 
along with a smartphone app. The Guide aims to change 
the way seafood is consumed in Hong Kong by helping 
people choose sustainable seafood and avoid unsustainable 
seafood products.

A recent University of Hong Kong study found  
90 per cent of respondents said it was either  
“very acceptable” or “acceptable” not to have  
shark fin on the menu at a wedding banquet.

Hong Kong is the second-largest per 
capita consumer of seafood in Asia.
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