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Thirty years is a very long time. When WWF first started managing Mai Po Nature Reserve 
in 1983, Hong Kong – and the world of conservation – were very different back then. 
Over the years we have grown, taught and learned an enormous amount on our journey 
to continue preserving this wetland of international importance and transforming it into 
a regional example of wetland conservation excellence and a hugely significant piece of 
the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.

This journey has been more successful than we ever thought possible. Our education-based 
approach to conservation has proved to be extremely effective with the public, government 
and business community of Hong Kong. We would like to take the chance to remember and 
honour the people involved in this success through a series of “Mai Po Stories”. 

The celebrations involved more than people – last year, WWF received wonderful news 
when we won the prestigious BirdLife International award for our decades of conservation 
work with the endangered Black-faced spoonbill. When we first began conservation work 
to preserve the spoonbill in the late 1980s, its population had hit a critically low level of 
288 birds. 

Today, the number stands at 2,726. The future for these birds is now more secure, but 
they remain endangered. Bringing the spoonbill back from the edge of extinction has 
been one of our greatest achievements, and we look forward to welcoming them back to 
Hong Kong in greater numbers with every passing year.

We look forward to many more successes like this in the future. However these will not be 
possible without the continuous support of everyone in the Hong Kong community and 
beyond. Mai Po is under ever-increasing pressure and threats from population growth 
and development. To ensure that this rare jewel remains intact, we need a steady source 
of funding and assistance from all sectors of society.

This issue of About Life introduces many aspects of Mai Po – its biodiversity, its important 
place in the region, its history and of course, stories of the people who have been touched 
by this magical place. 

I hope you enjoy it!
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This issue marks Mai Po Nature 
Reserve’s 30th anniversary. Celebrate 
with us as we travel back in time and 
explore the history of this remarkable 
wetland of international importance, 
delve into its incredible biodiversity, 
and read the stories of the people who 
made it possible.
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A Look BAck  
At MAi Po
For almost a century now, the wetlands 
of Deep Bay have been used by people for 
agriculture and fisheries purposes. They 
constructed ponds called gei wai along 
the coast and made a living by producing 
shrimp, fish, oysters, algae and brackish 
water sedges.

The relationship between WWF and Mai 
Po dates back to 1964. Sir Peter Scott, the 
founder of WWF International, visited 
Hong Kong and Mai Po, subsequently 
writing a report to the Hong Kong 
government recommending that a nature 
reserve be established in Deep Bay:

“An area of the biologically rich mudflats 
and mangrove swamps should be set 
aside as a scientific and educational study 
area, but it might be desirable to link it 
with a group of fish ponds in the Mai Po 
marshes thereby adding a substantial 
ornithological interest to the reserve.”

In spite of the report’s recommendations, in 
the 1970s the landscape of Mai Po became 
increasingly urbanized due to population 
pressure and the subsequent development 
of large housing estates; eventually, more 
than 100 hectares of fishponds were filled 
in and paved over.

In 1983, the Hong Kong government 
approved the establishment of the Mai 
Po Marshes Nature Reserve. Since then, 
WWF-Hong Kong has actively managed 
the Reserve, with a mission to convert 
the Reserve into a prime conservation 
site with a significant educational 
component. Mai Po is now a haven for 
both birds and bird-watchers.

Let’s go back in time and take  a look at the 
old days of WWF and Mai Po...

1961
The World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), at this 
point called the World 
Wildlife Fund, was founded 
in Switzerland. 

1964
Sir Peter Scott visited Mai 
Po and recommended to 
the Hong Kong government 
that a nature reserve be 
established in the Deep Bay 
area.

1976
The Mai Po Marshes were 

listed and declared a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest by 
the Hong Kong government.

1979
Hong Kong joined the Ramsar 

Convention on Wetlands.

1981
WWF-Hong Kong 

was inaugurated 
under the name 

World Wildlife Fund 
Hong Kong.

1983
The Mai Po Nature 
Reserve was 
established. WWF-
Hong Kong began 
actively managing the 
Reserve.

1984
The first “Big Bird Race” 
was held to raise money 

to lease the gei wai at Mai 
Po. The event is still held 
annually for fundraising.

1986
First organized guided 

school visit. The Mai Po 
Marshes Wildlife Education 

Centre is opened.

1960 1970 1980

#1
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1990
WWF began 
providing wetland 
reserve management 
training courses for 
staff of other nature 
reserves in East Asia.

1995
Mai Po and the Inner 

Deep Bay wetland 
complex was designated 

as a Wetland of 
International Importance 

under the Ramsar 
Convention.

2001
Mai Po first participated 

in a coordinated regional 
leg-flagging scheme 

to study the migration 
patterns of shorebirds.

2005
Launch of the South China 

Wetlands Project, where the 
skills and experience gained 
from Mai Po are taught and 

applied at nature reserves in 
mainland China.

2006
Launch of a pioneering research 
project on buffalo grazing.

2013
WWF and the Mai Po 

Management Committee 
were awarded the BirdLife 

International Conservation 
Achievement Award for 

protecting endangered Black-
faced spoonbills.

1990 2000 2010
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The total land area of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region is about 110,000 hectares. 
Mai Po Nature Reserve takes up 
just a fraction of this – at 380 
hectares – but inside you can see 
around 400 bird species,  over 
75 per cent of the bird species in 
Hong Kong! Of these, 35 species 
are of global conservation concern.

Of course, Mai Po is famous as 
being a paradise for birds, but 
less known is the fact that the 
Reserve is home to a vast amount 
of biodiversity, including:

22 
species of reptiles

5 
species of large 
terrestrial mammals

33 
species of fish

>40 
species of crabs

8 
species of amphibians

100 
species of 
butterflies

and more…

#2

#3

about 

270
species of vascular 
plants

Birds 
only?

The Mai Po bent-winged firefly 
Pteroptyx maipo, first discovered 
in Deep Bay in 2010, and endemic to 
Hong Kong

Some of these species were 
even discovered for the 

first 
time 
in Mai Po and are named 
after the Reserve,  
for example:

Perisesarma maipoensis, 
a sesarmine crab species first 
discovered in the 1970s, and only 
known in Hong Kong, Macau and 
Vietnam

Black-faced 
spoonbill

Xianji Wen, WWF’s Conservation 
Manager for South China Wetlands 
says: “the Black-faced spoonbill is a 
globally endangered species which 
can be found at every WWF-Hong 
Kong wetland project site – Mai Po, 
Haifeng, the Zhangjiang Estuary 

and the Minjiang Estuary. With joint 
conservation efforts proceeding at 
its breeding, staging and wintering 
sites, the global population of this 
bird is increasing – a good example 
that we can make a difference if all 
we work together!”

#6 staff          favourite
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#4

#5
Mai Po undoubtedly has rich biodiversity, and 
sometimes so do our offices! One afternoon in 

September 2013, what should we find on 
one of our desks but a young non-venomous 
Common rat snake (Ptyas mucosus) – it 
looks as though it needed to make a phone 
call! When we arrived it moved swiftly away 

and disappeared…

Other species have been spotted in our 
workplace including a Brown tree frog 
(Polypedates megacephalus) in the toilet, 
and an insectivorous Japanese pipistrelle bat 
(Pipistrellus abramus) in our office, which 
certainly helped to reduce the number of 
mosquitoes.

Chinaberry

Sze Man, an interpreter for Mai Po Nature Reserve 
says: “The Chinaberry is densely distributed across Mai 
Po. It grows young green leaves in the spring, purplish 
star-shaped flowers in the summer, golden yellow fruits 
in autumn and its greyish branches remain in winter – 
whatever the season, it remains beautiful.”

#7 staff favourite

Wetlands:
more than  

just pieces of 
“Wet land”?

Mai Po is an important wetland habitat – but do you 
know exactly what that means? The term “wetland” can 
be applied to many inland, coastal and marine habitats 
which share common features. They are places where the 
land meets the water, and often support highly specialized 
and specially-adapted plants and animals. Wetlands may 
be formed naturally – for example, lakes, rivers, mudflats, 
mangroves and some types of coral reef; or they may be 
man-made – reservoirs, fish ponds and rice fields.

At Mai Po Nature Reserve, you can find six types of wetland 
habitats:

Gei Wai 
(traditional 

shrimp ponds)

freshWater 
ponds

inter-tidal 
mudflats

manGroves reedBeds fishponds

snakes 
on a…
phone?



8WWF About Life

Dredge water channels around 
mangrove stands. Use the 
dredged mud to build a bund 
which encloses the water and 
mangroves. Construct a sluice gate 
on the seaward side. Use the gate 
to control the water flow and set 
water levels. Result: one perfect 
environment for aquatic and 
airborne creatures!

#8

#9

#10

Recipe: 
how to make 
a gei wai

how they function

high 
ecological 
value

Small 
Asian 
mongoose

Chan Kai Kwong, Assistant Field Officer says: “When 
working in the field, we sometimes see Small Asian 
mongooses passing through. They are so shy that they 
run away and hide themselves in bushes when people 
approach, so if you meet one, make sure you treasure 
that moment!”

#12 Staff favouRite

the SecRetS of the
gei wai Gei wai (traditional shrimp ponds) are one of the major 

attractions at Mai Po, and not only because of the gei wai shrimp: 
they are a showcase of both sustainable management and the 
self-sufficiency of the natural environment.

©
  M

.Jacob L

When the sluice gates are opened 
during the winter high tides, young 
shrimp are flushed from Deep Bay 
into the gei wai. The shrimp feed 
on dead mangrove leaves which 
have fallen into the ponds.

The shrimp harvest takes place 
from the end of April until August 
or September and is usually 
carried out at night, when shrimp 
are most active. Fishermen set up 

a net at the sluice gate to collect 
the shrimp as the water flows out 
to the Bay at low tide. A gei wai 
can be harvested up to 80 times 
annually. In addition to shrimp, 
fish of commercial importance 
like the Grey mullet also live in the 
ponds. After the harvest season 
ends, the gei wai are drained down 
and the remaining fish inside are 
harvested.

Gei wai not only support vast 
numbers of aquatic and marine 
invertebrates and fish, they are 
also a food source for other wildlife 
including waterbirds, mammals 
and reptiles. Non-commercial fish 
and shrimp are left in drained-
down gei wai and become food for 
waterbirds. A single gei wai can 
attract up to 1,600 individual birds 

from many species, including the 
globally endangered Black-faced 
spoonbill. These traditional shrimp 
ponds are a good example of how 
coastal wetlands can be managed 
sustainably in a way that benefits 
both local communities and 
wildlife while minimizing impacts 
on the natural environment.

Deep Bay

gei wei
Sluice gate

Bund Mangroves
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#11

Black-
winged 
stilt

Mathew Cheng, Mai Po Centre 
Manager says: “Black-winged stilts are 
elegant, beautiful and versatile birds: 
they are home seekers that work very 
hard and patiently to find a place of 
residence; tough defenders of their 
territory once they have made up their 

minds; loyal partners to their “other 
halves” pair; singers (although their 
singing voices are not pleasing at all); 
fighters against invaders and responsible 
parents to their offspring. This is an 
incredible species that can now be seen 
at Mai Po in almost every season.”

#13 Staff favouRite

invaSion 
aleRt!

WWF actively manages Mai Po Nature Reserve to maintain 
its biodiversity. However, the fact that it is a nature 
reserve does not necessarily mean that we welcome every 
species. Some species are “alien invaders” – exotic species 
which have entered Hong Kong and are creating negative 
impacts on native wildlife in different ways. Reserve staff 
use a number of tactics to either remove these invaders or 
prevent them from growing uncontrollably. Here are three 
of our “Mai Po’s Least Wanted”…
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apple Snail
Despite its cute name, the apple snail is a serious pest, 
posing a real threat to the freshwater environment. 
During the 1980s these snails were introduced to 
Taiwan from South America as a food source for people, 
but they were never popular due to their unpleasant 
taste. Some snails escaped and began to spread rapidly 
in freshwater habitats throughout Hong Kong.

Adult snails consume freshwater plants and reproduce 
very quickly by laying patch of vibrant pink eggs on 
freshwater vegetation. Adult snails cannot survive 
for long without water, while their eggs must stay out 
of water to remain viable. To control the population, 
Reserve staff regularly remove adult snails from ponds, 
while at the same time placing their eggs in the water 
to destroy them.

ReD impoRteD fiRe ant
Native to South America, these ants were imported into 
Hong Kong in the soil of potted plants. They build nests 
on the bunds and islands of ponds and are hostile to 
any other organism that disturbs their nests, including 
birds and our field staff! To control these ants, we 
usually place special bait around their nests. The ants 
then carry this into the nest, which destroys the colony.

mikania
Nicknamed the “Mile-a-minute Weed”, this plant 
grows very quickly. Similar to other climbers, it 
uses other plants as a ladder up to the canopy in 
order to gain better access to sunlight. It spreads 
quickly across the tops of mangrove trees and other 
vegetation, blocking their sunlight and damaging or 
even suffocating these other plants. Our volunteers, 
frequently remove Mikania by physical means.
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Vietnam
Xuan Thuy National Park is Vietnam’s 
first Ramsar Site, with a total area 
of 15,000 hectares. In Xuan Thuy, 
the most effective way to reach local 
people, especially those with lower 
education levels, is through local 
radio programmes. In 2010, the Asian 
Waterbird Conservation Fund, under 
WWF’s administration, subsidized a 
one-year project to train 20 volunteers 
to broadcast waterbird conservation 
news through local radio stations to over 
40,000 people in local communities.

indonesia
In 2011, the Asian Waterbird 
Conservation Fund funded a 
migratory waterbird monitoring 
programme in Deli Serdang District, 
North Sumatra, Indonesia; in 
co-operation with local university 
students and a bird conservation 
group. The programme recorded the 
first-ever North Sumatran sighting 
of an endangered Nordmann’s 
Greenshank, and – surprisingly – 
recorded a Terek sandpiper with a 
Hong Kong leg-flag.

#14

Regional 
influence
Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay lie at the heart of 
the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF), 
which extends 13,000 km from the Arctic 
Circle south through Southeast Asia to 
Australia and New Zealand. The EAAF is home 
to over 50 million migratory waterbirds from 
over 250 different populations. However, the 
rate of decline of its waterbird population is 
the fastest of all nine global flyways.

To preserve the integrity of the EAAF, WWF’s 
work necessarily extends beyond Mai Po, 
reaching wetlands and waterbird conservation 
projects across Asia. This includes a number 
of activities: partnership, providing wetland 
management support and training and 
administration of conservation funds. The 
following map showcases a few of WWF’s 
recent regional conservation projects.
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coastal aRea  
of china
Financially supported by the Asian Waterbird 
Conservation Fund, a co-ordinated waterbird 
survey was carried out at important wetland sites 
in seven coastal provinces of China. This piece of 
research was vital for the EAAF, as understanding 
the changes in waterbird populations allows a 
protection plan for the sites to be devised.

inneR mongolia
Aiming to stop illegal egg poaching, the 
Asian Waterbird Conservation Fund 
sponsored a “local guard network” 
involving reserve staff and local 
communities at a Red-crowned crane 
breeding site at the Hui River National 
Nature Reserve, Inner Mongolia, China. 
Upon implementation, a 2012 field survey 
recorded seven Red-crowned crane chicks, 
the highest number since 2008.

fujian
Since 2005, WWF’s South China 
wetland programme has been working 
in Fujian’s Zhangjiangkou National 
Mangrove Nature Reserve to enhance 
habitat management, community 
engagement and education for 
sustainable development. The 
Reserve was designated as a Ramsar 
site in 2008.

Through the launch of our China 
Wetland Development Project in July 
2012, WWF also provides support to 
Minjiang Estuary National Nature 
Reserve, the best estuary in the 
province, where 14 globally threatened 
bird species have been recorded. Our 
aim is to sustainably manage the site 
and raise public awareness about the 
need to protect the estuary.

guangdong
WWF has been involved 
in numerous aspects of 
conservation and education 
work in Haifeng Bird Provincial 
Nature Reserve in Guangdong 
since 2005, including building 
an education centre at the 
Reserve to allow students to 
experience authentic wetland 
education activities. The 
Reserve was designated as a 
Ramsar site in 2008.
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Watching thousands, maybe tens of 
thousands of birds early in the morning at 
Mai Po is one of the rarest and most beautiful 
phenomena one can see in a place like Hong 
Kong – particularly when you’re aware of 
the fact that Black-faced spoonbills are 
endangered and not exactly plentiful. Let’s 
all take ownership of the Mai Po Marshes 
and treat them with care, so that more people 
in Hong Kong will see this place, enjoy this 
place and understand that this place is part 
of their own heritage.

Mai Po is closely connected with the Futian 
Reserve and the general environment in 
Shenzhen, after all the two are separated only 
by the Shenzhen River. In the past, there was 
a laser light show that took place in Shenzhen 
every night which adversely affected the 
birds in the Reserve. After negotiating with 
a number of different stakeholders, the show 
was eventually suspended. Striking a balance 
between urban development and nature 
conservation has always been – and will 
always be – our mission.

#15

#16

Mr Hans 
MicHael Jebsen
ex-chairman (1994-2000) and 
present Trustee of WWF-Hong Kong

andy leung
senior Marketing Officer,  
Mai Po Visits

One of our major duties at Mai Po is to carry out bird monitoring. Nineteen 
globally threatened bird species are regularly recorded at Mai Po and the near 
threatened Collared crow is one of them which we already surveyed for over 10 
years. While the population of Collared crow has declined at other sites in Asia, 
the number at Mai Po has doubled over the past 10 years. We now know that Deep 
Bay is a global stronghold for this species. This reflects how vital it is for us to 
continue our conservation and management work here for the wildlife!

#17
KaTHerine leung
senior reserve Officer

THe “Mai PO-ers”
Mai Po Nature Reserve would not be the success that it is today without the efforts 
of WWF staff, conservationists and nature lovers past and present. The following 
six “Mai Po-ers”, all of whom have made significant contributions to wetland 
conservation, will now share their Mai Po stories with you... 



13Mai Po’s 30th anniversary special issue

When I was small, I followed in the footsteps of my 
elder brother who operated gei wei near Ma Tso Lung. 
Gei wei harvesting relies primarily on the weather, 
which means that income can often be unstable. This 
meant that many fishermen replaced their gei wei 
with fish ponds, and our family followed suit. I started 
working at Mai Po nine years ago and now run gei wei 
again, after years of working with fish ponds. The gei 
wei shrimp farming industry in Hong Kong has been 
greatly diminished, but luckily these skills have not 
yet become extinct. Apart from Mai Po, there are still 
people operating gei wei in mainland China today.

#19
In the 1990s, WWF worked with 
the Chinese government to provide 
wetland management training to 
nature reserve staff from mainland 
China. At that time, reserves in 
the mainland were created for the 
sole purpose of protecting certain 
species – the authorities did not 
have any rights to either use or 
manage the land; nor did anyone see 
the need to incorporate the concepts 
of conservation, management or 
education into reserve strategies. 
Mai Po offered a good example 
of  active management to Chinese 
reserve staff and a new perspective 
on the function of these reserves.

#18
siMba cHan
ex-Training officer of  
WWF-Hong Kong, currently  
a senior conservation Officer of  
birdlife international

cHan Kai KWOng
assistant Field Officer
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John Allcock is WWF-Hong 
Kong’s Habitat Management and 
Monitoring Manager, and he has 
formed a special bond with some 
very special animals in Mai Po. 
Some years ago, in 2006, WWF 
introduced buffaloes to Mai Po as 
part of our wetland management 
strategy. Today, the Reserve is 
home to no less than five buffaloes: 
Siu Mai, Wo Muk, Mai Bo, Sai-dee 
and Number 5 (who has yet to be 
named). Sai-dee spends much 
of his time near the Reserve’s 
Education Centre where many 
visitors can see him.

John knows Sai-dee particularly 
well: “Buffaloes are social animals. 
Of the five, Sai-dee is particularly 
friendly and playful. Sometimes he 
gets close to the fence to see people, 
especially in the evenings or in cold 
weather. I try to visit them all at 
least once a week to make sure that 

they’re 
all healthy and 
that they stay familiar with 
people.”

John also cautions that Sai-dee can 
get quite playful, but at these times 
he can also forget how big he is, 
so it’s important to be very careful 
around him. Buffaloes sometimes 
have bad days and can get a little 
grouchy – especially when it’s 
hot and humid. Everyone should 
always exercise care and not get 
too close to any buffaloes.

Why did we introduce buffaloes 
to Mai Po, anyway? By simply 
existing and performing their 
normal carefree daily routines 
like walking around, wallowing in 
mud and eating grass, they create 
far better habitat conditions for 
waterbirds and insects than people 
can create by artificial methods!

Every year, WWF collects vital 
data on the migration patterns 
of waterbird species by gently 
capturing, flagging and releasing 
birds at Mai Po. By fitting birds 
with unique colour-coded and 
engraved leg-flags, individual 
birds can be identified and their 
movements tracked.

The Greater sand plover is a small 
waterbird seen frequently in Hong 
Kong on its annual migration from 
Central Asia to northern Australia. 
One plover was flagged at Mai Po in 
April 2011, fitted with a metal ring 
and a Hong Kong colour leg flag 
(white over yellow) and given the 
number “K6”.

This plover was then subsequently 
re-sighted in Broome, Australia in 
September 2011, March 2012 and 
March 2013. On the most recent 

#20 #21A mAn And  
his buffAloes

A lovely 
reunion

Eurasian 
otter

Tommy Cheung, WWF’s Assistant Reserve Officer says: “the 
Eurasian otter is a semi-aquatic and nocturnal mammal which 
is active at night. This animal has only been recorded at a few 
places in Hong Kong, and Mai Po Nature Reserve is one of them! 
It is listed as near threatened, regardless of its wide distribution 
in Europe, North Africa and Asia. If you’re lucky, you might just 
find one in Mai Po!”

#23 stAff fAvourite

love 
stories

Mai Po is a quiet, serene place where 
people can enjoy a close encounter with 
nature. Many who come are entranced 
by the beauty and serenity that they 
find, and some of these find love – in 
all its different forms. Here are just a 
few of the Mai Po Love Stories that have 
taken place over the years…
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In 2006, Mai Po added another 
service to its list of achievements: 
match-maker! Two WWF staff, 
one from the Reserve, the other 
from China’s Wuhan office, met by 
chance in an encounter that led to 
marriage.

Bena Smith, a Mai Po Reserve 
Officer at the time, had just finished 
a three hour waterbird survey when 
he encountered a young lady from 
WWF China’s Yangtze Programme, 
Hongyun Wu. She was in Hong 
Kong to meet a project donor and 
had decided to explore Mai Po in 
her leisure time.

The brief encounter led to an 
invitation from Bena to help trim 
trees with a volunteer group. This 
unglamorous offer led in turn to a 
romantic evening’s stargazing on 
the rooftop of the Mai Po Visitor 
Centre, followed by a dawn survey 
of waterbirds the next day.

One thing led to another, and in 
2010 Ms Wu became Mrs Wu-
Smith and in 2013 they had a 
son called Lochlann. Bena is now 
training their son to be a future 
manager of the Reserve – now 
that’s a happy ending!

#22 A mAtch mAde 
in mAi Po

Mudskipper

Kitty Yim, Assistant Customer Service 
Officer at Mai Po says: “When standing on 
the boardwalk, at first you may not be able 
to spot any mudskippers – but you’ll soon 
realize that they are all around! When they 
jump, you can see how energetic they are!”

#24 stAff fAvourite

occasion, Katherine Leung, WWF-
Hong Kong’s Senior Reserve Officer 
also happened to be in Broome 
volunteering for a shorebird 
migration research programme, 
and by happy coincidence the two 
met again, thousands of kilometres 
away from their original meeting 
point! More surprisingly, K6 was 
seen in Broome again this March.

Migratory waterbirds are a wonder 
shared by many wetlands along the 
East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 
Reunions and re-sightings like 
these are the delightful counterpart 
to all the hard conservation work 
we do at Mai Po.
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In 1986, WWF established a Wildlife Education Centre 
at Mai Po Nature Reserve. Five years later, the addition 
of the Peter Scott Field Studies Centre completed the 
facility, allowing us to offer guided tours to students and 
the general public. These facilities also benefit scientists 
and professionals, allowing them to conduct more 
efficient and effective research. Today, Mai Po is one of 
the world’s leading wetland conservation and education 
centres.

Through guided tours, people from all walks of life can 
experience the beauty of this ecologically diverse and 
truly unique wetland. Following a designated trail and 
boardwalk, visitors explore the gei wai (traditional 
shrimp ponds), a variety of natural wildlife habitats and 
bird-watching hides.

WWF also organizes an extensive range of educational 
activities for school students, providing instruction in 
line with Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) programme objectives – promoting stronger 
commitment from the community for conservation 
through fun, engagement and real life experience. By 
visiting the Reserve, students experience nature first-
hand, enriching their interest in and concern for our 
natural environment, eventually coming to understand 
the need for sustainable development.

#25

OutdOOr 
classrOOm

Horseshoe 
crab

Wong Yuen Wai, Field Assistant:  
“I am always excited to see  Horseshoe 
crabs when I work on site. Their 
appearance is unique and interesting, 
but only see them occasionally.”

#28 staff favOurite

“The tour reinforced what I learned from my 
textbooks. WWF staff presented a lot of information 
about the unique habitats in Mai Po in a very lively 
way. I am amazed that there could be such a bio-
diverse place in this concrete jungle!”

– A Mai Po school visit secondary school student participant 
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#27

Collared 
earthstar

Lai Tsz Kwan, Mai Po Administration Officer: “I first saw a 
Collared earthstar (a type of fungus) when I was on the way to 
the office. It was easily identifiable from its distinctive shape but 
you have to be lucky to spot it, due to its short life. I walk the 
same route every day and I’m constantly amazed at how things 
are always changing – this is the magic of nature.”

#29 staff favOurite

Why, Why, Why?

educatiOn  
beyOnd bOrders

Many people who come to Mai Po for the first time are amazed by and curious 
about many aspects of nature and Mai Po itself. Here are two of the most 
frequently asked questions we hear during guided tours:

Every year since 1990, around 200 representatives 
from nature reserves across mainland China come 
to Mai Po to learn and train. Experiencing the way 
nature is conserved at Mai Po and in Hong Kong 
often inspires them to implement new methods of 
conservation and education at their home reserves.

Staff at Anhui Shengjinhu National Nature 
Reserve followed practices used in Mai Po’s gei wai 
and rented a 53 hectare pond to practice ecological 
restoration. The Reserve improved the pond bottom 
to provide different water depths, and native water 
plants were introduced to help purify water and 
attract waterbirds.

After receiving training at Mai Po, representatives 
from the Heilongjiang Heihe City Forestry 
Department delivered 74 environmental education 
lessons and organized 22 activities focusing on bird-
watching, environmental protection and nature 
exploration over the course of one year. Local 
primary school students can also learn about the 
conservation of Black-faced spoonbills through the 
“LoLo’s Flying Journey” education pack, designed 
by WWF-Hong Kong.

can We see pandas here?
Sorry, no pandas. WWF’s panda logo is famous, but we do not work to 
conserve pandas only. The inspiration for the logo came from Chi-Chi, a 
Giant panda which came to the London Zoo in 1961, the year WWF was 
created. Aware of the need for a strong, recognizable symbol that would 
overcome all language barriers, WWF’s founders agreed that the Giant 
panda made an excellent logo.

Though there are no pandas here, Mai Po is still a biologically diverse 
place that deserves to be conserved for wildlife and for future generations. 
This is the reason why WWF actively manages the Reserve.

are they real birds? 
Why are they 
standing still and 
nOt mOving?
Yes, they are real. Many birds, 
especially the Grey heron and 
the Great egret often stand in 
the middle of gei wai when 
they are at rest.



 
As we celebrate thirty years of history with this jewel of 
Hong Kong, WWF-Hong Kong continues to manage Mai 
Po Nature Reserve and maintain this key stopover site for 
migratory birds along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 
We will continue to demonstrate what we do and share 
what we have learned and experienced with other wetland 
reserves in the region to spread good practices and multiply 
the conservation gains. We hope to promote the immense 
value of Mai Po through education and awareness-raising 
activities, by encouraging students and the public to visit 
Mai Po. 

For all the successes Mai Po has achieved as a regional 
wetland centre of excellence, the Reserve still needs more 
long-term help to ensure that it continues to thrive. This help 
includes funding support for enhancements to buildings 
and structures, large-scale projects to improve the value of 
habitats, and the continuation of various wetland training 
programmes, as well as projects to tackle climate change 
and other initiatives which will promote local and regional 
collaboration for the conservation of nature.

#30

The journey 
conTinues…
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Without your support, 
More birds may be missing...
DONATE NOW!
Support our conservation work
沒有你的支持，更多的候鳥可能會消失

請立即捐款，支持我們的保育工作！

Enquiry 查詢：2526 1011        Website 網址：wwf.org.hk







The Reserve covers an 
area of 380 hectares in 
Deep Bay.

© 1986 Panda Symbol WWF - World Wide Fund For Nature 
(also known as World Wildlife Fund)
® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark
WWF-Hong Kong, 1 Tramway Path, Central, Hong Kong 
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1983

400
Every year around 200 
representatives from mainland 
China come to Mai Po to learn 
about wetland management. 

200

380
WWF-Hong Kong has 
been managing the 
Reserve since 1983.

You can find over  
400 bird species around 
the Reserve.

If there is no URL

With URL - Regular

OR

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.

Why we are here

wwf.org.hk

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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