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WHAT S PLANKTON?
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THE TERM “PLANKTON" IS DERIVED FROM THE GREEK WORD “ PLANKTOS *, WHICH

MEANS “DRIFTER” OR “WANDERER”. /
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PLANKTON ARE THE ORGANISMS THAT CANNOT SWIM DIRECTLY AGAINST A
WATER CURRENT.
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PLANKTON CAN BE FURTHER CLASSIFIED AS “PHYTOPLANKTON” AND “Z0OPLANKTON”, BASED ON WHETHER
THEY ARE CAPABLE OF PHOTOSYNTHESIS.
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FUN FACTS OF
PLANKTON
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MORE THAN HALF OF THE OXYGEN WE BREATHE ON
EARTH IS CREATED THROUGH THE PHOTOSYNTHETIC
ACTIVITIES OF PHYTOPLANKTON!

AERE R AR - B8 - 45 « BEIE -
EASIES - LD BE RS IR th G
BT R o

MOST OF THE COMMON SEAFOOD, LIKE FISH,
CRABS, SHRIMPS, OYSTERS AND SEA URCHINS, ALL
60 THROUGH A PLANKTONIC STAGE WHEN THEY

ARE YOUNG .
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SOME PLANKTON CAN MOVE UP AND DOWN SEVERAL

HUNDRED METERS A DAY IN THE WATER COLUMN TO
REDUCE THEIR CHANCES OF BEING EATEN BY PREDATORS.
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THERE CAN BE UP TO A MILLION SINGLE-CELLED
PLANKTON IN A SINGLE DROP OF SEAWATER.
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SOME FOSSIL FUELS BURIED IN THE EARTH’S CRUST WERE
(REATED BY THE DECOMPOSITION AND TRANSFORMATION OF

THE DEAD BODIES OF ANCIENT PLANKTON SPECIES, SUCH AS OIL.
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ALTHOUGH MOST OF PLANKTON ARE SMALL IN SIZE, NOT
ALL OF THEM ARE! SOME OF THEM CAN BE AS LONG AS A
HUMAN BEING, AS SOME JELLYFISH CAN GROW UP TO
\ G -~ 3 METERS IN LENGTH IN THEIR ADULT STAGE.
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PLANKTON AND MARINE ECOSYSTEMS

WATER POLLUTION

@ UNTREATED SEWAGE |

VIARINE LITTER
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@ PLASTICLITTER ..o ' bl ® EXCESS NUTRIENTS -
TURNS INTO | , . @RI , | @ MARINE ANIMALS IN THE WATER
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PLASTI[ PELLETS ‘ RO BECOME ENTANGLED (EUTROPHICATION)
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PLANKTON AND OTHER MARINE LIFE SUFFOCATION OF MARINE LIFE
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RESULTS IN

THINNER SHELLS & WEAKER BONES
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FISH AND OTHER ORGANISMS P
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