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The Irony of Ivory
Prized for centuries as a valuable 
commodity, ivory’s value is at its peak only 
when it is attached to a living elephant. 
Burning ivory stockpiles sends a strong 
message to poachers, but what else can we 
do to save this magnificent mammal?
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The plastic pellet spill disaster of 2012 marked a watershed moment for Hong 
Kong’s marine environment. To bring forward this momentum to cherish our 
oceans, WWF-Hong Kong launched ecological and marine litter surveys and 
coastal clean-up programme, Coastal Watch. We believe, with the help of all 
Hong Kong citizens, the beauty of our marine environment can eventually be 
restored and preserved.

Follow us on Facebook for the latest news!

Let’s keep the marine conservation momentum moving!

WEBSITE: coastalwatch.hk
EMAIL: coastalwatch@wwf.org.hk

ENQUIRY: 2161 9693
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This summer, more than 100 elephant sculptures were exhibited in Hong Kong. While 
these creative and colourful art pieces were attractive and appealing, they were also 
thought-provoking. The truth is that not many of us have spent much time thinking about 
the current situation of elephants in Africa and Asia. 

Once common, these magnificent creatures had their numbers decimated in the 19th 
century. Today, elephants face multiple threats to their existence – habitat loss, poaching, 
human-wildlife conflicts, climate change…the list is lengthy.

This issue of About Life discusses one of the main threats: the illegal trade in elephant 
tusks led by the demand for ivory products. Every year, over 22,000 African elephants 
are killed – that’s more than 60 per day. This slaughter is both heart-breaking and 
unnecessary.

For me, elephants are most appealing when their tusks are still attached to them.

Despite being geographically removed from major elephant habitats, Hong Kong has 
an important role to play in the conservation of this flagship species. In this issue, we 
explore Hong Kong’s role as an ivory transhipment port and how we can become a leader 
in elephant conservation in Asia. We also look at how WWF is working to improve the 
human-elephant relationship in Kenya by encouraging local communities to protect 
these animals.

It’s important to remember that we can all play a part in saving the world’s elephants. 
First and foremost, we can reduce the demand for ivory by saying “no” to ivory products 
and trinkets. Tell your friends and family to do the same. Don’t forget that every illegal 
ivory product contributes to the on-going slaughter. 

This issue also investigates the human face of conservation around the world, as we speak 
to a gorilla conservation expert in Africa and a volunteer working to save Hong Kong’s 
Chinese white dolphins. Finally, we take an inside look at the continuing struggle to 
preserve Hong Kong’s precious country park enclaves.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue, and I also hope it inspires you to join the movement 
to save the world’s endangered wildlife.
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Global
Conservation news

the world is sayinG 
"no" to shark Fin
The tide continues to change for the world’s 
sharks. In the past few months, Singapore 
Airlines and Thai Airways announced bans 
on carrying shark fin as cargo, while the 
hotel chains Hilton Worldwide and the 
Hyatt Hotels Corporation banned shark fin 
dishes. There was also a substantial drop in 
the volume of shark fin products imported 
into Hong Kong in 2013: imports fell by 
34.7 per cent and re-exports dropped by 
17.5 per cent. WWF-Hong Kong is urging 
the government to deepen its commitment 
to shark conservation by improving the 
Hong Kong Harmonized System codes 
used by customs. These improvements will 
allow the tracking of products from specific 
shark species. 

viCtory For 
virunGa
For years, WWF has campaigned 
alongside other green groups to protect 
Virunga National Park in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo from oil exploration 
activities. In June, Soco International, a 
London-based oil company, announced 
that it will end its operations in Africa’s 
oldest national park. The company has 
also committed to staying out of all 
other UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 
“Today is a victory for our planet and for 
good practices in business”, said Marco 
Lambertini, Director General of WWF 
International.
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save the last 
55 Maui’s 
dolphins 

The world’s rarest marine dolphin faces imminent extinction 
unless urgent action is taken. Found only in New Zealand 
waters, there are just 55 Maui’s dolphins left. The International 
Whaling Commission has said that the Maui’s need to be fully 
protected from gillnetting and trawling. WWF is calling for the 
New Zealand government to extend the ban on net and trawl 
fishing to cover the Maui’s entire territory and to work with 
fishing communities to save the last 55 Maui’s.
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http://www.wwf.org.hk/en/news/press_release/?11220/
http://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?223211/
http://www.wwf.org.nz/take_action/maui_s_campaign_/be_a_maui_s_advocate/


world heritaGe  
CoMMittee stands 
FirM on Great 
barrier reeF
WWF-Australia gathered over 225,000 
online “votes” from around the world 
– including Hong Kong – calling on the 
Australian government to ban dumping 
near the Great Barrier Reef. This united 
voice was heard, and the UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee has renewed 
its threat to list the Reef as “World 
Endangered Heritage” in 2015. The 
Committee is also maintaining pressure 
on Australia to improve its protection 
of the Reef and address threats from 
industrial port development, dredging, 
dumping, and poor water quality.

1,600 pandas visit  
honG konG
After touring nearly 100 locations in Europe, 
the 1,600 Pandas exhibition arrived in Hong 
Kong this summer. The 1,600 pandas – 
representing the number of pandas left in the 
wild – were developed by WWF-France and 
artist Paulo Grangeon and made into papier-
mâché using recycled materials. This cute, 
unique and accessible exhibition was a huge 
hit with the public, explaining clearly the need 
to protect biodiversity and reduce humanity’s 
impact on the natural world. 

third runway 
eia stokes FierCe 
opposition
Airport Authority Hong Kong released the Third 
Runway Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) report this June, proposing to designate 
a new marine park as a mitigation measure 
for the construction of the third runway – 
but only after the completion of the project in 
2023. WWF-Hong Kong is deeply disappointed 
with the EIA’s quality and concerned about 
the potential impacts of the project on Hong 
Kong’s Chinese white dolphins and the wider 
marine ecology. The Environmental Protection 
Department received over 28,000 public 
comments on the EIA, the most in Hong Kong’s 
history, over 4,100 of which were from WWF-
Hong Kong’s supporters objecting to various 
aspects of the document.

Coastal watCh sets sail
This summer, WWF-Hong Kong launched 
Coastal Watch, a large-scale ecological survey 
and coastal clean up programme. Devised in 
the wake of the plastic pellet spill disaster of 
August 2012, the programme aims to provide 
a long-term solution to Hong Kong’s marine 
litter problem. Teams of volunteers will 
be responsible for cleaning and surveying 
27 sites in a variety of coastal and marine 
habitats across Hong Kong, enhancing public 
awareness of the urgent need to protect our 
marine environment.
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http://www.wwf.org.hk/en/whatwedo/conservation/watchdog/3rdrunway/
http://facebook.com/coastalwatchhk/
http://www.wwf.org.hk/en/news/featuredstories/?11780/


No More 
TriNkeTs

Hong Kong’s ivory burn seeks to 
ignite elephant conservation in Asia

CoNservaTioN
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Born in the late 1960s,  
Satao lived much of his life in  
Kenya’s Tsavo East National 
Park. He grew to be one of the 
park’s largest bull elephants, 
standing over four metres 

tall, weighing at least seven tonnes and en-
dowed with beautiful tusks which stretched 
down to the ground. It was for these that the 
45 year-old Satao was killed on 30 May this 
year: he was shot with a poisoned arrow and 
had his face and tusks hacked off by poachers. 
The Tsavo Trust, a Kenyan wildlife organiza-
tion, announced his death:

“Today it is with enormous regret that we 
confirm that Satao is dead, killed by an ivory 
poacher’s poisoned arrow to feed the seemingly 
insatiable demand for ivory in far off countries. 
A great life lost so that someone far away can 
have a trinket on their mantelpiece.”

Hong Kong is one of those “far away places” 
and we have an unfortunate role to play in this 
tragedy: we are an ivory trading hotspot, ranked 
fifth globally in terms of the quantity of ivory 
seized. Since 2000, Hong Kong customs has 
seized 33 tonnes of illegal ivory (28.86 tonnes of 
which have been reported to the global Elephant 
Trade Information System database).

A hard, white substance which comes from the 
teeth and tusks of animals, ivory has been used 
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by humans throughout the ages. In the 
18th and 19th century, consumption began 
to mount, as ivory was used to make items 
like chopsticks, billiard balls, dentures 
and piano keys. In more recent years, 
other materials have supplanted ivory in 
consumer products, but ivory is still used to 
make ornaments, stamps and other highly-
prized “trinkets on mantelpieces” for Asian 
markets, notably China and Thailand.

Elephants are the largest land mammals 
on Earth. Divided into two species, African 

and Asian, they can grow up to 11 feet high 
at shoulder height and weigh up to 7.5 
tonnes. African elephants are larger than 
their Asian counterparts, but both species 
roam in herds and require large amounts 
of food, water and space. As a result, these 
large mammals place great demands on the 
environment and often come into conflict 
with people as human development 
extends into elephants’ natural habitat.

Human demand for ivory has historically 
been responsible for the deaths of 

Why do  
elephaNTs  

MaTTer?

Once common throughout Africa and Asia, elephant numbers were 
severely depleted during the 20th century, largely due to illegal ivory 
trading. While the populations in several regions are showing signs 
of recovery, poaching, conflict and habitat destruction continue to 
seriously threaten both species. 

Elephants are highly unique, intelligent and sociable animals which are 
organized into complex social structures of females and calves, led by a 
matriarch; while male elephants tend to live in isolation. A single calf is 
born to a female once every four to five years after a gestation period of 
22 months – the longest of any mammal. 

Aside from their uniqueness, elephants are important for a number 
of reasons: they help maintain forest and savannah ecosystems for 
other species, and are integrally tied to rich biodiversity. They directly 
influence forest composition and density and can alter the broader 
landscape. In tropical forests, elephants create clearings and gaps in 
the canopy that encourage tree regeneration. In savannahs, they reduce 
bush cover to create an environment favorable to a mix of browsing and 
grazing animals.

The seeds of many plant species are dependent on passing through an 
elephant’s digestive tract before they can germinate. It is calculated 
that at least one third of tree species in central African forests rely on 
elephants in this way for the distribution of seeds.

= 1,000 elephants

22,000 
afriCaN elephaNTs are  
beiNg killed eaCh year 
for Their ivory
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Spot the difference: which of the 
following photos depict illegal ivory? 
(Answers on the next page  )

The ivory Quiz
In Thailand it is still legal to sell ivory 
harvested from domestic Thai elephants, 
though not from African elephants. Whatever 
the source, most tourists cannot distinguish 
between real ivory and harmless lookalike 
substances that are “okay” to buy. Can you? 

a b C d

elephants. Recently though, there has 
been a massive spike in poaching: 
approximately 22,000 African elephants 
are now being killed each year, taking 
a severe toll on their populations. The 
number of African elephants has dropped 
from between three and five million in 
the early 1900s to around 500,000 today. 
The population of Asian elephants has 
also fallen – from 100,000 in the early 
1900s to less than 50,000 today. While 
many Asian elephants are tusk-less and 
thus not a source of ivory, their numbers 
have been severely curtailed by other 
factors including habitat loss and human-
elephant conflicts. There is a real and 
urgent need to prioritize and coordinate 
elephant conservation globally.

This summer, Hong Kong is in the 
elephant conservation spotlight, as the 
government has started to destroy 28 
tonnes of its ivory stockpile. Destroying 
this ivory is intended to send several 
messages: it underlines Hong Kong’s 
position that the city does not tolerate 
illegal trafficking and it eliminates any 
possibility that the confiscated ivory 
could leak back into the black market.

Many countries around the world 

Hong Kong is one of those “far 
away places” and we have 

an unfortunate role to play 
in this tragedy: we are an 

ivory trading hotspot, ranked 
fifth globally in terms of the 

quantity of ivory seized

Tanzania

Unknown

Cameroon

Kenya

Malaysia

Singapore

Nigeria

Other

Burundi

South Africa

Ethiopia

Togo

Qatar

United 
States

Zimbabwe
DR Congo

United 
Arab 

Emirates

reporTed  
ivory seizures 
iN hoNg koNg

28.86
ToNNes

7.97

5.50

3.90

3.66

1.90
1.741.14

1.03

0.84
0.30
0.29

0.27
0.09

0.07
0.06

0.05 0.05

Ivory seizures reported to the Elephant 
Trade Information System database and 

their countries of origin since 2000
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are also destroying their confiscated 
ivory, including China, the US and the 
Philippines. The amount that Hong 
Kong is burning is undeniably the largest 
illegal stockpile, equivalent to the tusks 
of about 11,000 elephants. The African 
country of Gabon began the trend in 2012 
by destroying 4.8 tonnes of seized ivory. 
The President of Gabon himself ignited 
the ivory pyre, in order to send a clear 
message that the country was serious 
about elephant conservation.

Opponents of ivory destruction criticize 
the process as being wasteful and suggest 
that governments should instead store 
it or sell it. Gavin Edwards, WWF-Hong 
Kong’s Director of Conservation says “If 
a government becomes a retailer of illegal 

ivory, it sends a very mixed message to 
the public, and may hinder the cultural 
changes needed to stem the demand 
for ivory. In any case it is illegal under 
international law for the government to 
ever sell its ivory stockpile – it needs to be 
treated like any other illegal contraband 
and destroyed. Meanwhile, any prolonged 
storage of the ivory is a management and 
financial burden for government as well as 
a security risk.”

So the Hong Kong ivory burn is 
proceeding, with the first stage already 
having occurred on 15 May. However, the 
government has so far neglected one key 
point: a transparent and independent 
audit of the ivory stockpile needs to take 
place in order to ensure that the amount of 

ivory Quiz aNsWers
Actually, all the photos are of illegal 
ivory. Yes, that was a bit sneaky of 
us – but we wanted to drive home 
the point that it’s simply not worth 
taking a chance. If it looks like 
ivory: don’t buy it!

MaNy CouNTries arouNd 
The World are desTroyiNg 

Their CoNfisCaTed ivory. The 
aMouNT ThaT hoNg koNg is 
burNiNg is uNdeNiably The 
largesT illegal sToCkpile  

reCeNT ivory sToCkpile 
desTruCTioN eveNTs

hoNg koNg 
5/2014-2016

ChiNa 
1/2014

uNiTed sTaTes 
11/2013

fraNCe
2/2014

gaboN 
6/2012

©
 W

W
F-H

ong K
ong

©
 TR

A
FFIC

©
 U

S
FW

S
 M

ountain P
rairie

©
 W

W
F-France / D

enis G
uignebourg

©
 W

W
F-C

anon / Jam
es M

organ



9SPRING / SUMMER 2014

ivory destroyed corresponds exactly with 
the ivory inventory – preventing any from 
finding its way back to illegal markets. 
Such an audit will require a robust 
stock management system with rigorous 
documentation.

With the destruction of Hong Kong’s ivory 
stockpile occurring on the doorstep of the 
world’s ivory consumption heartland, 
it is important to “get it right”. WWF-
Hong Kong and its partner organization 
TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade monitoring 
NGO, have faith that the Hong Kong 
government will honour its word and 
destroy all the ivory, but many other 
countries do not have such reliable 
governments. Hong Kong can take 
advantage of our time in the spotlight and 

assume a best practice leadership role; 
allowing conservation colleagues in other 
cities to hold Hong Kong up as an example 
and demand that their governments 
adhere to the same high standards.

Shark conservation advocacy work 
performed in Hong Kong has had 
several huge successes in recent years, 
discouraging shark fin consumption in 
mainland China and across Asia. These 
achievements prove that it is possible to 
change mindsets and perceptions about 
the true “value” of an animal product. 
With hard work and some good fortune, 
we hope that soon the world will come 
to see a tusk attached to an elephant like 
Satao as being more valuable than an 
ivory carving on a mantelpiece.

Hong Kong can take advantage 
of our time in the spotlight and 
assume a best practice leadership 
role; allowing conservation 
colleagues in other cities to hold 
Hong Kong up as an example and 
demand that their governments 
adhere to the same high standards

iT is possible To 
ChaNge MiNdseTs 
aNd perCepTioNs 
abouT The True 

“value” of  
aN aNiMal  
produCT

This summer, you may have been surprised 
after seeing an elephant or two  in Hong Kong. 
Actually, there were more than 100 different 
elephant sculptures in total, created by world-
class artists, designers, brands and celebrities. 
They were displayed all over the city in the 
Elephant Parade exhibition.

These life-sized baby elephant sculptures were 
the talk of the town for the months of August and 
September. Thirty-one of the sculptures were 
auctioned off to raise funds for various WWF 
and The Asian Elephant Foundation (TAEF) 
programmes benefiting Asian elephants.

TAEF, based in the Netherlands, provides 
financial support to programmes in Asia that 
work for the survival and welfare of Asian 
elephants. At the same time, WWF runs 
conservation programmes which focus on Asian 
elephants in seven countries, aiming to improve 
elephant protection and management, mitigate 
human-elephant conflicts, improve anti-
poaching measures and reduce illegal trade.

elephaNTs 
sighTed iN 

hoNg koNg?

© Martin Harvey / WWF-Canon
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Roaming in herds and consuming hundreds of pounds of 
plant matter in a single day, elephants require extensive 
amounts of food, water and space. They place great 
demands on the environment and often come into conflict 
with people in competition for resources.

This is occurring with increasing frequency in Kenya – as the 
human population grows and Kenya’s economy develops, 
habitats are lost to logging and expanding agriculture. 
Elephants following their traditional migration pathways 
find roads, fields and villages where there was once forest 
and savannah. This human-elephant interface is fraught 
with danger on both side: hungry elephants raid crops, 
damage buildings and sometimes worse: more than 200 
people have been killed by elephants in Kenya in the last 
seven years; while some farmers lose their entire crop to 

elephant raids. On the other side, elephants are often killed 
and injured in retaliation, which is particularly worrying at 
a time when poaching is rising sharply.

WWF wants people and elephants to be able to thrive 
together. In Kenya’s Mara region we are helping people 
with some ingenious techniques to keep elephants away 
from crops – such as ropes soaked in chilli and diesel, a 
smell that elephants hate. Rows of beehives also work well 
– elephants are terrified of bees, and the honey provides 
useful extra income for the farmers. But we also want people 
to benefit from living alongside elephants: this gives people 
more of an incentive to protect these animals. To facilitate 
this, WWF are supporting projects such as the Oloisukut 
Conservancy to develop conservation opportunities that 
directly benefit local communities. 

liviNg WiTh  
grey giaNTs
How WWF works to improve the 
relationship between humans and elephants
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Small EnclavES poSE 
a Big ThrEaT
Hong Kong’s country parks 
provide priceless tranquility, 
clean air, and fresh water 
to one of the world’s most 
crowded cities, but these vital 
green spaces are threatened 
by a loophole big enough to 
drive a bulldozer through

Country park / Nature reserve

Country park enclave

ThErE arE 
77 EnclavES 

in ToTal!

conSErvaTion

lai chi Wo

Siu Tan

pak Tam au
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When Hong Kong’s country parks  were 
first set up, dozens of areas containing 
villages or farmland were excluded, 
leaving a total of 77 “enclaves” exposed 
to destruction threats. With Hong 
Kong’s ever-growing thirst for land, 
many of these enclaves are now under 
immense pressure from developers 
who have been buying up land from 
indigenous villagers over the years. 
No fewer than a dozen enclaves have 
already been deliberately damaged to 
destroy their conservation value and 
prepare the land for development.

Many of these lowland enclaves support 
habitats and wildlife under-represented 
in the hilly park areas that surround 
them. When these areas are damaged, 
“the whole ecosystem of the park will 
be affected,” WWF-Hong Kong’s Senior 
Head of Programme (Local Biodiversity 
and Regional Wetland) Dr Michael Lau 
warned recently. “If they are developed, 
the damage can never be recovered.”

After a developer badly damaged 
the Tai Long Sai Wan enclave in Sai 
Kung Country Park, one of the most 
stunningly beautiful places in Hong 
Kong, public outrage forced the 
government to establish an enclave 
policy to better protect them from 
inappropriate development. It is now 
possible to incorporate enclaves with 

villages and private land into the parks, 
but the government has stepped back 
from this policy recently, declaring 
some ecologically important areas “too 
difficult to manage” as part of the parks.

Instead, the government has produced 
draft Outline Zoning Plans for a number 
of enclaves that allow extensive “Village 
Type Development”, which gives a 
green light to large-scale housing 
development within the enclaves.

So what can the public do to save the 
integrity of the country parks system? It 
is important to remind the government 
to keep its promise to save the enclaves 
rich in conservation value, and refuse 
to reward developers who destroy 
these areas in the hope of making huge 
profits.

WWF-Hong Kong also wants the public 
to stay alert: In the Lo Shue Tin enclave 
inside Ma On Shan Country Park, large-
scale destruction was only uncovered 
when a hiker spotted the damage and 
reported it to us, allowing us to alert 
the authorities and document the 
destruction. Fellow hikers can help by 
staying alert as they explore our country 
parks, marking areas that have been 
vandalized on maps and photographing 
any destruction they notice. This will 
allow the government to take action.

rEaD WWF-hong 
kong’S counTrY 

park EnclavES 
invESTigaTion rEporT

So lo pun

chEung ShEung

To kWa pEng

pak lap

(Not drawn to scale)

http://www.wwf.org.hk/en/news/featuredstories/?11320/


pak lap So lo pun hoi ha

From 2.37 hectares 
to 0.98 hectares

From 4.12 hectares 
to 2.48 hectares

From 2.60 
hectares to 1.95 

hectares

0.98 2.48 1.95
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In September 2013, the Planning Department announced the publication of the 
draft Outline Zoning Plans for Hoi Ha, Pak Lap and So Lo Pun. These plans 
permit substantial numbers of “Village Type Developments” and large-scale 
construction in the enclaves. 

After the plans were unveiled, WWF-Hong Kong launched a petition to invite 
the public to speak up for our country park enclaves. More than 9,000 petition 
letters were sent to the Town Planning Board (TPB) through our website. 
Recently we received an encouraging update:

The TPB has now decided to reduce the area zoned for village development in 
the three country park enclaves:

Our actions did not just protect these enclaves from large-scale development, the 
Planning Department has also made the size of the “Village Type Development” 
Zone, much smaller in the draft Outline Zoning Plans for other enclaves.

Our Environmental Watchdog team will continue to scrutinize the development 
plans for their environmental impacts, as well as urging the government to 
incorporate enclaves with high ecological value into the country park system for 
better protection.

The trashed Lo Shue Tin enclave inside Ma On Shan Country Park has suffered 
the kind of destruction we want to prevent elsewhere. When a hiker raised 
the alarm late last year, WWF-Hong Kong’s Environmental Watchdog team 
investigated and discovered large-scale destruction, with mature forest 
bulldozed and marshes drained, affecting threatened species including the 
Chinese pangolin and the Short-legged toad.

The clearance of the ecologically important enclave – which appears to be a 
flagrant example of developers’ “Destory First, Develop Later” approach – was 
carried out after a company called Kantex Development Limited bought all the 
individually-owned lots between 2010 and 2013 for a total of  $104 million.

After the destruction was discovered, a team of experts surveyed the site 
and recorded more than 270 plant species, with a good variety of mammal 
and bird species in what remained of the forest. Six species of Hong Kong 
stream amphibians were found in the remaining streams but in the ruined 
freshwater marsh, only a handful of aquatic plants and common amphibian 
species remained.

Lo Shue Tin is covered by an Outline Zoning Plan in which land use is supposedly 
controlled. However, it failed to stop the land clearance on the private land. 
This sad case once again shows the most effective way to protect the important 
enclaves is to incorporate them into country parks. 

You havE 
changED 
ThE FaTE 

oF our 
counTrY 

park 
EnclavES!

caSE STuDY

lo ShuE Tin
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Great 
Work for 
Great 
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Stephen Asuma works for 
the International Gorilla 

Conservation Programme (IGCP), 
which is supported by WWF, 

as Uganda Country Coordinator. 
His mission is to protect critically-

endangered mountain gorillas in Africa. 
Stephen is firm and unyielding: “Times 
are tough for gorillas, which is why we’re 
working so hard to keep them safe.”

aPes

Great 
Work for 
Great 

©  Mark Darrough / WWF-UK
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What made you devote yourself to gorilla 
conservation?

I’d never seen a mountain gorilla before I began working 
with them in 1999. I was shocked when I first saw this 
huge, hairy silverback! But then I started seeing how 
they live in families, and how the families relate to one 
another. I thought of my own family, and I realized that 
the only difference between gorillas and people is that 
the gorillas live in the forest and we live in houses. Just 
like us, they have feelings, disagreements and fights, and 
they show care and concern. 

What do you actually do?

The work with mountain gorillas is so challenging 
and there’s always work to be done. I wake up at 3am 
every day and ask myself: “what steps will I take today 
to improve the situation for mountain gorillas?” The 
challenges are huge, as the issues are everywhere 
– we talk to individuals on the edge of the National 
Park, we work with park management staff, we engage 
local politicians and talk to businessmen. One day 
the discussion might be about gorillas crop-raiding a 
family’s bananas so they don’t have enough food for 
their kids. Another day it could be about how we can 
make life better for the communities. We engage with 
people at all levels, so we need to be very active. 

What threats are mountain gorillas facing?

Our work in the two locations where mountain gorillas 
are found is really paying off. The total population of 
mountain gorillas in Bwindi National Park in Uganda 

is 400. This is a big jump from around 300 gorillas 
five years ago. We know from a 2010 count that there 
are 480 mountain gorillas in the Virunga mountains, 
which brings the total world population of mountain 
gorillas to around 880. Gorilla tourism has contributed 
significantly to that success, and this has brought 
employment and income to local communities. But 
it also poses a risk: we share about 98 per cent of 
our genes with gorillas, which means they can catch 
diseases from us. That’s a big challenge.

Another big threat to these apes is insecurity. In 
times of political unrest gorillas might get caught in 
the crossfire. Tens of thousands of refugees are living 
near the areas the gorillas inhabit, and they are taking 
everyday essentials such as wood for fuel from the 
forests. People are also setting snares to trap animals 
such as antelopes for food. Unfortunately gorillas 
sometimes get caught and can die from their injuries. 

What do you expect to see in the future?

Times are tough for gorillas, which is why we’re working 
so hard to keep them safe. I look forward to a situation 
where we can minimize the threats to mountain gorillas 
in the long term; a situation where everyone is a winner: 
where mountain gorilla populations have increased and 
they’re thriving, where the people who have sacrificed so 
much so that mountain gorillas can exist have better lives 
and are happier, and where everyone who is supporting 
our work through WWF feels that they’ve helped these 
incredible apes. That’s my dream. 
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“Just like us ... they 
[mountain gorillas] 
show care and 
concern”

Gorilla tourism has 
contributed to the population 
growth of mountain gorillas.
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Beyond 
earth hour

Hong Kong citizens helped 
make Earth Hour 2014 
more visible than ever –  
we did a lot more than just 
turn off the lights
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This was the sixth year Hong Kong took part in Earth 
Hour, the world’s biggest collective environmental 
action, together with over 7,000 cities across a record 
180 countries and regions. According to a survey 
carried out by market research company TNS, 2.8 
million people in Hong Kong participated in the 
annual “lights-out” event.

As a demonstration of how small changes can make a big 
difference, electricity usage across Hong Kong dropped 
by more than four per cent over the hour the lights 
went out at iconic buildings across the city – causing 
a whopping 153-tonne drop in emissions, as much as 
would be produced by 2,186 airline passengers flying 
from Hong Kong to Taipei, and as much as 6,661 trees 
could absorb in a year.

Building on the success of Earth Hour, this year WWF-
Hong Kong launched the One Earth Mission, which 
challenges people to take a fresh look at their lifestyles 
and consumption habits. According to WWF’s Hong 
Kong Ecological Footprint Report 2013, if everyone in 
the world lived a similar lifestyle to Hong Kong people, 
we would need 2.6 Earths to fulfil all our resource needs.  
Obviously though, we have only one planet, therefore we 
should come back down to Earth, by consuming less and 
consuming wisely.

one earth Mission
Week 1: ocean sMart
Reduce food waste by finishing your meals – 
make sure there are no leftovers. Avoid eating 
unsustainable seafood like shark fin, shrimp and 
golden threadfin bream.

Week 2: WardroBe check
Check your closet to see if there are any unworn 
clothes. Give new life to your old clothes by creating 
new styles or repairing clothes that are a little worse 
for wear.

Week 3: hunt for fsc
Search for products with the FSC logo – they 
are products from environmentally appropriate, 
socially beneficial, and economically viable forestry 
practices. 

Week 4: go Wild
Instead of travelling overseas or shopping on 
weekends, spend the time visiting nature with your 
family and friends.

Working with five non-profit organizations across Hong 
Kong: Food Angel, Redress, the Forest Stewardship 
Council® (FSC), the Hong Kong Girl Guides Association 
and the Scout Association of Hong Kong, we asked the 
public to complete one “mission” every week to move 
toward a more sustainable future, in terms of eating, 
clothing, living and travelling. With these easy and 
tangible “missions”, we hope that everyone can start to 
develop a more sustainable lifestyle so we can preserve 
the planet together. 

sudan

united kingdoM

australia

VieW More 
Photos

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151988764926892.1073741845.7847926891&type=3
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Influencers
By stepping forward and 
sharing your beliefs, you 

make our conservation 
work more influential

In the summer of 2013, WWF-Hong Kong launched our 
“Vote Ruby” campaign, designed to raise awareness about 
the plight of Chinese white dolphins in Hong Kong waters. 
During the campaign, we collected pledges from the public 
and called for the immediate designation of two marine 
parks promised by the government at West Lantau and the 
Soko Islands.

Vera Wong, a lover of the ocean and a marine mammal 
trainer in Hong Kong, is one of WWF-Hong Kong’s many 
volunteers. Along with others like herself, Vera’s volunteer 
spirit was hugely helpful in promoting the campaign’s 
conservation message and collecting signatures. At 
weekends, these volunteers travelled to ferry piers and 
shopping malls across Hong Kong, calling for pledges to 
protect our precious dolphins.

She says, “Because of my job, I know how lovely and friendly 
the dolphins are. I understand how urgently they need our 
help, so I went out to help them.”

This was the first time Vera took part in a campaign like this. 
“I was happy to see that many people were concerned about 
Ruby and were willing to be a voice for the dolphins. Some 
people, especially teenagers, told me that they had seen 
Chinese white dolphins before.”

At the same time, other people had no idea about the threats 
to the dolphins and did not understand what the WWF-
Hong Kong volunteers were doing. Vera continues, “Then I 
would ask them: Can you imagine a day when Hong Kong 
would lose its ‘indigenous people’ – the Chinese white 
dolphins and finless porpoises; these incredible species that 
live in our home?” Thanks to Vera and the other volunteers, 
we collected about 50,000 pledges for Ruby and submitted 
them to the government.

In addition to the Vote Ruby campaign, we also recruited 
volunteers for Earth Hour 2014, helping invite people to 
participate in the global lights-out event; and the One Earth 
Mission, helping promote a sustainable lifestyle.

There are always opportunities for nature lovers to contribute 
to conservation. In Vera’s words: “Join now! You will 
soon learn how you can make a difference.”  

Do you want to become a 
volunteer lIke vera? wrIte to us 
toDay! volunteers@wwf.org.hk

Thanks to the Ogilvy & Mather Group, Hong Kong for their pro bono support with 
fundraising and communications strategies for the “Vote Ruby” campaign.
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Environmental and conservation education programmes 
have a lot to gain from the high-tech world. Starting from 
the 2013-14 academic year, the Mai Po Secondary School 
“Wetland Encounter” programme includes a brand-new 
nature photography element. Guided by our Education 
Officer, students use digital cameras to take photos of 
different wetland scenes and wetland wildlife. Sharing 
and discussing these photos helps students understand 
how valuable wetlands are to both humans and the natural 
world. Best of all, the students’ masterpieces are printed 
out as souvenirs, allowing them to have a keepsake of their 
Mai Po memories.

Here are some of the thoughts students wrote on the 
photos:

“Wetlands are beautiful. They have a lot of 
functions so we have to protect them.” 

“I am glad I got to see lots of birds, it was 
awesome!”

 

By observing nature through a camera, students not only 
discover the surprising habits of wildlife and the hidden 
details of the natural world, they also get to appreciate 
the aesthetic value of this precious wetland. The Wetland 
Encounter programme also includes interpretation and 
ecological survey components, which help students 
realize the uniqueness of different wetlands, and in turn 
investigate the threats these environments and their fragile 
biodiversity are facing.

WWF-Hong Kong actively promotes our Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) programmes to primary 
and secondary schools. Through “outdoor classrooms” like 
Mai Po, we hope to foster interest in environmental issues 
and sustainable development, and promote a commitment 
to conservation early in life.

The nature photography equipment of the Wetland Encounter 
is sponsored by Canon Hongkong Co., Ltd. Supporting 
conversation in this way, by providing equipment and 
opportunities, the company sets an excellent example for 
society and the business world to follow. 

Digital cameras 
have become an 
invaluable tool for 
school students 
visiting Mai Po

capturIng
wetlanD 
beauty

eDucatIon



Working together for  
a sustainable future
In a world where natural resources are running low and the 
environment is facing numerous threats, increasingly keen 
competition for scarce raw materials makes business more costly 
and success difficult to find. WWF-Hong Kong’s mission, to 
build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, is 
perfectly compatible with a robust and healthy business climate. 
Everyone, including the business sector, has an important role to 
play in alleviating the world’s environmental problems.

Globally, WWF’s Market Transformation Initiative allows 
us to carry out conservation work by creating long-term 
transformational partnerships with corporations around the 

world in areas like water stewardship, forestry and fisheries.

To align with WWF’s global initiatives, WWF-Hong Kong set up its 
Corporate Membership Programme in 2000 to invite companies 
to participate in our conservation programmes, guided visits 
and seminars. By working with us, our supporters contribute to 
creating a sustainable planet, and in return gain tangible benefits 
like lower emissions, more engaged staff and cost efficiencies, as 
well as making their businesses sustainable!

For further details of the programme, please contact Mr Ma by 
phone at 2161 9658 or by email at cmp@wwf.org.hk.

Double DiamonD members

DiamonD members

WWF-Hong Kong Corporate Members (As at 1 Aug 2014)
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AECOM
AEON Stores (Hong Kong) Co., Limited
AFSC Operations Limited
Allen & Overy
Amway Hong Kong Limited
Arup
AXA Hong Kong
Bank of Communications Co., Ltd Hong 
Kong Branch
The Bank of East Asia, Limited
BMW Concessionaries (HK) Limited
The Body Shop (HK & Macau)
Bond Apparels International Limited
Chun Wo Development Holdings Limited
Cinda International Holdings Limited
CITIC Securities International Company 
Limited
Como Como
COSCO International Holdings Limited
Credit Suisse AG
Cree Hong Kong Ltd
DP World
Ecolab Limited
Elite Partners CPA Limited
Emperor International Holdings Limited
Esquel Enterprises Limited
First Shanghai Group
General 

Gravity Partnership Limited
Great Eagle Holdings Limited
Hallmark Cards (HK) Limited
Hinrich Foundation
Hong Kong Aero Engine Services Limited
The Hong Kong and China Gas Company 
Limited
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition 
Centre (Management) Ltd.
Hong Kong Disneyland Resort
Hopewell Holdings Limited
Hysan Development Company Limited
Inchcape Hong Kong
Japan Home Centre (HK) Ltd
Johnson Matthey Pacific Limited
KOSE (Hong Kong) Company Limited
Lamma Rainbow Seafood Restaurant 
Limited
Light Engine Limited
Linkz Industries Ltd
Lloyd George Management (Hong Kong) 
Limited
Lombard Odier
Long Data Technology Limited
Lorence & Company O/B Total Chance 
Limited
Manulife (International) Limited
McDonald’s Restaurants (Hong Kong) 
Limited

Meinhardt Consulting Engineers
Meiriki Japan Company Limited
Merck Pharmaceutical (HK) Limited
Modern Terminals Limited
MTR Corporation
M.Y.Cheng & Co. (Engineering) Ltd.
Nam Wah Precision Product Ltd
Neonlite Electronic & Lighting (H.K.)  
Limited
New World Development Company 
Limited
The Nuance Group (HK) Ltd
Oliver’s Super Sandwiches 
Olympus Capital Asia 
Orient Overseas Container Line Limited
PCCW Limited
Rothschild (Hong Kong) Limited
Sa Sa International Holdings Ltd
SEIKO
Shenzhou International Group Holdings 
Limited
Simmons Bedding and Furniture  
(HK) Ltd
Texwinca Holdings Limited
Top Form International Ltd
Vizz Technology Limited
Wing Hang Bank

Cathay Pacific Airways Limited
Crocodile Garments Ltd
Dah Chong Hong Holdings Ltd
Fung (1906) Foundation Limited
Galaxy Entertainment Group
Hayco Group
The Hong Kong Jockey Club

Leigh & Orange Limited
Leo Paper Group (Hong Kong) Limited
Linklaters
MUJI (Hong Kong) Company Limited
Simatelex Group
Sino Group

Pearl members

silver members
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