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Nowhere to Land
Some Asian migratory waterbird species are suffering a population 
decline and from a rapid loss of stopover sites in coastal wetlands. 
WWF looks at solutions that can reverse this trend.

A sustainable future requires action by all
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From ECOspHErE 
to blOGOspHErE!

Introducing Our 
New Kids’ Website

News
Get the latest updates on our education programmes 
and events designed especially for children.

Stories
Which is the world’s tallest tree? Where can you fi nd 
Chinese white dolphins, fi ddler crabs and Black-faced 
spoonbills? Join us every week as Mr Panda shares his 
stories about the natural world!

Fun
Challenge yourself in a games session or become a 
green expert through cartoons and fun videos. 

Wildlife
A mother panda is 900 times larger than her cubs when 
they’re born! A wild giant panda eats more than 10 kilo-
grams of bamboo per day! There are hundreds of other 
fun facts about animals just waiting to be discovered!

Sponsored by

Our educational website for children has just been renamed WWF Explore and now has 
a wild new look! The new site lets students, teachers and parents explore the natural 
world and learn about conservation through fun and fascinating interactive features:

Check out WWF Explore now!
wwf.org.hk/explore

WWF-Hong Kong is excited to announce the launch of 
our newest adventure: the WWF Blog! Star bloggers 
from WWF-Hong Kong will be sharing their take on 
nature and the things we care most about in the natural 
world: endangered species, fun facts, green-living tips, 
conservation news and much more! Our staff  will also 
share the joys and hardships of their work as we try to 
build a planet in which humans can live in harmony 
with nature. You can read about:

• Nature’s most “romantic” creatures
• The Hammerhead shark:the endangered 

movie star!
• The mysteries of bird migration

Bookmark our blog now and check back often 
for new updates!  blog.wwf.org.hk/en/
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Migratory birds are exotic and evocative 
creatures. Since the beginning of 
civilization, they have inspired humankind 
to search beyond the horizon and reach for 
the skies.

Upon seeing a flock of ducks or geese 
bravely flying north or south, one 
cannot help but wonder where they have 
been and whether they will arrive at 
their destination. Threats to migratory 
waterbirds are at an all-time high and, 
tragically, populations of some species, 
such as the Spoon-billed sandpiper, are 
collapsing. Unless this trend is reversed, 
extinctions will soon follow.

Since 2006, World Migratory Bird Day has 
marked the importance of these species. 
This year, the theme was “Networking for 
Migratory Birds”, which highlights the 
main problem facing these creatures in 
East Asia: Their network of habitats along 
their migration route – the mighty East 
Asian-Australasian Flyway – is in danger 
of being eradicated.

The flyway is mostly comprised of 
coastal wetland sites both large and 
small, spanning 22 countries. Many 
wetlands are rapidly disappearing due 
to urban development. As a result of the 
development, delicate coastal ecosystems 
are being paved over with concrete. 
You can find out more about the issues, 
problems and solutions facing migratory 
birds in this issue’s cover story.

One part of the flyway that has been 
partially preserved is Hong Kong’s famous 
Deep Bay wetlands. This critical habitat 

hosts tens of thousands of rare and 
beautiful migratory birds annually. For 
30 years, WWF-Hong Kong has managed 
the Mai Po Nature Reserve, a site within 
the Deep Bay complex. Maintaining and 
increasing the biodiversity of suitable 
wetland habitats and the richness of 
wildlife is a full-time job for reserve staff. 
This issue’s WWF People story gives a 
glimpse into the challenges surrounding 
this important task.

Also in this issue, we report on the success 
of Earth Hour 2013 and examine the 
future of shark species and the shark trade 
in the wake of the last CITES meeting 
in Bangkok. In addition, we note some 
interesting changes to WWF’s education 
programme and  our website.

This issue of About Life will bring you up 
to speed on some of the most pressing 
environmental issues for Hong Kong and the 
world. I hope you will find this information 
both interesting and beneficial.
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Global
Conservation news

Carbon dioxide level 
reaChes new hiGh
Levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide 
reached 400 parts per million (ppm) for 
the first time in human history, according 
to data from the Mauna Loa Observatory 
in Hawaii. This marks a critical point in 
the fight against global warming. Humans 
are responsible for the rising levels of CO2 
– most of the pollution comes from the 
energy sector. With a speedy global shift 
to renewable energy and supported by 
strong energy efficiency measures, we can 
drastically reduce CO2 emissions, which 
could eventually stabilize and reduce 
atmospheric CO2 concentrations.

elephant massaCre
In early May, at least 26 elephants were massacred in the Dzanga Bai 
World Heritage Site in the Central African Republic (CAR). A group of 
armed poachers entered this unique elephant habitat, known locally as 
the “village of elephants”. Between 50 and 200 elephants congregate 
here every day to drink the nutrients present in the sands. This tragedy 
is a reminder of the threat faced by forest elephants in Central Africa, 
where their numbers have plummeted 62 percent over the past 10 years. 
WWF urges the international community to safeguard the forest elephant 
population, and calls on the Chinese and Thai governments to shut down 
the illegal ivory markets, which are partly responsible for this, and other, 
elephant massacres.
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shark fins don’t fly 
with major airlines
June 2013 has become a month of 
momentum for the global shark 
conservation. Five more airlines, namely 
Qantas, Air New Zealand, Fiji Airways 
(formerly Air Pacific), Korean Air and Asiana 
Airlines demonstrated their leadership 
by banning the shipping of shark fin in 
their cargo freight. Together with Cathay 
Pacific, Dragonair (which announced its 
ban last September) and Virgin Airlines 
these companies have set an example for 
how corporations should support marine 
conservation through their daily operations.



Chinese white dolphins  
at reCord low 
According to research conducted in 2012, the 
combined estimate of Chinese white dolphin numbers 
in Hong Kong waters was 61. It was the lowest in the 
past decade of monitoring, having declined from 158 in 
2003. The grave plight of the species is closely related 
to reclamation, increasing marine traffic and polluted 
waters in their habitats. WWF-Hong Kong launched 
the “Vote Ruby” campaign this June to increase public 
awareness about the escalating threats that Chinese 
white dolphins are facing.

rare Glimpse into  
panda habitats
WWF China has released dozens of 
photographs and hours of video footage 
captured by over 100 infrared cameras in six 
of Sichuan Province’s giant panda reserves. 
The rare images and footage showcase an 
array of rare species, including giant pandas, 
red pandas, Tibetan stump-tailed macaques 
and leopard cats, in their remote habitats. The 
images demonstrate that through the 
conservation of the giant panda, a flagship 
species, we can also protect other threatened 
species that share the same habitat and thus 
preserve biological diversity.
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finless porpoise 
population 
nosedives to 1,000 
According to the 2012 Yangtze 
Freshwater Dolphin Survey Report, 
produced after a 44-day round-trip 
research expedition, the Yangtze 
finless porpoise population has 
declined in number to a mere 1,000, 
less than half of what it was six years 
ago. This endangered species is now 
even rarer than the wild giant panda. 
If this rate of decline continues, 
the Yangtze finless porpoise could 
be extinct as early as 2025. Food 
shortages and human disturbance 
including shipping traffic are currently 
the key threats to its survival.
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Saving aSia’S 
Migratory 
WaterbirdS

ConServation
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For some migratory 
waterbirds, danger is a fact 
of life, especially in densely 
populated regions of East 
Asia. As critical wetland 
stopover sites rapidly 
disappear and populations 
plummet, there is much 
work to be done to 
conserve these species.

The world’s migratory 
waterbird populations are 
on the brink of disaster. 

Each year, an estimated 
50 billion birds – around 
19 percent of the world’s 

10,000 avian species – journey across the 
planet in search of food and warmth or 
to return to their breeding grounds. This 
astonishing migration is one of Earth’s 
greatest natural wonders.

Despite performing and surviving this 
magnificent feat for generations, at present, 
bird populations are disappearing in vast 
numbers and at great speed, particularly in 
places with dense human populations like 
East Asia. The region is a key part of the 
East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF), 
but at the same time, it is also home to 45 
percent of the human race.

Migratory waterbirds along the EAAF 
are showing a steep and rapid decline, 
and some are among the world’s most-
threatened species. According to a 2011 
report by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), rates of 
decline in the region are among the highest 
of any ecological system in the world. 

Some 33 waterbird species using the flyway 
are heading toward extinction and many 
others are facing losses of between five and 
nine percent per year. The Spoon-billed 
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sandpiper, whose number is declining 
by 26 percent per year, could be extinct 
within a decade. 

Bena Smith, WWF-Hong Kong’s Conservation 
Manager for Regional Wetland Projects, 
attended the Partnership for the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway (EAAFP) Meeting of 
Partners in Alaska in June 2013. Along with 
other experts, he discussed the distressing 
situation for migratory waterbirds in the 
flyway, including that of the Baer’s pochard, 
a formerly common and widespread, but 
now critically endangered duck in Asia. 

This duck was found to be “extremely 
abundant” during its migration through 
China in the early 1900s. Hundreds could 
be found across countries that formed 
the core of its former wintering range, 
including Bangladesh, Myanmar and 
Thailand. But a heavy decline in the duck’s 
population took place in the 20th century, 
and in the last few years their number has 
taken a nose-dive. An assessment in 2012 
suggested that fewer than 1,000 now exist 
in the world, but field surveys in winter 
2012/13 only located 45. The reason for 
the rapid population drop in the last few 
years is unknown, leading delegates at the 
EAAFP meeting to conclude that the duck 
is at risk of imminent extinction.

While each species is different and 
the precise reasons for the widespread 
population drops are not known as of yet, 
the IUCN report paints a stark picture, 
saying, “fisheries and vital ecological 
services are collapsing and ecological 
disasters increasing, with concomitant 
implications for human livelihoods”.

John Allcock, Manager for Habitat 
Management and Monitoring for WWF-
Hong Kong, says the biggest threat to 
migratory waterbirds is the disappearance 
and degradation of stopover sites along the 
EAAF. 

“Birds are reliant upon many different 
sites in different locations,” Allcock says. 
“A bird may only rely on each stopover site 
for a few days, but if that site is lost, the 
bird may not survive migration.” 

Many of these staging posts in East Asia 
consist of intertidal wetlands. Migratory 
waterbirds depend on these ecosystems 
because they are biologically diverse and 
rich in food sources, providing the ideal 
habitat for birds to rest and recharge 
before resuming their travels. 

The IUCN report concluded that 51 percent 
of the wetlands in mainland China have 
been lost since 1980, along with 40 percent 

Despite its location close to rapidly developing Shenzhen, Mai Po Nature 
Reserve is a temporary home for thousands of migratory waterbirds.

the  
eaSt aSian-
auStralaSian 
FlyWay (eaaF)
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The biggest threat to 
migratory waterbirds is 
the disappearance and 
degradation of stopover 
sites along the EAAF.

of Japanese wetlands, 60 percent in South 
Korea and 70 percent in Singapore.

The loss of these wetlands is directly 
related to the fast pace of coastal land 
reclamation occurring in this densely 
populated region, particularly around 
key coastal staging areas in the Yellow 
Sea. People are destroying the East Asian 
wetlands for short-term economic gain. 
This habitat destruction is compounded 
by a litany of other threats to waterbirds, 
including the damming of major rivers, 
pollution and hunting.

Mai Po nature reServe
Mai Po Nature Reserve is a bright spot 
in an otherwise grim picture. WWF-
Hong Kong has managed the 380-hectare 
site within Inner Deep Bay for three 
decades. The reserve acts as an education 
and research centre, and staff work 
on numerous projects and initiatives 
involving wetlands and waterbirds. Most 
importantly, the reserve is a conservation 
centre that offers a temporary home for 
thousands of birds from over 400 species. 
Nearly 40,000 waterbirds were recorded 
at Mai Po in January this year.

WWF’s active management of the 
reserve’s numerous habitats aims to 
maintain and increase their biodiversity, 
and thus attractiveness, to waterbirds. 
Various techniques are employed, such 
as the restoration and enhancement of 
freshwater ponds and gei wai (shrimp 
ponds), the natural management of 
vegetation through the use of buffaloes, 
and the monitoring of water quality in 
freshwater ponds. These efforts were 
recently recognized when WWF-Hong 
Kong and Mai Po Management Committee 
received the BirdLife International 
Conservation Achievement Award 2013.

Though Mai Po is well managed, it is 
only one of a network of stopover sites. 
“However much protection we give to 
the species in Hong Kong, if the other 
sites they use elsewhere are destroyed, 
we will still see declines in their 
populations,”Allcock says.

additional threatS
Another threat to the birds is illegal 
hunting. In China and Southeast Asia, 
it is a common practice for people to 
catch birds for food or for the caged-bird 
trade. Trappers spread mist nets – nylon 

The EAAF, one of the world’s nine major migratory waterbird 
flyways, supports 50 million birds from 250 different 
populations, including 33 globally threatened species. It 
extends from the Arctic Circle in Russia and Alaska south 
through East and Southeast Asia, and its southern limit 
is Australia and New Zealand. In all, the EAAF spans 22 
countries.

Migratory birds currently use over 700 sites along the flyway 
as stopover points or staging posts on their north-south 
migration. Many of these sites are close to human settlements 
and are subject to the associated pressures. International 
cooperation is vital to preserving these sites; without it, many 
waterbird species will face extinction in the near future. 

Dumping of construction 
and development waste at 
a wetland in Yuen Long

hong Kong

Siberia

auStralia

alaSKa

Mainland 
China

Korea
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nets that are almost invisible to birds – in 
areas where avian populations are known 
to congregate and capture all manner of 
birds. Once the more valuable specimens 
have been extracted, many more species 
that have been trapped alongside them are 
left to die in the nets.

This problem received global attention 
in late 2012, when it was discovered that 
hunters had placed 460 mist nets around 
a wintering site for the Spoonbilled 
sandpiper (a critically endangered 
species of which fewer than 500 remain 
in the world) in Fucheng, in southwest 
Guangdong Province. Other threatened 
or endangered birds, such as the Eurasian 
curlew and the Yellow-breasted bunting, 
have also recently been found dead due to 
these nets.

Major steps need to be taken immediately 
to reverse the current trends. If this reversal 
occurs, species declines could be halted and 
the EAAF would likely retain its ecological 
function and biodiversity in the future.

In recognition of this urgency and the need 
for international cooperation to conserve 
species which cross country boundaries, in 
February 2012, WWF-Hong Kong launched 
the “Conservation Priorities for Migratory 
Shorebirds of the East Asian-Australasian 
Flyway” project to identify shorebird species 
of the highest importance for conservation 
action and their critical sites in the flyway 
and to produce a flyway-wide Conservation 
Plan. The Plan aims to stabilize populations 
of the priority shorebird species by guiding 
national governments, conservationists, 
environmental  NGOs and researchers to 
implement actions to conserve them in 
the EAAF.

While this is an encouraging start, the 
work of preserving and reversing the man-
made damage to the East Asian wetlands 
and the waterbird populations that depend 
on them needs to be implemented more 
quickly. In the end, it will be humanity that 
determines the fate of our fellow travellers, 
as only we hold the power to change our 
habits and save the birds. 

At Mai Po Nature Reserve, WWF-Hong Kong and the Hong 
Kong Bird Ringing Group perform the important scientific 
task of collecting data on the migration patterns of waterbird 
species. Individual birds are fit with unique colour-coded and 
engraved leg flags, allowing for identification and movement 
tracking. 

The Greater sand plover is a small waterbird seen frequently 
in Hong Kong on its yearly migration from Central Asia to its 
wintering grounds in northern Australia. One such plover was 

caught at Mai Po in April 2011 and fitted with a leg flag, K6, in 
Hong Kong’s unique colours, white over yellow. In September 
2011 and March 2012, K6 was spotted in Broome, in northwest 
Australia, 4,591 kilometres away from Hong Kong.

On 9 March 2013, Katherine Leung, WWF’s Mai Po Reserve 
Officer, was in Australia. “I was in Broome volunteering for 
an annual shorebird migration research programme,” she 
says. “After helping with the capture of 339 shorebirds that 
morning, I had to leave for the airport. Five minutes before 
my departure from the campsite, I was notified that a Hong 
Kong-flagged bird was among the captured birds. Rushing 
back to the site, I was super excited to see and hold a Hong 
Kong bird, and even more excited to see that it was K6!”

Leung concludes that “migratory waterbirds are a shared 
wonder among many wetlands along the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway. These reunions and re-sightings are a 
delightful counterpart to all the hard work we do at Mai Po.”

a Migratory reunion

read the Story 
oF a traPPed 
euraSian CurleW

Trap net is a great threat to the 
wintering birds.
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Birds of  
a feather

WWF-Hong Kong’s Manager for Habitat 
Management and Monitoring shares the joys of 
working at Mai Po Nature Reserve.

Ten years ago, John Allcock came to Hong Kong from the UK to 
work for an ecological consultancy. He joined WWF-Hong Kong in 
March 2012. He carries out behind-the-scenes work at Mai Po Nature 
Reserve with the help of a dedicated team. Together, they maintain 
and monitor the reserve to ensure that its wetland habitats are 
attractive to as many species as possible. His lifelong love of birds 
and nature drives his devotion to safeguard the species at Mai Po and 
in the South China region.

Which part of nature most appeals to you?

I’ve always been primarily a birder. I 
am particularly fond of shorebirds. The 
concept of bird migration always interests 
me: Why can a bird, weighing just a few 
grams, migrate thousands of kilometres 
twice a year, and find a breeding or 
wintering site on the other side of the 
planet?

One story I often tell when asked when I 
became interested in wildlife is that my 
very first word was “sparrow”. Sitting 

and watching birds on the roof next door, 
I learned that apparently even before I 
learned to say “Mummy” or “Daddy”!

Other species also interest me, as does 
research. I want to know more about 
what is going on around me, and I want 
to find ways to apply those discoveries to 
help protect wildlife.

I have never thought about working in a 
field not related to the natural world.
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John has shown interest in birds since his childhood.

WWf PeoPLe
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What do you appreciate about Hong 
Kong’s natural environment?

There is such a high level of biodiversity 
packed into a small area so close to the city. 
You can reach amazingly diverse habitats 
very easily, even using public transport.

Mai Po is completely unique. Even after 10 
years visiting the site, I still can’t believe 
that there is a wetland that is so diverse,  
supports so many birds and threatened 
species, and is so close to the city. There’s 
nowhere else where you can watch a species 
as rare as the Black-faced spoonbill against 
a backdrop of Shenzhen skyscrapers!

 

What worries you about Hong Kong’s 
natural environment?

My main worry is about the spread of 
urbanization across Hong Kong and the 
loss of natural habitats to village housing 
and container storage. There is sometimes 
an attitude that nature should be kept 
within designated parks or reserves rather 
than one that tries to find a way for people 
and nature to co-exist in the same space.

What is your favourite part about 
working at WWF?

That’s easy. I get to spend all day at Mai 
Po! My office window overlooks one of the 
ponds, so I can see ducks and other birds 
while at my desk.

One thing that I have been very pleased 
with is that we now have five buffaloes 
at Mai Po. The work they do in habitat 
management is fantastic. I like going to 

visit the buffaloes because they can be very 
friendly and inquisitive, but they can be 
very stubborn if you try to move them!

 

Most memorable moment?

Because I oversee our shorebird leg-
flagging programme, I am always really 
pleased when there are overseas re-
sightings of our shorebirds. The most 
exciting of these was in 2012, when we 
got news that one of our flagged Pacific 
golden plovers was seen 6,000 km away 
in the Marshall Islands in the middle of 
the Pacific!*

 

What do you think Mai Po will look 
like in the future?

I hope that we can get back some species 
that used to occur at Mai Po but which 
are no longer here. The major issues we 
are expecting to face are sedimentation, 
which would lead to the ponds becoming 
drier, and climate change. We don’t yet 
know how climate change will affect us, 
but I expect many of the major changes 
around the reserve in the next few 
decades will be those made to cope with 
a changed climate. 

*A Pacific golden plover, with the 
unique number J1, was flagged in 
Mai Po in April 2011. It was re-
sighted in the Marshall Islands in 
January 2012. For details about 
the leg-flagging programme, 
please visit: 

“Mai Po is completely 
unique. Even after 10 
years visiting the site, 
I still can’t believe that 
there is a wetland that 
is so diverse, supports 
so many birds and 
threatened species, and 
is so close to the city.”

“I like going to visit the buffaloes [at 
Mai Po] because they can be very 
friendly and inquisitive, but they can be 
very stubborn if you try to move them!”
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“My favourite part about working in WWF: 
spending all day at Mai Po!”
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LifeLong 
Learning
WWF-Hong Kong’s Island House Footprint Education 
Programme for Primary Schools and Community 
Participants, which is financially supported by global 
financial firm UBS, aims to provide educational 
opportunities for both young and old. 

Twenty-four people from diverse backgrounds, from 
students to retirees over the age of 55, were trained as 
Island House ambassadors. Nine of these ambassadors 
came from the Elder Academy of Lingnan University.

During three full-day training workshops, WWF’s 
Education Team taught these ambassadors about the 
concept of the ecological footprint, sustainable lifestyles, 
the history of Tai Po, the architectural features of Island 
House, plant species at the centre, interpretation skills, 
and WWF’s mission and work.

The ambassadors put their new knowledge and skills 
to good use during five open days at Island House, held 
between November 2012 and January 2013. They worked 
as interpreters during guided visits and managed games 
booths. Island House is a declared historical monument, 
making it the perfect setting for retired people to share 
their experiences and histories with visitors. The visitors 
were impressed and commended the ambassadors on 
their knowledge.

Retirees are a valuable resource for society. Encouraging 
senior members of society to perform voluntary work and 
provide training to enhance their skills and confidence 
should be a high priority. 

In the future, Island House ambassadors will continue to 
lead tours and share their abundant knowledge with the 
community. 

It’s never too late to 
take an interest in 
conservation! WWF-
Hong Kong trained 
people from all walks of 
life and age at our Island 
House Conservation 
Studies Centre to serve  
as ambassadors for  
the centre.

education
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Preventing 
a Future 
Without 
SharkS
As the world’s “shark fin capital”, Hong 
Kong can play a crucial role in helping to 
curtail the decline of the world’s shark 
populations. On top of adhering to increasing 
international trade regulations on sharks 
and their products, Hong Kong needs to take 
more proactive action to protect sharks.
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Sharks may not be in the spotlight as 
much as dolphins, pandas or tigers are, 
but their current plight deserves just as 
much attention.

According to the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), there are 
around 468 shark species in the world, 
and 74 of these are listed as critically 
endangered, endangered or vulnerable. 
Scientists have reported steep drops in 
shark populations worldwide in recent 
years. For example, in some studies 
conducted in the Atlantic Ocean, during 
the last 20 years, the number of Oceanic 
whitetip sharks has dropped by up to 70 
percent. Since the 1980s, Hammerhead 
shark populations have dropped a 
frightening 90 percent, while Porbeagle 
shark numbers have dropped over 70 
percent over the past 40 to 50 years. The 
situation is dire.

Do declines in shark populations affect 
the world’s wider marine environment? 
Certainly, says Tracy Tsang, WWF-Hong 

Kong’s Senior Programme Officer, Shark.

“As the top predator in the ocean, sharks 
are very important in maintaining 
a balance in marine ecosystems. If 
shark populations are exhausted, the 
ocean food chain will be disrupted. The 
affected viability of commercial fisheries 
around the world may result in a lower 
abundance, poorer quality and higher 
prices for the most popular types of 
seafood we consume.”

Trade in shark products has had a 
negative impact on shark populations. 
The demand for sharks – in particular 
their fins – has been one of the main 
drivers of global shark fishery. Although 
there is no shark fishery in Hong Kong, 
the city is notorious for being the world’s 
“shark fin capital”: Tiny Hong Kong 
accounts for an astonishing 50 percent 
of the global shark fin trade annually. 
According to the Hong Kong Census and 
Statistics Department, around 8,285 
metric tonnes of shark fin products were 
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The demand for  
shark fins is one of 
the main drivers of 
global shark fishery.

The Porbeagle shark 
is added to CITES 
appendix II for stricter 
trade regulations.

Oceanic whitetip shark
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imported into Hong Kong in 2012 from 
around 80 countries. WWF is encouraged 
by the decline on imports of shark fins into 
Hong Kong when compared with 2011, 
when the figure was around 10,000 metric 
tonnes, even though these figures may also 
be the result of changes in how the Hong 
Kong government documents its trade.

The world is beginning to respond to this 
shark crisis. In March 2013, the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
met in Bangkok. The Conference of the 
Parties (CoP 16) formally added the 
Oceanic whitetip, Scalloped hammerhead, 
Great hammerhead, Smooth hammerhead 
and the Porbeagle sharks to CITES 
Appendix II.

This decision, which has been ratified, 
means that these species and their 

products (for example shark fins) can be 
commercially traded internationally, but 
under strict regulations. As such, the Hong 
Kong government is obliged to amend 
its Protection of Endangered Species of 
Animals and Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586) 
– local legislation which gives effect to 
CITES in Hong Kong – to bring it into line 
with the CITES requirements. Tsang says: 
“To make sure Hong Kong strictly follows 
the CITES decision, WWF is calling on 
the government to conduct the scientific 
identification of randomly sampled shark 
fins, using DNA testing, for example. 
This would ensure the shark products are 
traded under CITES protection.”

Hope is beginning to bloom at the local 
level as well. In the past few years, global 
shark conservation work has begun to 
receive a positive response from airlines, 

What iS CiteS?
CITES, the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, came 
into existence in 1975. At the time, there were concerns 
that international trade was endangering numerous 
wildlife species. It was necessary to foster international 
collaboration and cooperation in order to ensure that 
trade was controlled and sustainable. Today, the role of 
CITES remains vital to international conservation efforts.

CITES regulates international species trade through the 
inclusion of species in one of three Appendices:

Appendix I: Species which cannot be traded 
internationally for primarily commercial 
purposes.

Appendix II: Species which can be traded internationally 
for commercial purposes, but within strict 
regulations, requiring determinations of 
sustainability and legality.

Appendix III: Species which are included at the request of 
a country, which then needs the cooperation 
of other countries to help prevent illegal 
exploitation.

Hong Kong accounts for 50 percent of the global shark fin trade 
and is notorious for being the world’s “shark fin capital”.
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which have taken a leadership role in 
regulating the shark fin trade. Since 2011, 
more and more airlines have announced 
bans on carrying shark fins or shark fin 
products due to concerns over the plight 
of sharks globally. Equally encouraging 
is the fact that participation in WWF’s 
shark conservation programmes has 
continued to grow. There are now 115 
caterers, including five-star hotels and 
Chinese chain restaurants, on board 
with our “Alternative Shark-free Menu” 
programme. Participation numbers in 
our “No Shark Fin Corporate Pledge” have 
risen to 154. After successfully receiving 
support from the catering industry and 
corporations, WWF believes that now 
is the right time to call for the general 
public to say “NO” to shark fin to create a 
collective voice to protect sharks.

Even with the recent increase in 
international cooperation through CITES, 
shark conversation is an ongoing and 
evolving process. Much work remains to 
be done: These newly protected sharks, 
together with the Great white shark, 
Basking shark and Whale shark – which 
have already been listed in Appendix II 
– make up only a small percentage of the 
world’s shark species. Many sharks, the 
wild populations of which are under great 
threat, are still not monitored by CITES.

“As sharks are particularly vulnerable 
due to their biological characteristics of 
maturing late and having few young,” 
Tsang concludes, “CITES and the 
signatory governments must speed up 
their work by regulating the shark trade 
before it is too late.” 
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there are 
around 468 
Shark SPeCieS 
in the World, 
and 74 oF theSe 
are liSted 
aS CritiCally 
endangered, 
endangered or 
vulnerable

74

take aCtion:  
i’m FiniShed With FinS!
Brunei brought good news to shark conservation in June 2013 – the country 
announced a nationwide ban on catching, landing or selling on the domestic market 
any shark species from the country’s waters, as well as the trade and import of all 
shark products. Brunei is the first country in Asia to take such actions.

This summer, WWF-Hong Kong is partnering with Shark Savers, WildAid, National 
Geographic and Nat Geo Wild to launch the “I’m FINished with Fins” campaign. Hong 
Kong’s most influential personalities, celebrities and corporate leaders are taking the 
lead to say “NO” to shark fin. It’s time for you to take action too, so make a pledge 
through the campaign’s website (finishedwithfins.org) and share it with your 
friends. With every pledge, we take another step forward to saving the sharks!
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1Earth, 
City,  
hour

Earth Hour 2013 
sent a powerful 
message about Hong 
Kong’s commitment 
to conservation and 
sustainable living.

Earth Hour, the biggest collective environmental 
action in the world, was a smashing success 
this year, with 152 countries taking part in 
the massive lights-out event. On Saturday, 23 
March this year, 370 Hong Kong schools and 
youth groups, along with 3,800 buildings and 
organizations, turned off their non-essential 
lights from 8:30p.m. to 9:30p.m.. This marked 
the fifth year that Hong Kong has participated 
in this global action, which is designed to flight 
climate change.

In Hong Kong, this year’s theme was “One 
Earth, One City, One Hour”. Hong Kong’s two 
electricity companies determined that during 
Earth Hour 2013, electricity consumption 
in Hong Kong dropped by 4.76 percent, 
representing a savings of 172 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide. It would require 7,478 trees to absorb 
this amount of CO2 over the course of a year.

WWF-Hong Kong encourages everyone to “go 
beyond the hour” and live a sustainable lifestyle 
by changing or modifying their daily lives. Even 
small changes, made daily, will add up to huge 
energy savings! 
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 Wat Arun Ratchawaram, Thailand, turned off its lights.
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Footprint
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 Huge crowds gathered in front of the 
Petronas Towers in Malaysia to wait for 
the lights-off moment.

 Hong Kong with its lights on and off!

 The Sydney Opera House 
glowed a dark green to show 
its commitment to renewable 
energy.

 The Tower Bridge in London 
joined Earth Hour.

©  WWF – hong Kong / aRbiseR PhotogRaPhy



Working together for  
a sustainable future
In a world where natural resources are running low and the 
environment is facing numerous threats, increasingly keen 
competition for scarce raw materials makes business more costly 
and success difficult to find. WWF-Hong Kong’s mission, to 
build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, is 
perfectly compatible with a robust and healthy business climate. 
Everyone, including the business sector, has an important role to 
play in alleviating the world’s environmental problems.

Globally, WWF’s Market Transformation Initiative allows 
us to carry out conservation work by creating long-term 
transformational partnerships with corporations around the 

world in areas like water stewardship, forestry and fisheries.

To align with WWF’s global initiatives, WWF-Hong Kong set up its 
Corporate Membership Programme in 2000 to invite companies 
to participate in our conservation programmes, guided visits 
and seminars. By working with us, our supporters contribute to 
creating a sustainable planet, and in return gain tangible benefits 
like lower emissions, more engaged staff and cost efficiencies, as 
well as making their businesses sustainable!

For further details of the programme, please contact Mr Ma by 
phone at 2161 9658 or by email at cmp@wwf.org.hk.

Double DiamonD members

DiamonD members

WWF-Hong Kong Corporate Members (As at 1 May 2013)



golD members

Pearl 
members
Cathay Pacific Airways Limited
The Clearwater Bay Golf & Country Club
Crocodile Garments Limited
Dah Chong Hong Holdings Limited
Fung (1906) Foundation Limited
Galaxy Entertainment Group
Great Eagle Holdings Limited
HAYCO® Group
The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Leo Paper Group (Hong Kong) Limited
Linklaters
MUJI (Hong Kong) Company Limited
S.C. Johnson Limited
Simatelex Group
Sino Group
Texwinca Holdings Limited

silver 
members
AECOM
AEON Stores (Hong Kong) Co., Limited
AFSC Operations Limited
Asia Capital Reinsurance Group Pte. Ltd.
Allen & Overy
Amway Hong Kong Limited
Arup

AXA China Region Insurance Company 
Limited
Bank of Communications Co., Ltd Hong 
Kong Branch
The Bank of East Asia
Belden Asia (Hong Kong) Limited 
BMW Concessionaries (HK) Limited
Bridgestone Aircraft Tire Company (Asia) 
Limited
The Body Shop
Brother International (HK) Limited
Chun Wo Development Holdings Limited
Cinda International Holdings Limited
Como Como
Credit Suisse AG
Cree Hong Kong Limited
CSL Limited
DP World
Ecolab Limited
Esquel Enterprises Limited
First Shanghai Investments Limited
First Shanghai Securities Limited
Freeplay Energy Limited
Fulbright Financial Group
General
Global Sources
Hallmark Cards (HK) Limited
Hong Kong Aero Engine Services Limited
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition 
Centre (Management) Limited
The Hong Kong and China Gas Company 
Limited
Hong Kong Disneyland Resort
Hysan Development Company Limited
Inchcape Hong Kong
Japan Home Centre (HK) Limited
Johnson Matthey Pacific Limited

KOSE (Hong Kong) Company Limited
Leigh & Orange Limited
Light Engine Limited
Linkz Industries Limited
Lloyd George Management (Hong Kong) 
Limited
Long Data Technology Limited
Lorence & Company O/B Total Chance 
Ltd
Manulife (International) Limited
Max Base Industrial Limited
McDonald’s Restaurants (Hong Kong) 
Limited
Neonlite Electronic & Lighting (H.K.)  
Limited
Meinhardt Consulting Engineers
Meiriki Japan Company Limited
Modern Terminals Limited
MTR Corporation
M.Y.Cheng & Co. (Engineering) Limited
Nam Wah Precision Product Limited
New World Development Company 
Limited
Nuance-Watson (HK) Limited
Oliver’s Super Sandwiches
Olympus Capital Asia
Orient Overseas Container Line Limited
Ricoh Hong Kong Limited
Rothschild (Hong Kong) Limited
Sa Sa International Holdings Limited
SEIKO
Simmons Bedding and Furniture (HK) 
Limited
Tsit Wing International Holdings Limited
Wing Hang Bank

 





A member of the Search Investment Group.

Search Investment Group 
is proud to support 

WWF’s commitment to 
nature conservation

Search Investment GroupGo Green !



WWF-Hong Kong has 
managed Mai Po Nature 
Reserve to maintain the 
wetland habitats since 1983.
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WWF-Hong Kong, 1 Tramway Path, Central, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2526 1011, Fax: (852) 2845 2734, Email:wwf@wwf.org.hk
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About migratory waterbirds
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.

Why we are here

wwf.org.hk

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

WWF.ORG.HK
•  AbOut LiFe  SummeR 201351%

40,000
Many waterbird species using the 
East Asian-Australasian Flyway 
are facing losses of between 5% 
and 9% per year.

5% - 9%

1983
of the wetlands in 
mainland China have 
been lost since 1980.

Nearly 40,000 waterbirds 
were recorded at Mai Po 
in January this year.
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