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Drinking the World Dry
The world’s water resources are experiencing unprecedented 
pressure and threats from all sides. To avoid a worldwide water 
crisis, humanity needs to wisely manage this precious resource. 
WWF looks at the future of water management around the world.

A sustainable future requires action by all
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Our busy modern world often leaves us 
with little time to stop and contemplate 
our surroundings. For me, making time 
to think about the meaning and value 
of my environment is an important 
exercise. When you reflect on it for long 
enough, you realize that our environment 
is actually a human life support system –
one we literally cannot live without.

Take water, for example. Fresh water is a 
crucial component of almost all ecosystems 
on Earth, sustaining practically all life on 
our planet. It makes up roughly 60 percent 
of our bodies and is also an indispensible 
part of human life.

But despite its value to our environment, 
and us, this precious resource is under 
serious threat. Only three percent of 
the water on Earth is fresh water, and 
only about one percent of that is readily 
available for human use. Such a rare 
and valuable commodity deserves to 
be managed wisely and carefully, yet in 
many parts of the world, water supplies 
are at or near crisis levels.

Some of the water-related issues WWF 
is helping to address are: pollution of 
water sources, excessive use of water 
for agricultural or industrial purposes, 

shocking declines in groundwater and 
aquifer levels, inadequate access to 
water for sanitation, drinking water 
safety and looming conflicts over this 
increasingly scarce resource. We are 
working with governments, businesses 
and industries around the world to 
improve the way water is managed, and 
to reduce humanity’s “water footprint”.

2013 is the International Year of Water 
Cooperation. The cover story of this 
issue of About Life is devoted to this 
essential element: its great value, 
its scarcity and what can be done to 
improve the situation. 

In this issue, we also cover Hong Kong’s 
post-trawling ban marine environment 
as well as discuss the many benefits 
companies gain from participating in our 
carbon reduction programmes for offices. 
In addition, our veteran Education 
Manager shares the knowledge he has 
amassed over more than a decade of 
service. 

After reading this magazine, I hope you 
will take a moment to stop and think 
about your surroundings too. Please 
enjoy.
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Global
Conservation news

rhino PoaChinG toll 
reaChes new hiGh
A record 668 rhinos were killed across 
South Africa in 2012 — nearly a 50 percent 
increase from 2011. Rhino horns are 
believed to have medicinal properties and 
are seen as status symbols in some Asian 
countries, notably Vietnam. In December 
2012, Vietnam and South Africa signed an 
agreement paving the way for joint efforts 
to crack down on the criminal syndicates 
behind rhino horn smuggling.

worst Year of  
ivorY smuGGlinG
A report by the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
confirms 2011 as the worst year of 
illegal trade in ivory, with 17 large-scale 
seizures totalling an estimated 26.4 
tonnes of ivory. Criminals are lining 
their pockets while Africa’s elephant 
populations decline. The critical 
situation demonstrates the urgent need 
to implement and monitor the African 
Elephant Action Plan, created by all 
African elephant range states under the 
auspices of CITES.
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Doha Climate 
talks burY 
international aCtion 
Six of the world’s most respected 
environmental and development 
organizations issued an emergency 
call to governments to ensure that the 
“Doha Deal” would reduce emissions 
and provide public climate finance. 
Unfortunately, talks closed with all 
governments failing this key acid test. 
Politicians from developed nations 
were condemned for blocking progress 
on emissions reductions and creating 
even greater future obstacles to climate 
change prevention.



new sPeCies in the 
Greater mekonG
Among the 126 species newly identified by scientists 
in the Greater Mekong region in 2011 are: a bat named 
after its devilish appearance, a subterranean blind fish, 
a “walking” catfish species, a ruby-eyed pit viper, and 
a frog that sings like a bird. The discoveries affirm the 
Mekong’s astonishing biodiversity, but many new species 
are struggling to survive in shrinking habitats.

Cites meetinG  
brinGs hoPe for 
elePhants anD sharks
Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, in 
the sixteenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES), pledged to end the ivory 
trade in Thailand – the world’s largest 
unregulated ivory market. This will help 
stemming a global poaching crisis and saving 
the lives of African elephants. Besides, the 
Oceanic whitetip shark, Hammerhead sharks 
(including the Scalloped Hammerhead, Great 
hammerhead and Smooth Hammerhead) and 
the Porbeagle shark were added to CITES 
Appendix II – the species and its products can 
be commercially traded internationally within 
strict regulations to ensure the  
species’ sustainability.

DroP in finless 
PorPoises  
A 44-day survey expedition along 
China’s Yangtze River in late 2012 
noted a significant decline in finless 
porpoises since the last survey in 
2006. A sharp increase in shipping 
traffic presents a grave potential 
threat to the porpoises, which rely 
on their sonar system to survive. 
The team saw 380 finless porpoises; 
acoustic equipment detected another 
172 during the survey. The team also 
encountered 9,643 cargo ships and 
736 fishing vessels. 
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fetChes reCorD 
The traditional first auction of the 
year at Tokyo’s Tsukiji fish market 
usually commands high prices, 
but the extreme US$1.7 million 
sale price of a 222kg Bluefin 
tuna signals that the species has 
become rare, and is on the verge 
of a population crash. WWF urges 
all businesses and consumers 
to help save this tuna from 
extinction: stop buying, offering 
and consuming Bluefin.
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A WAtershed 
YeAr Water is integral to human 

existence. Is it being 
properly managed as a 
precious resource, or are 
we taking it for granted?

Footprint
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WAter, WAter everYWhere…
In Janurary, the Hong Kong Water 
Supplies Department (WSD) released 
the findings of the Domestic Water 
Consumption Survey. The report shows 
that Hong Kong’s household average 
daily domestic fresh water consumption 
per capita was 124.7 litres. On average, 
43.3 percent of that was used for showers. 
According to a report the International 
Water Association released in 2010, the 
average daily per capita domestic water 
consumption in Hong Kong was about 
220 litres (comprising 130 litres of fresh 
water and 90 litres of toilet flushing 
water), which is higher than the world 
average of 170 litres. Water scarcity is an 
incomprehensible concept to some Hong 
Kong people because it is available to us  
in abundance.

Only three percent of the water on Earth 
is fresh water, which should be more than 
enough to support the Earth’s seven billion 
people. But since water is not evenly 
distributed, this, together with other 
environmental problems, has created a 
looming global water scarcity crisis.  
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…but not A drop to drink
According to United Nations statistics, 
approximately 1.2 billion people do not 
have enough clean water to meet their 
drinking or sanitation needs. Another 500 
million more are approaching this crisis. A 
further 1.6 billion live in countries or cities 
that lack the ability to effectively distribute 
the available water. More than 40 percent 
of the world’s population does not have 
sufficient or reliable access to clean water; 
this number is certain to rise.

Water scarcity is a multi-faceted problem. 
It can mean a lack of access to drinking 
water, but it may also mean a lack of access 
to clean water due to pollution of water 
sources, inadequate water for sanitation 
or waste disposal, and the diversion or 
overuse of water supplies by countries or 
cities upstream. 

The impacts of humanity’s overuse and 
misuse of the world’s water resources 
are well documented. One particularly 
striking example is the Aral Sea. In what 

is frequently called one of Earth’s worst 
environmental disasters, this Central 
Asian inland body of water — formerly 
one of the four largest lakes in the world 
— has shrunk by 90 percent. Beginning 
in the 1960s, the Soviet government 
decided to prioritize agricultural projects 
— primarily the growing of cotton — in 
the dry interior of the USSR. Large canals 
were dug, diverting the Aral Sea’s two 
main tributaries, effectively cutting off the 
lake’s water supply. 

The lake was once over 68,000 square 
kilometres — larger than Sri Lanka. By 
2004, it had shrunk to just over 17,000 
square kilometres, an area smaller than 
Japan’s Shikoku Island. The city of Aralsk, 
Kazakhstan, used to be a port with a thriving 
fishery, but it is now over 60 kilometres from 
shore. Today, the Aral Sea is still shrinking 
and has split into four small highly saline 
lakes.  The ecosystems in the surrounding 
area have been destroyed, wiping out 
fishing industry and clouds of toxic dust 
still plague the remaining residents. 

China is also facing severe water problems. 

oF the World’s 
populAtion does 
not hAve suFFicient 
or reliAble Access 
to cleAn WAter

WAter 
scArcitY

inAdequAte WAter 
For WAste disposAl

lAck oF Access to 
drinking WAter

inAdequAte WAter 
For sAnitAtion

pollution oF  
WAter sources

overuse oF WAter 
supplies bY upstreAm

40%  

Yangtze River faces serious 
pollution as a result of rapid 
industrial development.
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The populations in about 630 Chinese 
cities are threatened by water pollution, 
300 million people in rural areas have 
drinking water problems, and 44.3 percent 
of drinking water in rural areas does not 
reach basic sanitation and safety standards.

The 6,300 kilometre long Yangtze River 
is the largest river in China and the third 
largest in the world.  Covering less than 
one-fifth of the nation’s area, the Yangtze 
river basin feeds one-third of the Chinese 
population. 

This basin faces unprecedented pollution 
as a result of rapid, large-scale industrial 
and domestic development, and 
agricultural runoff, that rivals the impact 
of the Three Gorges Dam. Over the last 
50 years, there has been a 73 percent 
increase in pollution levels in the main 
stem of the Yangtze River. The annual 
discharge of sewage and industrial waste 
in the river has reached about 25 billion 
tons, which is 42 percent of the country’s 
total sewage discharge.

Many Yangtze river basin lakes are 

shrinking dramatically and could dry 
up completely if measures aren’t taken. 
From 1950-2010, the central and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze lost approximately 
two thirds of its lakes due to increased 
land reclamation for agriculture and 
industrial development. This has resulted 
in a water storage capacity loss roughly 
equivalent to 20 million Olympic-sized 
swimming pools. 

Water quality monitoring data from 
2007-2010 in the central and lower 
reaches shows that 77 percent of the 
77 lakes with an area of 10 square 
kilometres or more could not provide 
safe drinking water.

These two examples illustrate that water 
scarcity is a mostly human-driven problem. 
Its main cause is population growth, which 
increases the need for drinking water and 
for sanitation water. Furthermore, the 
demand for water-intensive food products 
pollutes existing water sources, reducing 
availability even further.

These issues require solutions at the local, 
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Satellite images show the dramatic 
change in the area of Aral Sea.

Water scarcity may mean a lack of 
clean water due to pollution.

• Only run your washing 
machine with full loads

• Wash fruits and 
vegetables in a pan 
instead of under  
running water

• Take showers instead  
of baths

• Ensure your toilet is a 
low-flow model, or use a 
displacement device in 
the tank to reduce the 
amount of water used for 
each flush

• Listen for running toilets 
and dripping taps — fix 
leaks promptly!

everY drop 
counts—

sAve WAter 
todAY! 
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national and international levels. It is fast 
becoming a top priority for governments 
to reverse the damage that has been done, 
and to ensure the equitable distribution of 
the world’s water needs.

solutions through 
cooperAtion
In December 2010, the United Nations 
General Assembly declared 2013 the 
International Year of Water Cooperation. 
The aim is to raise awareness of the potential 
for increased cooperation and of the myriad 

challenges ahead in water management.

Despite a serious prognosis, solutions 
are possible. By developing practical 
strategies in water regulation, watershed 
management and water pricing, local 
and national governments can improve 
water supplies for their citizens while 
simultaneously managing demand from 
competing interests. NGOs such as WWF 
and the Water Footprint Network are 
working at every level to bring humanity’s 
water footprint back to sustainable levels. 

Cooperation at the international level is 
the most critical priority. More than 200 

A water footprint, based on a premise similar to that of a carbon footprint, measures the 
amount of water used by a product, an individual, a business or a country. 

Many countries have externalized their water footprints, importing water-consuming 
goods from other countries, which places those countries’ water supplies under further 
threat. The water footprint is a useful indicator of the current situation and can be used 
as a benchmark for improvement.

How much water is used in producing these goods?

10 to 20,000 litres 
depending on the production region, 
feed composition, and origin of the 
feed ingredients

8,000 litres 140 litres

200 litres

160 litres

2,900 litres

our WAter 
Footprint 

1kg of beef One pint of beer

One pair of 
leather shoes

One cup of 
black coffee 

without sugar

The sugar in 
one can of colaOne cotton shirt
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WWF is working around the world to protect freshwater 
ecosystems and reduce humanity’s water footprint, 
ensuring that there is adequate water for humanity and 
the environment.

Through our Global Freshwater Programme, we have 
aligned with organizations in the public and private 
sectors to promote the wise use and efficient management 
of water through:

• Promoting the water footprint concept to measure 
water use and the impacts of this use 

• Reducing harmful water footprint impacts

• Defining public and private sector actions that support 
better water management in specific river basins

Our partnership with Coca-Cola has improved water 
efficiency in the company’s manufacturing operations 
and has advanced sustainable agriculture in their supply 
chain. As well, we are guiding Marks and Spencer to better 
understand and manage its global water footprint and to 
use sustainable cotton.

WhAt is  
WWF doing? 

of the world’s major river systems cross 
international borders, and several of the 
world’s largest lakes are shared between 
nations. 

Such cooperation has historical precedent. 
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam 
have been cooperating on water sharing 
since 1957 through the Mekong River 
Commission, and continued to cooperate 
through the Vietnam War. In 1999, Egypt, 
Ethiopia and Sudan agreed on a strategy 
for the sustainable, equitable exploitation 
of the Nile “for the common benefit of all 
the river basin states.”

Balancing the needs of growing 
populations without depleting or 
polluting freshwater resources must be 
acknowledged as the biggest challenge 
humankind has ever faced. Two thousand 
and thirteen needs to be the year in 
which humanity’s attitude towards water 
undergoes a radical change. 
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Out Of Sight
Hong Kong has banned trawling, 
but have local fishermen simply 
moved operations to China?
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After WWF-Hong Kong campaigned 
for years to stop trawling, the Hong 
Kong government responded with a 
historic ban, which came into effect on 
31 December 2012. We applaud this bold 
step towards local marine conservation, 
but the ban isn’t a fairy tale happy ending. 
There are still important issues that must 
be addressed.

We are in danger of exporting damaging 
trawling practices to China. Media reports 

COnServatiOn
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indicate that some Hong Kong fishing 
boat operators have begun trawling in the 
mainland’s overfished waters. According 
to Samantha Lee, WWF-Hong Kong’s 
Senior Conservation Officer, Marine, 
“Fishery resources in Chinese waters are 
already depleted. Mainland fishermen are 
struggling to earn a living, and they are 
very worried that the increased amount 
of Hong Kong fishermen will lead to keen 
competition, making their lives even 
tougher.”

The Chinese government currently 
prohibits trawling in certain areas at 
certain times of the year. In the South 
China Sea, bottom trawling all year round 
in waters of less than 40 metres in depth 
is prohibited, while an annual fishing 
moratorium from mid-May to August 
bans all forms of trawling. In comparison, 

Hong Kong’s total trawling ban goes 
further. Even though we have addressed 
an environmental problem in our waters, 
it seems we have exported the issue to 
our neighbours. The ban directly affects 
the lives and professions of thousands of 
people. What can be done to address all 
the issues?

Consultation meetings conducted in 
the years prior to the ban indicated a 
broad support base for marine eco-
tourism as a new livelihood for former 
fishers. The major difficulty faced by 
fishers in switching to other marine-
related livelihoods was identified as “a 
lack of regulatory support from various 
government departments, in particular 
the Marine Department.”

Tawling is one of the 
most destructive fishing 
methods, resulting in 
enormous bycatch and 
damage to the seabed.

Left: Developing marine eco-tourism will 
provide viable alternative livelihoods for the 
fishermen.
Below: Trawling ban in Hong Kong came 
into effect last year.

Media repOrtS 
indiCate that 

SOMe hOng KOng 
fiShing bOat 

OperatOrS have 
begun trawling 

in the Mainland’S 
OverfiShed waterS.
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Despite the introduction of new 
initiatives, there has been little change or 
improvement to the situation. The eco-
tourism alternative seems to have dropped 
further down the agenda. Recently, Ms Lee 
interviewed several marine-related private 
business owners and reports: “They were 
frustrated that the government has not 
paid much attention to developing marine 
eco-tourism. The hardware is all there. 
It is low-hanging fruit — an easy win for 
government, fishermen and the sea.”

There is no doubt that the Hong Kong 
government is committed to creating 
sustainable fisheries. The trawling ban and 
the $500 million Sustainable Fisheries 
Development Fund, announced in the 
2013 Policy Address, is evidence of this 
fact. Where the government is lagging 
behind is in the areas of policy-making and 
regulatory support. In the absence of this, 
there is little impetus for fishers to change 
jobs.

Ms Lee says, “The government should 
immediately develop a forward-looking, 
holistic policy on marine eco-tourism. 
WWF believes that developing sustainable 
marine eco-tourism will unlock the 
potential of the sea and provide viable 
alternative livelihoods for the fishermen.”

The Sustainable Fisheries Development 
Fund, set up “to help fishermen adopt 
a sustainable and high value-added 
operation mode” may help bring this 
solution to fruition. 

With no trawling in the Hong Kong marine 
environment, and without the need for local 
fishers to relocate to Chinese waters, the 
benefits to the region would be immense. 
The marine ecosystem could begin to 
recover from decades of overfishing, while 
former fishers could enjoy new livelihoods. 
Fish stocks and marine biodiversity could 
once again increase. This would be a true 
win-win situation. 

Trawling is a type of fishing that involves pulling a 

net behind one or several boats, making it one of 
the most destructive methods ever devised. Its in-
discriminate nature results in enormous bycatch. 

According to conservation organization Oceana, it 
wastes more than seven billion kilograms of fish 

each year and results in the deaths of enormous 
numbers of marine mammals, sea turtles, sharks 
and sea birds. Bottom trawling — where a net 
and fishing gear is dragged across highly sensitive 

seabed environments — causes irreparable dam-
age, effectively “clear-cutting” the ocean floor.

the hazardS  
Of trawling
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Reducing 
Waste, 
incReasing 
PRofits
Two LOOP participants share tips on how to 
cut down on company carbon emissions.

WWF-Hong Kong is committed to working 
with the corporate sector to alleviate 
climate change. We believe that making 
companies and organizations part of the 
solution creates a win-win situation for the 
environment and businesses.

Through a series of actions and initiatives, 
WWF has brought greater awareness 
about their carbon footprint to companies 
across Hong Kong. For the past three 
years, our signature Low-carbon Office 
Operation Programme (LOOP) has been 
engaging office-based companies to reduce 

the carbon footprint of their business 
operations.

The programme consists of four steps: 
Commit, Calculate, Cut and Communicate. 
Companies measure and analyze their 
office’s carbon “performance” in the 
areas of electricity use, paper use, water 
consumption and business travel. Then 
they formulate an emissions reduction 
strategy, put the strategy into action and 
report on their improved performance. 

LOOP has achieved many milestones 

1

2

conseRvation
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since its inception. There are now 112 
offices committed to the programme, 
including international corporations, 
local enterprises of various sizes. In 2012, 
LOOP presented labels to 43 offices that 
made significant changes for the better. 
On average, these companies reduced 
their carbon intensity by 5.19 percent 
(measured in carbon emissions per 
employee). What did these businesses do 
to reduce their emissions and what were 
the benefits?

Hip Shing Hong (HSH), a recipient of 
the 2012 LOOP Platinum label, is a Hong 
Kong property group. HSH involved 
their staff in an inter-floor energy-saving 
competition. The floor which saw the 
greatest year-on-year reduction in their 
energy consumption would win a cash 
prize. Through simple actions such as 
switching off lights and computers when 
leaving the office, or replacing existing 
lighting with energy-efficient lights, a 
total sum of $26,260 was saved within 
six months. A portion of the money was 
rewarded to the winning team.

The benefits to both the company and its 
staff were clear. HSH lowered its overall 
electricity bill significantly. Staff had 
fun while learning more about planning 
green objectives and putting low-carbon 
actions into practice. 

Kai Shing Management Services Limited’s 
ICC Management Office received a Gold 
LOOP Label in 2012. The company set 
their office temperature at 26 degrees 
Celsius in selected common areas, and 
encouraged tenant offices to follow suit, 
thereby actively engaging with their 
tenants and business partners.

Kai Shing Management Services is also 
pioneering the concept of the “green 
lease”, which includes key environmental 
issues such as indoor air quality, energy 
and water use, and recycling into the terms 
of a lease and sets mutual obligations 
for both landlord and tenant. In a truly 
groundbreaking move, Kai Shing has set 
lease-term incentives for tenants that 
adopt environmentally friendly practices.

Each company prospers from LOOP in 
different ways, according to their varied 
working practices and industries. It 
is clear from the programme’s growth 
and popularity that it is successful, 
and that businesses and Hong Kong’s 
environment has much to gain through 
this engagement. We are looking forward 
to welcoming additional companies into 
LOOP in 2013. As well, we will make 
greater strides in the battle against 
climate change. 

1. HSH set up a recycling bag to collect used 
paper in the office.

2. Light zoning plan in HSH indicates its staff to 
switch off the lights when leaving office.

3. Kai Shing’s staff place a thermometer on desk 
to monitor the actual indoor temperature, 
thus to adjust the temperature accordingly. 

4. Waste separation bin in Kai Shing’s office.
5. Kai Shing reuses paper envelope for internal 

document transfer.

5.19%  
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43 offices  
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He’s a 
Natural 

Over the past 10 years, how has the 
public’s attitude towards conservation 
changed? 

In general, people are becoming more 
aware of and knowledgeable about 
environmental issues. At the same time, 
they’re more vocal on conflicts between 
development and conservation. However, 
it’s still a challenge for us to transform this 
knowledge and awareness into real lifestyle 
changes, as Hong Kong is a strongly 
consumeristic and materialistic place.

Mr Yamme Leung, WWF-Hong Kong’s Education Manager, has been exposing 
young minds to environmental issues for over 11 years. He draws on his extensive 
background in environmental issues to guide WWF’s education strategy into the 
future. Every year, he shares his knowledge on all things green with hundreds of 
children and teachers at Tai Po Island House, Mai Po Nature Reserve and Hoi Ha 
Marine Life Centre. Now he has a new mission: to educate his young son.

How do you get the public interested 
in nature conservation?

I make the connection between humans 
and nature — learning in the environment 
is my primary strategy to get people 
interested in nature. A second strategy 
is connecting educators and people. But 
my favourite one is what I do every day: 
promoting fun, engagement and real life 
experience by creating an enjoyable and 
authentic learning atmosphere in our 
outdoor classrooms. 

While raising public awareness of important 
conservation issues, WWF-Hong Kong’s 
Education Manager makes a natural connection.
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What has WWF’s education team 
done to meet the change?

These days, activities are more fun, 
interactive and problem-based, involving 
different subjects and role-playing, 
like Art in Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) and Drama in ESD. 
Our target audience is also much more 
diverse, including “multipliers” such as 
teachers, uniform group leaders, students 
and student leaders.

You’re doing increasingly more 
work in mainland China these days. 
What are the main differences 
between working in Hong Kong and 
the mainland?

There are still many obstacles preventing 
students from learning about the 
environment in mainland China, factors 
such as safety concerns and the nature of 
the curricula. Ironically, many children 
are actually living close to nature —
some even live inside nature reserves! 
They are living with nature, but they 
have never been educated about the value 
of nature and the relationship between 
humans and the natural world.

Over the years, what has been your 
favourite programme?

All programmes are my favourite: they 
each have such different natures and 
different outcomes. In terms of sheer 
impact, our South China Wetland 
Programme was the biggest in scope. 

My Happiest 
MoMeNts are wHeN 

i see teeNagers 
wHo Have beeN 
educated by us 

actually becoMiNg 
My co-workers 

iN coNservatioN or 
educatioN.

“What I am doing is 
bringing him [my son] 
out in nature and letting 
him have close encounters 
with different things.”
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There were many firsts for me, including 
working with stakeholders from a 
different culture, delivering education 
activities to a different audience, and best 
of all — starting with literally nothing, 
and ending with working hardware and 
software in place: a huge achievement!

What has been your happiest 
moment at WWF?

Working in education, I always have a lot 
of fun. My happiest moments are when 
I see teenagers who have been educated 
by us actually becoming my co-workers 
in conservation or education. This means 
we’ve really succeeded in multiplying our 
impact on the next generation.

You’ve just become a father. What is 
the first thing you will teach your son 
about the environment?

I won’t teach him anything about the 
environment just now. What I am doing is 
bringing him out in nature and letting him 
have close encounters — seeing, observing 
and touching different things: plants, 
butterflies, birds and even small insects. 
I’m getting him interested in nature to 
build up the connection between him and 
the environment.

What environmental issues do you 
think your son will face when he is 
your age?

I’m an optimistic person. I believe that the 
efforts we spend on education, awareness 
raising and technological advancements 
will result in an improved environment in 
30 years time. I believe that he won’t need 
to use an air purifier, take vitamin pills 
to stay healthy, or drink bottled distilled 
water. Finally, I think it will be easy for 
him to have close encounters with wildlife 
and nature, because many valuable 
habitats for species will be protected. 



Cohesive Force
Linking Up the Values for a Sustainable Future

We are one of Asia’s top five garment 
manufacturers and a trusted business partner to 

our customers, employees and collaborators.
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A member of the Jebsen Group    •    CONSUMER   |   INDUSTRIAL   |   BEVERAGE   |   LUXURY    •    Mainland China   |   Hong Kong   |   Macau   |   Taiwan

YOUR PARTNER FOR 

For more than 100 years, Jebsen has been serving as a bridge 
between the world and Greater China, between principals and 
customers, between vision and reality. From highly sought after 
consumer brands to sophisticated industrial solutions, Jebsen 
brings customers a wealth of choice, unlocking the marketplace 
via a long established distribution network. It’s quality at every 
turn. Not that the people at Jebsen would have it any other way. 

A partnership of trust and commitment. 
A recipe for success in Greater China.

BRAND BUILDING 
IN GREATER CHINA

Jebsen is now on Facebook           and Sina Weibo

Jebsen & Co. Ltd  捷成洋行有限公司
28/F, Lee Gardens Two, 28 Yun Ping Road, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong   香港銅鑼灣, 恩平道28號利園2期28楼
Tel 電話: (852) 2923 8777   Fax 傳真: (852) 2882 1399    Email 電郵: jebseninfo@jebsen.com    Website 網址: www.jebsen.com

大中華區 品牌建立 夥伴首選

歷經百餘年的商海磨礪，捷成作為世界各地與
大中華區，供應商與顧客之間的橋梁，將無數
理想變成現實。從備受歡迎的消費品牌到先進
的工業品方案，捷成通過長期建立的分銷網絡
開拓市場，為顧客帶來極為豐富的選擇。其品
質管理體現在每一個細節當中，捷成人一直為
之努力。

一個值得信賴與承諾的夥伴。
一張大中華區成功的通行證。
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Water comprises 70% of the Earth’s 
surface. Only three percent is fresh water, 
which is not evenly distributed across 
the globe. As a result, water scarcity is a 
major international problem.

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF ® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark
WWF-Hong Kong, 1 Tramway Path, Central, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2526 1011, Fax: (852) 2845 2734, Email:wwf@wwf.org.hk
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Global water 
scarcity crisis
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.

Why we are here

wwf.org.hk

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

WWF.ORG.HK
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2013

2,900
According to United Nations statistics, 
approximately 1.2 billion people do not have 
enough clean water to meet their drinking or 
sanitation needs. This shortage is closely related 
to humanity’s overuse and misuse of the world’s 
water resources.

1,200,000,000

3%

The United Nations General 
Assembly declared 2013 the 
International Year of Water 
Cooperation. The aim is to 
raise awareness of the water 
management challenges, 
and to foster worldwide 
cooperation.

Rising human populations and income 
levels are leading to increased demand 
for water-intensive products such as 
cotton. To produce a cotton shirt, 2,900 
litres of water are used indirectly. The 
water footprint is a useful indicator of 
the current situation.
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