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Hong Kong’s incredible biodiversity is protected by places like the Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site, 
but this is being threatened by illegal development. We should change our mindset to  
"conservation first and develop later".

Urban Green



Peter Cornthwaite joined the WWF - Hong Kong team in mid-June and About Life met up with Peter to gather the views of our 

new Chief Executive Officer on WWF mission as well as the challenges and opportunities ahead;

‘I am proud to be able to lead the team at WWF - Hong Kong and was attracted to this role by the fact that WWF is the leading 

conservation organization that understands their community of supporters, volunteers and other stakeholders and can make a 

real difference showing how Hong Kong can become a more sustainable city.  There has never been a more important time than 

now, for all of us to play our part in protecting our planets biodiversity and ensuring there is a future where both people and 

nature can thrive. WWF-Hong Kong has a first rate team that are doing amazing things. Since arriving in Hong Kong in 1980, I 

have always admired how WWF has worked tirelessly to protect and then manage the Mai Po Nature Reserve and provide outdoor 

education experience of nature to Hong Kong’s schools and youth. 

Many of us may feel that as city dwellers there are inherent difficulties in living sustainably or transitioning to more renewable 

energy. The pace of life in a city, lack of regulations or lack of experience are often excuses that result in a feeling that the 

way things are is all we can expect. This leaves us coming up short on where we could be in terms of low carbon living, either 

personally or as a community.  Whatever your view today I would ask you to take the time to explore how the landscape has 

changed from just a few years ago on sustainability and look at where we could all be by 2030 and beyond.  ‘The Urban Green’ 

is a documentary film (http://wwf.hk/the_urban_green) that I can recommend that provides insight and showcases how cities 

around the world are now getting serious about climate change and sustainability,  moving ahead with concrete and practical 

solutions for buildings and city infrastructure, including transport and their energy mix.

We all love our home city and the convenience it brings 

and now is the time to realize that the battle against 

Climate Change will really need to be won in cities 

around the world and that includes what we must do 

in Hong Kong. There are Green jobs and economic 

benefits from putting sustainability at the core of all 

planning, business investment and personal choice in 

our consuming products. Hong Kong cannot wait any 

longer and we need to ensure we will not lose out to or 

be behind other cities. WWF-Hong Kong now proposes 

a practical action plan “Transform Hong Kong into 

Asia’s most sustainable City – 2016” which is available 

on our website (http://goo.gl/7tuIQs).

In this issue and subsequent About Life issues the WWF team will share with you details 

and information behind the action plan. There is a great deal to be done and it really is time 

for Hong Kong to change our mindset to one of ‘conserve first and then develop’ taking 

advantage of the already available and well proven technologies to save energy and natural 

resources, adopt renewable energy for households and business and do all we can to protect 

species and the priority places. Designating 10% of our local Hong Kong Waters as Marine 

Protected Areas (MPAs) and protecting our country parks and local biodiversity are key 

investments we need to preserve biodiversity into the future. 

In this issue the team highlights local biodiversity and WWF-Hong Kong’s efforts to protect the 

Inner Deep Bay Ramsar site and the work of these watchdogs against threats of development 

destroying our ecological heritage. We can also first take a look back to our reported Footprint 

data 2014 and then in November I look forward to update you on this, although I fear bad 

news and a worsening situation further highlighting our city’s over consumption. Also in the 

next issue of About Life we will look at some of the best practice from cities that already have 

a viable action plan such as Vancouver B.C. (http://goo.gl/QspRtN) or those examples that in 

the right regulatory environment have already made advances towards renewable energy as a 

real and essential part of their energy mix compared to Hong Kong.

By working together with the community and all stakeholders we can ensure a future where 

people and nature thrive. 

Peter Cornthwaite 

Chief Executive Officer 

WWF-Hong Kong
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GLOBAL 
CONSERVATION NEWS

Poorly-managed supply chains can create serious environmental and social impacts and bring big risks 
to businesses in Asia. According to a new guide released by WWF, these risks can be avoided through 
improved business practices. Called Asian Fast Moving Consumer Goods – A Sustainability Guide for 
Financiers and Companies, the document is the first-ever review of public data on consumer goods like 
food and beverage and household and personal care products, as well as water and packaging from 26 
companies in nine Asian countries. It identifies key risks, sets out the business benefits of sustainable 
practices and provides practical recommendations for improvement.

As part of its Market Transformation Initiative, WWF is working with major commodity buyers, supply 
chains and financial stakeholders to show that commodities can be produced at affordable cost with 
measurably reduced environmental and social impacts. Through the guide, WWF is challenging Asian 
fast moving consumer goods companies to implement sustainable sourcing policies based on credible, 
international certification schemes with time-bound targets and regular progress reports.

The conservation world recently lost one of its longest-serving 
and most influential champions. And we are all saddened by the 
news of Luc Hoffmann's death. Luc Hoffmann was a conservation 
titan – born and raised in Switzerland, Mr Hoffman’s interest in 
the natural world began at a young age and continued throughout 
his life. His list of achievements shows how closely he was tied 
to the history of 20th century conservation – in 1961 he, along 
with Peter Scott and others, founded WWF; in 1963 he helped 
found Doñana National Park in Spain. In 1971, Mr Hoffmann’s 
conservation legacy was assured when he helped oversee the 
establishment of the groundbreaking Ramsar Convention, which, 
as Peter Cornthwaite, CEO of WWF-Hong Kong, points out is 
“behind all protection of wetland sites and bird life”. Since those 
inspiring early days, he continued to tirelessly work for nature, 
publishing over 60 books, setting up a research institute and a 
foundation, and working with people and organizations from all 
walks of life to ensure that humans live in harmony with nature. 
To the end, his motto remained that conservation work should be 
“with man, not against him”. Indeed, both the human and natural 
worlds will miss him greatly.

Good news from Nepal! 2 May marked two years since the country’s last 
rhino was poached, and its fourth year of zero rhino poaching since 2011. The 
lack of poaching has meant that Nepal’s population of greater one-horned 
rhinos has increased to 645, the highest number recorded in the country so 
far.

Nepal’s zero poaching success is rooted in a coordinated national response 
which is driven from the centre and implemented at the grassroots level. This 
approach includes enhanced protection efforts within national parks and 
surrounding buffer zones and involves the use of innovative conservation 
approaches. “This exceptional success is based on a combination of high-
level political will, and the active involvement of the park authorities, the 
Nepal Army, the Nepal Police, conservation partners and local communities,” 
said Krishna P. Acharya, spokesperson for the Ministry of Forests and Soil 
Conservation. “Nepal has demonstrated real conservation leadership and 
an effective anti-poaching path that other countries can follow” added Anil 
Manandhar, WWF-Nepal’s Country Representative.

In May, the first formal meeting after the Paris climate agreement 
of December 2015 took place in Bonn, Germany. At the meeting, 
governments were tasked with giving substance to important elements 
of the new global climate change deal in order to deliver on their 
promise to try to keep warming under 1.5°C.

WWF had high expectations of the meeting participants, requesting 
that countries make concrete progress on several urgent matters. 
These include ratifying the Paris Agreement as soon as possible; 
delivering specific emissions reduction initiatives to close the 
mitigation, adaptation and support gaps in the immediate future (i.e. 
before 2020); embedding equity and fairness in the rules under the 
Paris Agreement, particularly those guiding national contributions; 
and delivering more certainty on climate finance so that there will 
be sufficient resources for the just transition to a low or zero carbon 
economy as well as for building up resilience to the unavoidable 
impacts of climate change due to slow mitigation action.

The vaquita is the world’s smallest cetacean and its most 
endangered marine mammal species. As of December 2015, 
only around 60 vaquitas remained in the upper Gulf of 
California – the only place where the species exists; an almost 
40 per cent decline from the 97 remaining in 2014. The biggest 
threat to the vaquita is the use of fishing nets that inadvertently 
catch and drown them, most notably gillnets used to illegally 
catch the critically endangered totoaba fish; the swim bladder 
of which is a highly-prized delicacy in Asia.

WWF believes that Mexican authorities must immediately and 
indefinitely close all fisheries within the vaquita’s habitat – or 
we will lose the species forever. “We can still save the vaquita, 
but this is our last chance,” said Omar Vidal, CEO of WWF-
Mexico. “The Mexican government must ban all fishing within 
the vaquita’s habitat now and until the species shows signs of 
recovery. ”

Doñana National Park is a 543 km2 jewel in southeast Spain which 
is under severe threat from the illegal draining of the underground 
aquifer that feeds the park’s wetlands. In late April, the European 
Commission warned Spain that the country had just two months to 
improve the critical state of the underground water deposits which 
nourish the park, one of Europe’s most important wetlands and 
a UNESCO World Heritage site. A plan approved by the regional 
government of Andalusia to control nearby irrigation farming must 
now be urgently and strictly implemented. "We have been warning 
for many years about the poor water management in Doñana, a 
problem that is taking the ecosystems of this World Heritage site to 
the verge of collapse. The governments must solve once and for all 
the conflict over water in Doñana, for the sake of nature and society” 
said WWF-Spain CEO Juan Carlos del Olmo. 

NEW SUSTAINABILITY GUIDE ENCOURAGES 
SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION IN ASIA

FAREWELL  
A CONSERVATION LEGEND

RHINOS CATCH A MUCH-NEEDED 
BREAK IN NEPAL

WWF ASKS FOR CONCRETE PROGRESS 
AT BONN CLIMATE MEETING

LAST HOPES FOR TINY PORPOISE

STERN WATER WARNING FROM 
EU MAKES WAVES IN SPAIN
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Lax enforcement, small fines and quick profits 
are encouraging the destruction of Inner Deep 
Bay’s waterbird heaven and other ecologically 
valuable sites across Hong Kong. How can we 
stop this greed-driven frenzy from destroying 
our ecological future?

For years, WWF’s Environmental Watchdog team has 
played a vital role in Hong Kong. The team’s experts 
proactively study and analyse new development projects 
that are proposed in ecologically sensitive areas, and 
find paths forward which avoid or reduce the harm done 
to biodiversity in these areas. In recent years, with acts 
of environmental vandalism and degradation becoming 
more frequent across the New Territories, particularly 
in the Northwest part, the team’s job has become 
considerably more difficult. Unfortunately, irreparable 
damage has already been caused to a number of our 
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THE DOOR SHUT
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irreplaceable biodiversity hotspots, with many more 
under threat.

While the causes of this eco-vandalism are numerous, it 
is often motivated by the desire to develop “economically 
useless” land. The “destroy first, build later” tactic is 
often employed by unscrupulous developers to get rid 
of “inconvenient” plants and animals that may hinder 
their development plans. They hope that such habitat 
destruction would obtain easier approval from the Board 
as there would be nothing to protect and conserve on the 
application site.

A TEXTBOOK EXAMPLE: THE WETLANDS OF  
INNER DEEP BAY
Although the wetlands of Inner Deep Bay were designated as 
a Ramsar Site in 1995 and are – in theory – protected through 
planning controls such as Wetland Conservation Area (WCA) 
and Wetland Buffer Area (WBA), these wetlands are in 
reality completely unsafe from development. Greed and 
shoddy enforcement are powerful forces – forces which 
allow development to occur despite the fact that Inner 
Deep Bay is frequented annually by tens of thousands 
of migratory waterbirds; and despite the fact that these 
wetlands are an irreplaceable regional ecological asset. 

A recent WWF study entitled An Analysis of Unauthorized 
Development in Inner Deep Bay examines eco-vandalism 
cases in the area in detail. The study sought to understand 
the efficiency of law enforcement, the deterrent effect of 
penalties and how destroyed wetlands are reinstated when 
unauthorized development occurs in Inner Deep Bay.

The results are shocking in several ways – firstly in terms 
of the size and scale of the destruction. Between 1992 
and the spring of 2016, there were 435 documented cases 
of unauthorized development affecting an area of 153 
hectares – an area which is ten per cent of the size of the 
entire 1,540 hectare Inner Deep Bay Ramsar site. Seventy-
three of these cases were repeat offences, either occurring 
on the same site or in overlapping affected areas. Much of 
the destruction comes in the form of the illegal filling-in 
of fish ponds, affecting 85 hectares. Primarily occurring 
in perceived “developable” areas which are close to roads, 
many of these filled-in fish ponds have been turned into 
open storage facilities – immensely ugly areas that are 
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a visual blight on the landscape and destructive to these 
precious wetlands, but which also provide their operators 
with quick profits.

FINES ARE SO SMALL AS TO BE MEANINGLESS
The statistics are damning: it has taken up to eight years 
to resolve only four per cent of these fish pond-related 
offences. A mere 30 per cent of offenders have been 
required to restore damaged fish ponds to their original 
state, and fines were only given out in six per cent of 
these cases. The maximum fine for a first offence is HK$ 
500,000 on paper, yet the average fine given out was only 
HK$66,392. Compared to the financial rewards brought 
by unauthorized development, penalties of this size are a 
drop in the bucket and essentially meaningless. 

Worst of all, when cases are successfully prosecuted and 
offenders are required to restore the areas that have been 
damaged or destroyed, these restoration orders often 
go unenforced – completely undermining the legal and 
administrative process and giving those who are destroying 
the wetlands further impetus to continue their misdeeds.

One example of the seriousness of the situation can be 
found in a 22-hectare swathe of fish ponds located along 
Tun Yu Road near Lok Ma Chau. Ostensibly protected as 

a Wetland Conservation Area – where the development 
premise is “no net loss of wetlands” and where no new 
development is allowed “unless it is required to support 
the conservation of the area’s natural features and scenic 
qualities” – these fish ponds experienced 14 cases of 
unauthorized development between 1998 and 2015.

SETTING A TERRIBLE PRECEDENT 
Each of these cases occurred within the WCA, an area of 
enormous ecological importance: so important that 85 
Black-faced spoonbills – a critically endangered species 
– were recorded here in a 2016 survey, 23 per cent of the 
total recorded in Hong Kong. Keep in mind that there 
are only around 2,700 of these birds left in the world. 
The first case of unauthorized development in the WCA  
was recorded in 1998, when a fish pond was filled in 
and a parking lot built on top of it. After this case, the 
authorities made a prosecution, but did not require that 
the filled-in pond be reinstated back to its natural state. 
WWF experts believe that this was a missed opportunity 
to send a strong message; instead, it set a bad precedent 
which has subsequently emboldened developers to 
continue their wanton destruction, knowing they are safe 
from serious repercussions.

This pattern has since repeated itself on numerous 
occasions. A more recent case in the same area, which 
saw a one-hectare wetland filled in and a pond bund 
covered with asphalt, did result in the issuance of a 
reinstatement notice in October 2015, which requested 
that all fill material be removed from the pond and the 
area restored. However, as of April 2016, the notice had 
not been complied with and the site remained damaged.
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PROSECUTIONS TAKE FAR TOO LONG
Equally shocking is the length of time some cases take 
to be prosecuted. The lengthiest case occurred in Mai Po 
Lung in Yuen Long. In 1991, the government uncovered 
fish ponds being unlawfully filled in and the land used to 
house converted containers, tractors, trailers and other 
industrial components. Authorities then sat on the case 
for eight years before taking action. Some of the ponds 
remain concreted over to this day, 25 years after the 
incident was brought to light.

The longer law enforcement drags out, the greater the 
negative impact on the environment and the more costly  
it is to restore the habitat to its original state. Clearly, 
things need to change. But how? The first step to stopping 
the destruction and reversing the damage is to get the 
public engaged in the issue. We first need to educate 
people in Hong Kong about the extent of this problem, its 
connection and relevance to them and the many ways in 
which unauthorized development can negatively impact 
their future and the future of all of us.

At the same time, the government needs to become 
more involved and much more serious about stopping 
unauthorized development. This is an immediate fix 
which can come in the form of larger fines and more 
robust enforcement. By taking the issue seriously and 
hitting developers “where it hurts” – i.e. financially – the 
authorities will send a clear signal that these actions will 
no longer be tolerated and will result in prosecution.

6 About Life 2016

Po Toi

Ki Lun Shan, Sheung Shui

The Convention on Biological Diversity has been 
extended to Hong Kong. One of the convention’s global 
targets stipulates that by 2020, the rate of loss of all 
natural habitats should be brought close to zero and 
degradation and fragmentation significantly reduced. 
If this predicament persists, migratory birds and the 
globally-important Mai Po Inner Deep Bay wetlands will 
be placed in jeopardy, meaning that our obligations under 
the treaty cannot be met.

This cannot be allowed to happen. The government must 
take immediate and robust action – it is long past time to 
slam the door shut on unauthorized development. 

Read more about An Analysis 
of Unauthorized Development 
in Inner Deep Bay

Provide law enforcement authorities with greater 
resources which can be used to rigorously monitor 
land use in ecologically sensitive areas.

Establish a database of baseline ecological 
information in rural areas – this will allow any areas 
which are subsequently damaged to be accurately 
restored to their original state. 

Create a publicly-available database of unauthorized 
development cases – such a database will allow the 
public to monitor the progress of each case.

1 
 

2 
 
 

3

WWF’s Recommendations to the Government
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WWF’s Environmental Watchdog team often work out of 
sight of the public eye. Their work is challenging, complex, 
frequently often very detail-oriented and sometimes quite 
risky. Hong Kong’s rich biodiversity means that there are 
many hotspots and ecologically sensitive areas in need of 
protection, and protecting these areas is a long-term task 
that requires patience, commitment and a great deal of 
courage. This is a small team that makes a large impact. We 
spoke to two Conservation Officers from the Watchdog team 
who specialize in local biodiversity, Andrew and Tobi, about 
various aspects of their work.

A = Andrew

T = Tobi

When did you first join WWF?

A: I joined WWF in 2013.

T: I joined in 1998.

Why did you start working in this field?

A: I studied Geography at university. During my lessons and 
fieldwork activities, Hong Kong’s beautiful, scenic natural 
environment helped me develop a strong sense of belonging. 
If you recall, in 2010 there was a large fire at Nam Sang 
Wai "an ecological important wetland in the western New 
Territories". Though there was no evidence that the fire was 
started by a developer, this incident inspired me to think 
about how I can do more to protect nature from the threats 
of development and destruction. 

T: I first visited Mai Po Nature Reserve in 1995 and was 
immediately inspired by the environment and impressed 
by WWF’s management work. Over the next few years, my 
thoughts kept returning to the idea of what the Reserve 
would be like without this management. Three years later, I 
joined the Mai Po team.

Can you tell us a little about your work? 

A: My job is to scrutinize all development plans and projects 
that have a potential impact on terrestrial ecology. Our team 
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OUR LOYAL WATCHDOGS

then provides comments and recommendations through 
various channels – letters, meetings, press events and 
campaigns. Sometimes, we also conduct site visits to check 
on the existing conditions at development sites.

T: My job is essentially to protect our terrestrial environ-
ment by scrutinizing development proposals and stopping 
environmental and habitat destruction in rural areas, 
particularly in ecologically sensitive areas.

Have you experienced any difficult moments during 

your watchdog work?

A: Sometimes our work involves complicated, technical 
terms that the public may find difficult to understand. 
But public support is also critical to making an impact on 
development plans and projects that affect the ecology and 
the environment. One of our biggest challenges is how to 
deliver conservation messages concisely in a way which is 
easy for the public to understand. For example, when talking 
about environmental destruction in South Lantau, any 
discussion inevitably brings up complicated but important 
loopholes in the Town Planning Ordinance. Whenever we 
conduct media tours or guided public tours, we need to 
make our messages easy for the public to understand but 
at the same time make sure that our key points will not go 
unmentioned.

T: For me, I am always trying to strike a balance between 
the needs of the natural environment and socioeconomic 
development. Recently, I have found it hard to find this 
balance when trying to protect some green belt areas 
from development. Many of these green belts have been 
brownfield sites for many years. Should they be developed? 
Or left alone? It’s a hard question to answer.

Can you give us a good example of Hong Kong’s 

beautiful natural environment?

A: Kuk Po [in the northeast New Territories]. The area’s 
extensive reedbed is one of my favourite scenes in Hong 
Kong, especially during the fruiting period in autumn and 
winter, when the whole reedbed turns gold in the sunlight.

T: Lin Ma Hang. This is a Hakka village which was created 
using Hakka wisdom, providing a great example of the wise 
use of natural resources for human needs.

8 About Life 2016

What upsets you the most about Hong Kong’s environ-

ment right now? 

A: Everyone – even the government – is eyeing the country 
parks for development. But 40 per cent of Hong Kong land 
is country park – this is something we should be proud of 
and cherish! Why do we need to develop our country parks 
when there are alternative land supply areas like brownfield 
sites available?

How would you describe the problem of eco-vandalism 

in Hong Kong? What is causing the problem?

A: People are becoming more “intelligent” about exploiting 
the loopholes in legislation and destroying the environment 
in favour of getting future developments approved more 
easily. Loopholes in the existing legislation provide them 
with many chances to destroy our environment.

T: Those who destroy our environment these days are more 
knowledgeable about how to “play games” with government 
authorities – they are well aware of what and where the 
loopholes are. Large and fast economic returns are their 
incentive. 

Any advice for Hong Kong people?

A: Act now to save our natural environment – not just for 
yourselves, but also for the next generation!

T: Don’t let the next generations pay for what you have done.
Kuk Po

(from left to right) Andrew, Tobi, Dr Michael Lau, Assistant Director, Conservation
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starting from the next issue, to help reduce paper consumption and conserve the world's forests.
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RUNNING FOR CHANGE
WWF’s second Run for Change for low carbon living 
took place in late May this year. The event was held on 
the scenic Pak Shek Kok promenade near Tai Po. Over 
2,000 runners, including 86 corporate teams and 91 
public teams, turned out and enjoyed the scenery of Tolo 
Harbour and the cooling sea breeze as they competed 
in various categories – from a speedy 3km sprint to a 
10km distance run. This event raised HK$1.22 million for 
WWF’s conservation work to "Transform Hong Kong Into 
Asia’s Most Sustainable City" 

This year, Mr Gi Ka-man, the Hong Kong record holder for 
the men’s half marathon and Ms Alison Chow, the 2010 
Asian Marathon Championship bronze medallist, returned 
as our event ambassadors, along with singers Shiga Lin 
and Jude Tsang. The primary purpose of the event was to 
raise public awareness of important conservation issues 
and encourage sustainable low carbon living. Several 
environmental protection measures were taken to ensure 
that the event itself was low carbon. In line with the 
principles of recycling, race medals and trophies were 
produced from recycled carpets taken from exhibition 
venues to showcase how to minimize the impact on 
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our natural environment even producing new products. 
Carbon offsets purchased for the event, compensating for 
carbon emissions, went to support environmental projects 
in developing countries.

Run for Change was another impressive show of support 
for WWF, for the environment and for the idea of low-
carbon lifestyles for all who took part. WWF would like 
to give a big thank you to all our runners for their energy, 
excitement and active participation. See you next year ! 
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Every victory of mankind against nature will 

follow by retribution. The history of human 

civilization is said to be a history of mankind 

pursuing bene�t and circumventing harm to the 

nature. When I read “The Condition of the 

Working Class in England” by Engels, I saw the 

inherent ruthless of capitalism and plight of 

workers. I also saw the haze up in England’s sky 

and pollution down in River Thames. Industrial 

civilization does not only lead to a systematic 

predicament, but also result in an ecological 

predicament. These predicaments educate the 

people to pay attention to the environment.

Everbright has long been dedicated to work on 

environmental protection. With the help of friends 

from various sectors and hard work for over a 

decade, Everbright Environmental Protection has 

become a pioneer in the environmental protection 

business worldwide with operations throughout 

China as well as in Western Europe and Southeast 

Asia. Where we operate, we will make the earth 

greener and the water bluer. Everbright is an 

integrated conglomerate not only seeking to make 

pro�t, but also having a bounden duty to 

safeguard our environment. Everbright 

International is responsible for eliminating the 

corrupted but preserving the pure, and combating 

the hazard while generating wealth.

The ups and downs of our civilization always go 

hand in hand with that of the ecosystem around 

us. When we look up to the sky and gaze down to 

the earth, the sky will be bluer and the earth will 

be greener. A noble person loves money, but he 

attains it in a righteous way. In the same principle, 

a corporate has social responsibility, and it should 

be set as top priority. I hope to collaborate with all 

sectors to achieve a brighter future in the years 

to come!

Mr. Tang Shuangning 
Chairman 

China Everbright International Limited

(Stock Code: 257)

CHINA EVERBRIGHT INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
中國光大國際有限公司

www.ebchinaintl.com

Enquiry：2526 1011        Website：wwf.org.hk

Without your support, 
More birds may be missing...
DONATE NOW!
Support our conservation work



16 of the world’s top 20 shipping companies have made 
history by committing to policies which will safeguard 
the world’s shark populations. A WWF-Hong Kong report 
called Managing Risk: Global Shipping Companies Say 
No to Shark Fin details the risks associated with shark fin 
carriage. We are happy to see that leaders in the shipping 
industry have changed the status quo and are helping to 
restore the balance of the ocean – this will certainly benefit 
sharks.

SOME BACKGROUND: SHARKS ARE IN TROUBLE
Sharks play an enormously important role in managing 
and balancing coastal and oceanic ecosystems around the 
world, yet overfishing is decimating their populations, with 
the populations of certain shark species crashing by more 
than 95 per cent. At the same time, Hong Kong accounts for 
some 50 per cent of the global shark fin trade annually. In 
2015, 92 per cent of shark fin by volume was imported into 
Hong Kong by ocean, making global shipping companies 

©
 naturepl.com

 / C
heryl-S

am
antha O

w
en / W

W
F

©
 W

W
F-H

ong K
ong

©
 Jarrett  C

orke/ W
W

F-C
anada

©
 K

.H
. C

hai

©
 W

W
F-H

ong K
ong

16 About Life 2016  17

one of the most significant stakeholders in this trade. By 
engaging with these big players, together we can bring 
positive change to the world’s oceans which will improve 
conditions for sharks.

We began this engagement by deploying researchers 
in Sheung Wan so as to trace the shipping companies 
involved. Desktop research on bills of lading available 
on trading websites was undertaken to collect details on 
shipping companies’ records of shark fin carriage. We also 
conducted an industry survey of the global top 20 shipping 
companies, by industry market share, to identify the 
shipping industry’s role and understand their perspectives 
on the shark fin trade and shark conservation. 

ADVOCATING “NO SHARK FIN CARRIAGE” POLICIES
We then turned our efforts to sharing global shark 
conservation trends and findings from our research with 
the 20 shipping companies. Through dialogue and in-
depth discussion, companies were made aware of the 

A FINTASTIC ACHIEVEMENT

environmental risk and impacts of the shark fin trade; 
while we also shared the legal and reputational risks to the 
companies. Transporting shark fin is a risky business, due 
to complex international regulations, shipping companies 
may unknowingly carry fins from overfished, threatened 
shark species or even shark fins from illegal sources. 

With governments around the world developing regulations 
on the shark fin trade, as well as consumption and fishing, 
shipping companies are now obliged to fully understand the 
changing international legal landscape to ensure the legality 
of their cargo. Aside from possibly breaking laws, carrying 
shark fin also exposes shipping companies to reputational 
risk – CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) is of growing 
importance in the business world and companies that 
are perceived as being ethically unsound now often face 
backlashes – from the public and their peers.

When viewed together, this information presented the 
shipping companies with irresistible evidence that the 
risks of transporting shark fin far outweigh any monetary 
benefit. The result of this 18 month-long process of 
research, dialogue and discussion was that as of May 
this year, 16 shipping companies had established policies 
prohibiting the carriage of shark fin. This fact is discussed 
further in the WWF report mentioned above. Together, 
these companies represent over 60 per cent of the global 
shipping market1.

NEXT STEPS
While this is a clear, resounding and important victory for 
sharks, much work still remains to be done. WWF-Hong 
Kong’s Conservation Director Gavin Edwards explains: 
“After setting up the policies, the next step is for shipping 
companies to effectively implement the policies, for 
example, through focusing on improvements in booking 
and screening systems to ensure that shippers do not 
try and circumvent this ban.” There are still many other 

shipping companies in the world that do not have “‘no 
shark fin carriage policies’. WWF-Hong Kong advises these 
companies to first set up such policies; second publicly 
announce these policies; and third follow the best practices 
set out by industry leaders.

Without sharks, the world’s marine ecosystems will 
become unbalanced, with potentially catastrophic 
consequences. Nobody wants this outcome and to avoid 
it we all need to continue to work together – shipping 
companies, stakeholders and citizens from Hong Kong 
and around the world.

Read Managing Risk: Global Shipping 
Companies Say No to Shark Fin here

1 Based on the “Alphaliner Top 100” figures as of 14 December 2015



 19

When it comes to the forecast for endangered species, the 
sky is often covered with dark clouds filled with bad news. 
Occasionally we catch glimmers of hope, and rarely – far 
too rarely – the sun breaks through and delivers some truly 
great news. For the world’s tiger population, one of these 
bright moments has arrived. After decades of constant 
decline, tiger numbers are at last on the rise.

LATEST NUMBER: 3,890!
In April this year, WWF and the Global Tiger Forum (GTF) 
announced that the number of tigers in the wild had been 
revised upwards to 3,890. This updated number, actually 
a minimum figure, was compiled using data from the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

data and the latest tiger surveys conducted in several, but 
not all, tiger range countries (TRCs). The fact that some 
national surveys were not completed indicates that this 
figure is likely to be even higher. Even if it is not, 3,890 is a 
significant increase from the last tiger survey conducted in 
2010, which estimated that there were “as few as 3,200” of 
these rare and magnificent creatures left in the wild.

The higher figure is being attributed to several factors 
including increases in tiger populations in TRCs like India, 
Russia, Nepal and Bhutan, as well as improved surveys 
and enhanced protection techniques. Marco Lambertini, 
Director General of WWF International responded to the 
news by saying, “This offers us great hope and shows that 
we can save species and their habitats when governments, 
local communities and conservationists work together.”

GLOBAL TIGER FORECAST: 
BRIGHT AND STRIPY!
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MOVING TOWARDS THE “TX2” GOAL
There is no doubt that this is excellent news, but tigers are 
not out of the woods yet – not even close. Tigers remain 
critically endangered and have even become locally extinct 
in some countries; their habitat size and their prey numbers 
are on the decline in many areas; and poaching is still a 
colossal and malignant threat to tiger conservation. These 
numbers give us a reason to celebrate, but the work to save 
tigers cannot stop.

Indeed, many individuals and organizations around the 
world are redoubling their efforts to conserve tigers, most 
recently at the Third Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger 
Conservation held in New Delhi in April. As the next step in 
the Global Tiger Initiative process which began at the 2010 
Tiger Summit in Russia, this critical meeting took place at 
the halfway point in the “Tx2 Goal” – the 2010 pledge by 
governments to double wild tiger numbers by 2022.

The three-day conference saw countries report on their 
progress towards Tx2 and commit to strategies and actions 
which will realize the goal, culminating in a resolution 
agreeing to, among other points:

Accelerate the implementation of the Global Tiger 
Recovery Program and country-specific National 
Tiger Recovery Programs;

Align development and tiger conservation so as to 
mainstream tiger conservation and prioritize tiger 
and wildlife safeguards;

Enhance the importance of tiger habitats;

Emphasize the recovery and restoration of tiger 
populations in areas with low tiger densities or 
from which tigers have been extirpated; and

Strengthen cooperation between tiger range 
countries at the highest levels.
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SAVING THE TIGERS MEANS SAVING OUR FUTURE
In addition, WWF and the GTF commended the TRCs 
that have updated their population figures since 2010. 
They also encouraged the remaining countries to 
complete and publish their population surveys as soon 
as possible so as to provide an accurate and up-to-date 
global tiger count.

This good news give us a reason  to hope and a reason 
to keep working to save the world’s tigers. Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi opened the conference with 

WWF has teamed up with National Geographic to 
launch a digital campaign called “Thumbs Up For 
Tigers”. All of us can take part in it and show our 
support to tiger conservation, all you need to do is 
colour your thumbs orange and add a few unique 
tiger stripes, then upload your photo to any social 
platform with the hashtag#ThumbsUpForTigers. 

these wise words: “by protecting the tiger, we protect 
the entire ecosystem and the ecological services, which 
are equally crucial for the well-being of human beings. 
The benefits from tiger conservation are enormous but 
intangible. We cannot quantify this in economic terms. 
Putting a price tag on nature is difficult.”



 

26 & 27 / 11 / 2016
( 星期六及星期日 Sat & Sun )

截止報名日期
Enrolment Deadline:

2/11/2016



Environmental degradation 
in Hong Kong

Hectares of fish ponds 
have been illegally filled in  
between 1992 and 2015.

Average fine given for a first fish pond destruction-related 
offence – the maximum fine is $500,000

Authorities took 8 years before dealing 
with one case of environmental 
damage in Yuen Long

Number of documented cases of 
unauthorized development in Inner 
Deep Bay between 1992 and 2015

of offenders were required to 
restore damaged fish ponds 
to their original state

85

Only $66,392
8 years 

435

Only 30%
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