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VOICES FOR MOMOS
REGAINING HARMONY
WITH NATURE

JUMBO
EFFORTS
A SPECIAL REPORT ON CRUCIAL WORK YOU’RE
SUPPORTING TO PROTECT MYANMAR’S ELEPHANTS
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SO FAR, WE’VE TRAINED
220 ELEPHANT RANGERS AND
ACHIEVED A FULL YEAR OF ZERO
POACHING IN TWO OF THE THREE
POACHING HOTSPOTS

YOUR FIELD
REPORT

S I A

A vet sedates the
elephant with a
tranquilliser dart
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SPECIAL REPORT BY
NICK COX OF WWF-MYANMAR,
WHICH YOUR ADOPTION
HELPS SUPPORT
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Fitting a collar to an elephant is a carefully managed process.
The elephant’s welfare is our main concern, and we
aim to complete the process in under an hour
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The vet checks
the elephant’s vital
signs and the
team assesses
its height and
approximate age
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yanmar has around 2,000 Asian elephants,
and, previously, around one each week was
being lost to poachers. The criminals
weren’t just after ivory. Poachers were increasingly
killing elephants for their skin and trunks too, and
targeting females and infants as well as adult males.
Most of these elephants were killed by poison
darts – causing a slow and painful death.

POACHING CRACKDOWN
Removing breeding females and infants can have
a devastating impact on the elephant population.
We knew that if poaching continued at this rate,
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WE CURRENTLY
HAVE NINE
COLLARED
ELEPHANTS,
AND WE’RE
PLANNING TO
COLLAR NINE
MORE

Myanmar could lose these magnificent animals within
a few years. With your support we’re fighting back, by
working with government partners. So far, we’ve trained
220 elephant rangers and achieved a full year of zero
poaching in two of the three poaching hotspots. This is
really heartening, but there’s a lot more to be done.
Identifying places where elephants are at risk of
poaching is a crucial part of our work. One of the ways
we’re doing this is by fitting elephants with GPS collars.
The collars send out hourly signals via satellite, enabling
us to track and record the elephants’ movement patterns.
Armed with this knowledge, we can put anti-poaching
patrols and other prevention measures in place.

RED ALERTS
Signals from the collars can also warn us of potential
poaching incidents. For example, any sudden changes
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You’re helping to improve our anti-poaching efforts
in Myanmar and shut down the illegal wildlife trade that
threatens Asian elephants

in an elephant’s movement patterns could
mean it’s being followed or has been darted by
poachers. Once alerted, we can quickly contact
ranger teams and tell them exactly where to go.
It’s vital that the rangers have the training and
equipment to do their jobs safely and efficiently,
yet until recently no formal training existed in
Myanmar. Together with the Forest Department
we’re building Myanmar’s first dedicated ranger
college, where rangers, park wardens and other
government staff can learn the skills they need.
Our goal is to build a capable, highly motivated
ranger community, backed by sustainable top-quality
training that will protect the elephants for years
to come. Through your adoptions, you’re making
a real difference to what we can achieve, and
I can’t thank you enough.

Everyone works
quickly to fit the
collar so the
elephant can be
safely brought
round and recover

TO THE RESCUE
In April, one of our
collared elephants was
caught in a poacher’s snare*.
You can find out how the
tracking collar saved
its life at:

WWF.ORG.UK/
ELEPHANTRESCUE
* Please note that images
of the injured elephant may
be distressing, especially
for younger adopters.
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NEWS

TACKLING
THE CAUSE

C

WE’RE FIGHTING THE ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE
IN MYANMAR, WHICH IS LARGELY FUELLED BY DEMAND
FROM CHINA FOR IVORY AND ELEPHANT SKINS

Spectacular
floats like these
highlighted
the threats to
elephants and
other wildlife
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Myanmar, but few people knew that these
noble giants were being killed for their

ivory, trunks and skin. We urgently needed to
raise awareness so, in 2017, we launched our
Voices for Momos campaign. Through it, we told
the public what was happening to the elephants,
and asked them to speak out against wildlife
crime. The response has been incredible, with
the Myanmar government, businesses, other
conservation organisations, individuals and
celebrities all calling for an end to the illegal
wildlife trade.

MOMO MILESTONES
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One of our biggest Voices for Momos successes
was arranging for a life-sized papier-mâché
elephant family to appear in front of Myanmar’s
Yangon City Hall. The giant jumbos attracted
widespread public and media interest. Over
10,000 people went to see them, and the
campaign went viral on social media, raising a
huge amount of awareness. One of our supersized
momos even achieved a Guinness World Record!
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lephants are culturally revered across

CMY

illegal wildlife trade sales and offering support
Voices for Wildlife concert was held in central
Yangon, supported by singers, dancers and other
celebrities. The concert was broadcast
nationwide, reaching millions of people, and
the Yangon regional government announced
a regional ban on all wildlife trade.

ROAD TO MANDALAY
Following our success in Yangon we expanded
the campaign to include all animals affected by
the illegal wildlife trade, and renamed it Voices for
Wildlife. This January, we took Voices for Wildlife
to Mandalay, Myanmar’s second biggest city,
with a spectacular wildlife-themed parade. The
eco-friendly floats included giant papier-mâché
sculptures of elephants, tigers, pangolins and other
animals, and there were lots of activities celebrating
the country’s incredible wildlife and the urgent
need to protect it. Thousands of people attended
and raised their voices against the illegal wildlife

In March 2018, EU ambassadors rallied to the

trade – sending a clear message that Myanmar

cause, issuing a statement on the need to end

stands up for wildlife. J
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to Myanmar’s government. A month later, the

DID YOU
KNOW?

IN MYANMAR,
‘MOMOS’ IS AN
AFFECTIONATE
TERM FOR
ELEPHANTS

https://livingplanet.panda.
org/en-hk/about-the-livingplanet-report

SHARE
THE FILM
If you haven’t
already seen it,
watch Our Planet,
produced by Netflix,
Silverback Films and
WWF, and get your
friends and family to
watch it too:

shorturl.at/eJLTX

CONNECT
WITH NATUR
Download “Connect
With Nature” app
to discover amazing
natural locations
around Hong Kong and
join our activities:

https://connectwithnature.
hk

SIGN OUR
PETITION
Help us push HK
government to designate
a development-free
Dolphin Conservation
Management Area by
2024:
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WWF’s flagship
publication, released
every two years, is a
comprehensive study
of trends in global
biodiversity and the
health of the planet:

YOUR ELEPHANTS ADOPTION UPDATE • ISSUE 3

Nature gives us clean air, fresh
water and food, and it regulates our
climate. It can also bring a welcome
sense of calm to our lives. But our
Living Planet Report 2020 shows
nature is declining faster than
ever. By working together we
can help it recover. Here’s how
you can get involved

READ OUR
LIVING PLANET
REPORT 2020

•

RESTORING
NATURE’S
BALANCE

https://form.jotform.
com/201281659072454

“THE PROBLEMS MAY SEEM DAUNTING, BUT TOGETHER WE CAN
CHANGE COURSE. FROM EVERYDAY CHOICES ABOUT WHAT WE EAT OR
HOW WE USE OUR MONEY, TO THE VERY BIG DECISIONS ABOUT HOW WE
DO BUSINESS OR GOVERN OURSELVES, THE RECOVERY OF NATURE COULD
BE AT THE HEART OF HUMANITY’S MISSION IN THE 21ST CENTURY”

As well as helping
to safeguard
elephants, you
support our other
vital work to help
protect our beautiful
planet and its wildlife.
Thank you.

SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH, WWF AMBASSADOR

WWF.ORG.HK
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