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Main photo: People cut
bamboo on a daily basis
Inset left to right: A ranger
sets up one of the cameras;
Some of the amazing panda pics!

ake a look at these amazing photos
of your adopted pandas and give
yourself a big pat on the back –
because you helped pay for the
camera traps that took them.
The photos were taken as part of a unique yearround camera trap survey we’ve been helping
to carry out in eastern Qinling, home to around
17 giant pandas. The survey was the first of its
kind in this part of China, and there was a very
important reason for doing it.
In 2005, three nature reserves –
Pingheliang, Huangguanshan and
Tianhuasha – were created to help protect
pandas and other wildlife. But there are still
large areas of unprotected forest where the
bears continue to be at risk.
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DID YOU
KNOW?
On average
pandas poo
40 times a day –
not surprising,
given all
the bamboo
they eat!

CRUNCH TIME

SWEEPING IN

Giant pandas depend on healthy forests
where there’s plenty of bamboo to munch on.
A single bear can get through 39kg of bamboo
shoots a day – about the same as eating 39
medium-size pineapples!

Bamboo isn’t the only thing people take from
the forests on a daily basis. They depend on
other natural resources, such as wood for
fuel, and medicinal herbs and mushrooms,
which they can sell to make money.

Three main bamboo species grow in Qinling
– arrow, dragon head and wood bamboo. In
spring, during their mating season, pandas
feed on young wood bamboo shoots which are
rich in nitrogen and phosphorous. In June,
the wood bamboo matures and has fewer
nutrients, so the bears move to higher ground
where the arrow bamboo shoots grow. They
really love it. But so do lots of people.

Unfortunately the forests aren’t managed in
a sustainable way, which isn’t much fun for
pandas. The bears can end up with less food and
a damaged home. That’s why the camera trap
survey was needed – to assess the extent of the
problem and pinpoint panda hotspots, so we can
target protection where it’s needed most.

This type of bamboo is great for making
brooms – it’s even used to make the big
brooms that are used to sweep city streets.
Every day, people clear huge amounts of
bamboo from the forests.

TEAM PANDA
We knew the survey needed to cover both
protected and unprotected areas, so we
introduced the forestry departments that
run the nature reserves to the local villagers
who manage unprotected tracts of forest.

HUANGGUANSHAN
TIANHUASHA
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PINGHELIANG

They formed a team called the Eastern Qinling
Conservation Union, and we’re all now working
together to develop a panda-friendly action plan.
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MAP KEY
Nature reserve
Corridor
County

The camera trap survey was the union’s first
joint project. They set up camera traps in
different areas, checking them regularly for
results. Funds from your panda adoption
helped to pay for this crucial equipment.
As well as confirming that pandas and lots of
other wildlife are living in the forests, the camera
traps captured images of people cutting bamboo
and taking plants. Armed with this evidence, we
can now set to work on creating more sustainably
managed areas and working with local people to
help reduce their impact on panda habitats.

YOUR NEXT UPDATE >> WE’LL BRING YOU MORE NEWS

14 HOURS
Pandas spend
about 14 hours
a day eating

ABOUT YOUR ADOPTED PANDAS IN YOUR NEXT UPDATE, SO
KEEP WATCHING THE POST.
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INSIGHT
We will tell you why camera traps are playing
a vital part in securing a better future for the
black-and-white bears
hat’s black and white, furry
and notoriously hard to spot?
The answer of course, is giant pandas.
The rangers do a great job monitoring
the forests but pandas live in remote
locations, which often take a few days
to hike to. That’s where the camera
traps come into their own. They capture
images of any passing pandas, giving
us important information about their
movements and behaviour. We use this
evidence to improve management of these
habitats, and to push for more protected
areas.

W

Funds from panda adoptions have
helped pay for camera traps that are being
used all over the Qinling mountains.
You’re making a real difference to the
giant panda’s future.
Thank you.

PANDA PREVIEW >> Our colleagues in China have
sent us a fascinating video of panda ranger Zhouhonglin
setting up camera traps to photograph pandas and other
incredible wildlife. Watch it now at wwf.org.uk/pandapreview
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Q& A

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

LOGGING ON
© FRITZ PØLKING / WWF

Wan Hui loves panda spotting, and is extremely knowledgeable
too. We asked her to tell us about her work, and how you’re
helping to give pandas a more hopeful future

Q

WHAT INSPIRES YOU TO HELP
PROTECT PANDAS?

I was born in Shaanxi province
and spent six-and-a-half years
working in the Qinling mountains
where 20% of the remaining panda
population live. I’ve been lucky
enough to see wild pandas, not just
once but twice since joining WWF’s
team, and it makes me feel really
privileged. We need to do all we can to
protect these beautiful bears.

A
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TELL US ABOUT SEEING
THE PANDAS

The first time I saw them was
during a field trip with the
WWF team. We’d camped overnight
and set off really early into the
mountains before 8am. We spent all
day trekking through the misty, high
altitude forests, carrying our food
and equipment. It was really tough at
times, but very enjoyable.
Pandas are so rare that I really didn’t
expect to see one. So I couldn’t believe
it when two male pandas suddenly
appeared from the forest and walked
straight past me! Then I saw a female
panda up a tree and realised that the
males were following her scent. They
started fighting over her and she

WHAT PROGRESS ARE YOU MAKING
TO SAFEGUARD WILD PANDAS?

The Chinese government has
just released the result of the
forth national giant panda survey,
and the result is encouraging. The
survey is important as it gives us vital
information about the panda population
that helps us target our projects and
gives us a basis for
planning future work.

A

Q

We still have lots of work to do
to ensure that giant pandas
have a better future, which is why we’re
so very grateful to have the support of
WWF’s adopters. In the last year alone
they’ve provided funds to equip and
train forest rangers, and pay for
camera traps and other equipment.

• YO U R PA N D A S A D O P T I O N U P D AT E

Our colleagues in China have developed
an information exchange programme to
provide free advice and support for former
logging companies. They organise training
workshops and exchange trips, enabling
staff to meet and share advice on managing
the forest sustainably. Participants learn
lots of different conservation skills,
including how to restore damaged areas

BRANCHING OUT
Last year, with the programme’s
support, one company set up its own
wildlife protection department – the
first of its kind where pandas live.
The impressively named Wildlife
Protection Division of Pingwu Forestry
Development Corporation may be a bit
of a mouthful, but we’re hoping more
former logging companies will take a
leaf out of its book – and help ensure
a flourishing future for the forests
that wild pandas depend on.

POSITIVE ACTION

HOW ARE OUR PANDA
ADOPTERS HELPING?

A

I COULDN’T BELIEVE IT WHEN TWO MALE PANDAS SUDDENLY
APPEARED FROM THE FOREST AND WALKED STRAIGHT PAST ME!
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ouzhenzi wildlife
corridor is an area of
forest that links two
separate panda populations.
It’s the only wildlife corridor
in Qinling to be managed
by a forest farm. Droppings
and other traces of pandas
have been found there,
which show that the two
populations could be using
the corridor to reach each
other and hopefully breed.

and check the forests for signs
of pandas and other wildlife.

A special message
for you, from Wan Hui
A huge thank you from everyone out
here in the field. It’s great to know you
care about giant pandas and we really
appreciate your support. Please keep
on adopting, because every
penny counts.

To find out more, our
colleagues from WWF-China
visited the forest farm and
held training sessions on how
to carry out a camera trap
survey. Keen to help, 35 staff
took part in the training and
agreed to be responsible for
monitoring the corridor for
signs of pandas. They set up
the cameras in different
areas and checked them
regularly for results.
The photographs are now
being studied and will
help create a blueprint (or
greenprint!) for managing
the corridor, so the pandas
can carry on using it.

30%
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We’ve helped a forest farm in Qinling
conduct a survey in what could be a key
route for pandas

The second time was just a quick
sighting. I glimpsed a flash of black
and white as a panda passed behind
some trees, but before I could get there
it had vanished back into the forest.

hanks to the Chinese government,
a ban on commercial logging in
panda habitats was introduced more than
10 years ago. Since then, former logging
companies have had to change their focus.
But the staff have very little experience
of conservation management, corridor
restoration and anti-poaching activities.
That’s where we come in.

T

PANDA JUNCTION

looked on, waiting to see who’d be
the winner, and become her potential
mate. It was incredibly exciting!

Q

We’re getting former logging companies on board
to protect the panda’s forest home

IN SICHUAN PROVINCE ALONE, 30% OF WILD PANDA
HABITAT WAS USED FOR LOGGING BEFORE THE BAN
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.
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Thank you
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Knowing that you’re there for them means a lot to
the field teams who work with government officials, nature
reserve staff and local communities to protect pandas, so why
not send them your personal message of support? We’ll forward it
on to Wan Hui, and print a selection in your next adoption update.
Email your message of between 50–100 words to adopt@wwf.org.hk
with the subject line ‘My pandas – message for rangers’
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SEND A MESSAGE
TO THE TEAM IN CHINA

